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PREFACE 

This volume, in its present shape, is rather a new 
book than a new edition. 

The germ from which it grew was originally 
presented to the public in some sermons preached 
before the University of Oxford in 1870-71 by the 
author as Select Preacher. The conception which 
linked the series of discourses together was not, at 
the time, very familiar to English readers ; and the 
volume appeared to excite a certain degree of 
interest. 

It has now been out of print for a few years. 
As the writer hears that it is often asked for, he 
gladly avails himself of an opportunity to amend, 
recast, and enlarge it. 

Such correction and amplification was greatly 
needed for several reasons. 
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1. The original book was necessarily put together 
in some haste. The author felt that he had laid 
hold of a sound conception, fruitful in application 
to the true exposition of the Gospels ; but he had 
not leisure at the time to follow it out with 
sufficient fulness — nor, indeed, do sermons for oral 
delivery readily admit of much detail. For 
many years, however, he has constantly kept the 
Leading Ideas of the evangelists in view in his 
study of the Gospels, and applied them to several 
passages which had escaped, not only his own first 
investigations, but, as far as he knows, the observa- 
tion of critics generally. In short, he has laboured 
to teach himself, and hopes that he may, therefore 
succeed in teaching some others. 

2. Moreover, the writer cannot conceal from 
himself that there were faults in the tone of his 
little volume of sermons. They were not only too 
sermonizing for a subject which required didactic 
treatment, but even the sermonizing (true, as he 
believes, in itself) was set on a wrong key and 
thrust into a wrong place. 

The overthrow of the Irish Establishment had 
affected the preacher of the sermons deeply. It 
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tinged all objects around him with a certain 
strong and lurid light. The subsequent admission 
of the laity, not only to a co-ordinate part in 
general ecclesiastical legislation (to which he 
was always favourable), but to the right even 
of initiative in solemn doctrinal questions, filled 
him with forebodings. The crash of the revo- 
lution from without was followed by the rumb- 
ling of an explosion from within. He thought it 
right to sound an alarm as loudly as he could ; 
and his voice was, perhaps, not quite unheard. 

But as the author, become his own critic, went 
over his volume when he could look back upon it 
as something remote and almost external to him- 
self, his pencil ran through all passages of the kind. 
Not only are polemics a growth which does not 
flourish in the frigid air of age ; not only is the 
controversial epigram which pleased us in middle 
life a thing in which we find cause for repentance 
as we move onward from the din of the strife 
towards the passionless silence of eternity — tem- 
porary controversies, however important in their 
own place, are better absent from our dealings 
with those immortal pages where Christ is all and 
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in all. In the Gospels He is in His holy temple. 
We should keeg silence before Him. To read 
their mo^ining should be our only object. 

The writer has provided an " Occam's razor " ^ for 
himself by the simple expedient of abolishing the 
hortatory form of the sermon. The calmer and 
more progressive method of a regular didactic 
treatise enables him (he hopes) to do more justice 
to a theory which throws light upon the one four- 
fold record of the Person and work of the Incarnate 
Lord. 

3. In addition to revision of the original matter, 
several important additio7is have been made, {a) 
The conception of Leading Ideas in the Gospels 
has been carefully guarded, and discriminated from 
the extravagant application of it which might make 
the evangelists appear to be romantic ideologists. 
{b) The study of St. Luke's Gospel has been 
specially enlarged, and a principle of division 
adopted (from the circumstances of his life ; from 
his special training ; from his natural endowments) 
which seems adapted to dealing with his Leading 
Ideas. The subject of St. Luke's alleged Ebionitism 

^ *' Entia non multiplicanda esse pricter necessitatem. ' 
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has also been carefully examined, {c) The most 
sacred portion of a narrative where all is sacred — 
the record of the Passion — has been elucidated 
by the Leading Ideas of the evangelists, {d) A 
synopsis has been prefixed, and an index appended.^ 
It is believed that very much of the four Gospels 
will thus receive more or less expository light. 

It only remains to say that the writer has largely 
worked up his materials for himself. Indeed (with 
one important exception) he scarcely knew where 
to look for much assistance. But there are three 
works to which he must express distinct obligations. 
The first is the beautiful book of Lange,^ to which 

^ Indexes were at one time prefixed to many English books. 
The advantages of this plan did not escape Shakespeare. He 
places his observations upon it (curiously out of place chronologically 
and in place psychologically) in the mouth of A/esior. 

... In such indexes, although small pricks 

To their subsequent volumes, there is seen 

The baJfy figure of the giant mass 

Of things to come at large, 

Troiltis and Cressida, (Act i. Sc. iii.) 
a •* The Life of Christ, by J. P. Lange, D.D., Professor of 
Divinity in the University of Bonn." Four volumes (English 
translation. T. and T. Clark). The fourth volume is, indeed, a 
treatise on the four gospels as symbolised by the ox, lion, man, and 
eagle. Those who are fond of such pursuits can easily track the 
present writer in the snow of Lange, by comparing his discussions 
on the Leading Ideas of the narrative of the Passion with Lange. 
Life of Christ, vol. iv. 98, 130, 175, 183, 300, 308, 451, 47 ; also 
vol. iL 221, 330. 
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his debt is considerable. The second is Riggenbach's 
Life of the Lord fesus in his useful remarks upon 
the " end and plan " of the evangelists.^ The 
third, and in some respects most valuable, is the 
first volume of the New Testament, by the late 
holy and learned Bishop of Lincoln, and especially 
the Prefaces to the Gospels (above all that to St. 
Luke) with their stores of patristic learning and 
saintly insight. 

The author's acknowledgments are due to the 
Rev. W. K. Hobart, LL.D., for a remarkable list 
of medical words in the Epistle to the Hebrews. A 
young theologian of promise, Mr. J. T. S. Stopford, 
B.A., T.C.D., has assisted him in carrying his work 
through the Press, and supplied a useful Index. 

May this book be of service to students of the 
Gospels, and aid some souls to know Christ a little 
better. 

WILLIAM DERRY AND RAPHOE. • 

Hamptons, Tunbridge, 
August %^ 1S91. 

* ** Vie du Seigneur Jt^sus. Lemons Publiques, par C. J. 
Kiggenbacli, Professeurde Theologie, Bale. Traduitde TAUemand, 
par G. Steinheil." pp. 1-89. 
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THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE 

GOSPELS 

I 

THERE ARE LEADING IDEAS OF THE 

GOSPELS 

**As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a 
man, and the face of a lion, on the right side : and they four had 
the face of an ox on the left side ; they four also had the face of 
an eagle." — Ezrkiel i. io, 

I 

Viewed from their human and h'terary side, the 
Gospels may be defined as informal memoirs of 
the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ — written 
from, and pervaded by, certain great Leading Ideas. 
Indeed, a consideration of their character and 
purpose will show that no other conception is 
tenable. 

For there are two things which the Gospels 
assuredly are 7iot. 

(a) They are as far as possible from being 

B 
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regular biographies in the modern sense. They 
have neither consecutive fulness of detail, nor 
complete chronological exactitude. What is very 
important, they make no attempt at developing the 
gradual evolution of a lofty thought and career. 
Indeed thfty could not do this — the most interesting 
part of a great man's life — without coming into con- 
flict with the central dogma which renders Christ's 
earthly career the most important part of the history 
of the human race. From hence it follows that to 
demand absolute completeness from an evangelist, 
is to misunderstand the very nature and condition 
of his work. 

One important corollary follows from this. 

We have no right to charge any evangelist with 
ignorance of a fact, however important, because he 
may happen not to mention it articulately. Thus 
we are not warranted in asserting that St. John 
" knew nothing of the birth in Bethlehem," ^ or that 
the synoptics were unacquainted with the resur- 
rection of Lazarus, because St. John does not 
distinctly record the one event, or because the 
three do not appear to refer to the other. The 
objection comes from critics who have forgotten, or 
who never possessed the very definition of a Gospel. 
He who has no right to the premiss — " an evan- 

* To those who know the method of St. John's irony^ stating as 
proof positive the very objection which to adversaries seemed fatal, 
the passage St. John viii. 41, 42, will be decisive upon this point. 
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gelist IS to be put out of court who does not record 
every important event " — has no right to its 
conclusion. 

{b) If the Gospels are not, on the one hand, 
regular biographies, neither, on the other hand, are 
they mere collections of pious anecdotes or great 
sayings, strung together at random. 

There was lodged in the memory of the 
original Apostles and disciples a treasury of 
recollections. The works, the discourses, the 
Personality of Jesus Christ, were there in abun- 
dant fulness. As time passed, and a written 
record of those momentous years became necessary, 
the evangelists selected such actions and sayings 
as brought out certain aspects of the Lord's 
ministry, purpose, character, and teaching. Each 
Gospel is arranged round one centre, or at least 
round a few central points. This particular aspect, 
this grouping point or principle of selection, is the 
Leading Idea of the evangelist. 

The Gospels, then, are "informal memoirs" 01 
the earthly life of Jesus pervaded by certain Leading 
Ideas. 

II 

In the Acts of the Apostles we find one im- 
portant indication of the existence of the very 
Leading Ideas which it is the object of this work to 
develop in an original draft of the Gospel history 

B 2 
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by the chief of its earliest witnesses. At least a 
quarter of a century before any of our present 
Gospels was committed to writing, apostolic 
thought and teaching upon the earthly life of the 
Saviour assumed that the whole field was traversed 
by four principal Leading Ideas. 

The fullest specimen of a " primitive Gospel " 
which the Church now possesses, is that which was 
spoken by St. Peter in his discourse to Cornelius 
and his company.^ We there find the four great 
lines of which we have spoken. 

We may take St. Peter's words in the order 
most natural to us. 

1. The Saviour whom the Apostle preached 
was the Messiah attested by Hebrew prophecy. 
** To Him give all the prophets witness."* 

2. The earthly life of Jesus was a " short, bright, 
resistless course " — resistless in the native charm of 
its enthusiastic benevolence. If brief in the 
measurement of time, it is permanent in its effect 
upon humanity. So far as its character from this 
point of view can be grasped in human language, it 
may be compressed into two words, — " He passed 
through, doing good." * 

* Acts X. 34-44. ^ Acts X. 43. 

' ^iriK^kv €w6p7«T«v. Acts X. 38. Surely both here and Acts xx. 
25 (R.V.) "went a^^w/" is not a happy rendering. The original 
meaning must be = ** to go, or pass right through " ; and with an 
accusative it is used for "passing through, and so reaching a goal of 
any kind. '* 
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3. But further, if the word which God sent by 
Jesus Christ was first sent to the children of Israel, 
it was also a word which in it^ intrinsic character and 
tendency was inevitably universal. His ultimate 
address was not to a race but to a world. " God is 
no respecter of persons, but in every nation he that 
feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted 
with Him." He by whom peace is preached to 
the children of Israel " is also " Lord of ally ^ And 
as His message is universal, so His is the moral 
and spiritual beauty, the divine unction^ which 
attracts all men who have eyes left ; and His the 
power ^ which is capable of healing the whole* 
diseased, unspiritualised material of man's nature, 
oppressed under the terrible dynasty of the Accuser.^ 

4. Finally, the Church wants to rest upon the great 
foundation of all this ; to rise to the source of all the 
supernatural life of this marvellous Personality. 
Here we have the majestic theory of it — " for God 
was with Him."** These words may, of course, be 
minimised or superficially understood. But like 
other great inspired utterances, they grow with the 
growth of the little ones of God. Taken by them- 
selves, they need not signify much more than God's 

1 Acts X. 35, 36. 

^ iXP^fffp ainhv 6 Bfhs irycv/xari a^tf). Acts x. 38. 

' Koi Buydfieif Ibid, 

** i^fityos irdrraSj Ibid. 

' To\)i KaToSuyaffrevofityous virb rod $ta/3jAoi;, /bid. 

« Ibid. 
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guidance of a specially favoured servant ; but they 
have in them the capacity of rising to the inguiding 
and indwelling Word— to " Emmanuel, which is, 
being interpreted, God with us."^ 

Now, let it be observed that the four Gospels, 
moulded round their Leading Ideas, exactly fill in 
these summary headings of the primitive Gospel, 
preached by St. Peter. 

For Chrisfs life was many-sided, (i) It had its 
place as the historical consummation of the his- 
torical development of the purpose of God in 
Israel. Types and prophecy were fulfilled in Him. 
A great French poet has written of a dream of 
Boaz just before his marriage with Ruth. The 
account of the dream is, perhaps, partly prompted 
by .some old cathedral window ; but it embodies 
something of the spirit and purpose of the genealogy 
in St. Matthew. 

" Then in his dream, to heaven, the blue and broad, 
Right from his loins an oak-tree grew amain — 
The race ran up it far, like a long chain — 
Below it sang a King, above it died a God. " 

St. Matthew's is the Gospel of consummated 
prophecy, specially addressed to the Hebrew race. 
(2) Again, the life of Christ, looked at from the 
side of its practical effects, had three salient charac- 
teristics. It was a life of unresting toil, of super- 
natural rapidity, of triumphant and enthusiastic 
benevolence. In appearance it might seem at 

^ St. Matthew i. 23. 
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times to be feeble and isolated, baffled by the 
hardness and unbelief of man.^ In reality it 
was strong with the strength of God. It wrought, 
in some true sense, upon the masses by whom it 
seemed to be rejected. The very style of St. Mark 
bears the impress of these characteristics. Christ's 
toilful life, its rapid movements, its joyful love in 
working and suffering for stricken and fallen 
humanity, are written as if by a hand which has 
had its fingers upon the Saviour's pulse, and has 
never since lost count of its beats. The opening 
invocation of In Memoriam expresses the purpose 
of the second Gospel in a single syllable — 
" Strong Son of God ! " The first lines of St 
Mark's record are : " The beginning of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God."*^ It 
closes with the words : " they went forth, and 
preached everywhere ; the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word by the signs that 
followed."^ (3) Further, the ministerial work of 

' Contrast ohK iifox,t\<T^¥ ixu Huydfieis iroWhs Hih rijv airio-rfai 
ain&v (St. Matthew xiii 58), with ovx iHuvaro ixu irot/}< ai oifH^fiiaif 
Hvvafiiv, ci fiii 6\(yois k.t.\. koI 40avfia{(y 8t& r^v inriffriav ahrwv, 
St. Mark vL 5, 6. The simple resources of the evangelist's language 
are strained to express this divinely human self-limitation of the Son 
of God — as wonder is the result of ignorance, of suddenly realized 
disproportion between conception and event, a ^elf-limitation of 
knowledge as well as of power. 

- St. Mark i. i. 

^ What a feeling of buoyant and helpful strength there is in 
tKripv^ay irai'Taxoi') "^ov Kvpiou avy^pyoimos Koi rlv k6yoy iSc/Sai- 
ovPTos. St. Mark xvL 20. 
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Jesus was a work of healing which needed to be 
recorded in some detail, that its certainty as a fact 
might not be lost in vague surmise. But there was 
a higher healing still ; that human life was a life 
of sweet sympathies and fruitful pardons^ which 
opened out new possibilities to the penitent It 
was a life lived by One who, in presence of the 
ignorant and wandering, maintained that exquisite 
equilibrium of feeling which was at once just and 
sweet, strong and gentle.^ It had a special sym- 
pathy for the disinherited of the earth, for the weak 
dxApoor ; a special sense of their present disadvan- 
tages, and yet of their possible compensations. 
And again, it was a life of beauty. Over it there was 
the movement of angels' wings, and the music of 
angels^ songs. Its spontaneous utterances were 
parables of forgiveness, and words of tenderness ; 
and the pages on which they are written are wetted 
with the sweetest tears which human eyes have ever 
shed. It began with the idyll of Bethlehem, and 
ended with the hands, gentle and omnipotent, lifted 
up to bless. A pencil of peculiar aptitudes was 
needed to render these aspects of the earthly life 

^ yjtrpi9TQAuvZvvik\k^vQ%Tdlz irfVQCiviJi Kok'KXav^yLivQiz, (Hebrews 
V. 2, a lovely summary of St. Luke*s Gospel traced, the writer ven- 
tures to sunnise, by the evangelist's own hand. See Note A at 
the end of the volume. ) Cf, the touching words about Jesus, attri- 
buted to St. Paul in an ancient apocryphal document, %s /ji6yos 
irvytird0ria€p TrXavufjiiytp K6<rfi^, — "the only one who sympathised 
with a world that had lost its way," Acta Pauli et Tlucla. i6. 
Acta Apost. ApoCy 47, Edit. Tischendorf. 
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of Jesus. He who should worthily fill up this 
sketch must not only have deep love for its sub- 
ject. He must be a physician.^ He must be 
endowed with aesthetic sensibility. He must also 
be a psychologist. He must with delicate instinct 
perceive, and, with sufficient range of language 
express, how the great Messenger of eternal love 
acted upon different leading types of human 
character ; how he was received by ivomaUy at that 
time despised and half forgotten, alike by Jew and 
Gentile. And in tracing out these details with 
almost every type and form of human character 
and feeling, a Gospel must be written fitted for the 
advancing footsteps of a faith which was addressing 
Itself to the conquest of the world. Such an instru- 
ment was found in the third evangelist. (4) Finally, 

* St Luke might, and indeed did, write better Greek than the 
other authors of the books of the New Testament. Perhaps we 
have heard a little too much of this since S. Jerome spoke of his 
*^^ sernio complior^ et secuiartm redolens ehquentiam." There has 
been too much tracing out of ** classical colour, if not of imitation," 
in such expressions as 0d/xfios -ntpUffx^v avr6v (V. 9), and others ; 
too much desire to make out the sacred writer, "acquainted with 
the principles of perfect composition, skilled in the use of them, and 
attentive to the effects which. they must i)roduce on the minds of his 
literate readers." (Bp. Jebb.) He did not belong to that republic 
of letters, the greater part of whose citizens, except a few children 
of genius, may be divided into the second rate men of letters, who 
succeed — to their own satisfaction — and the critics "who are the 
writere that have failed." Rather, we feel more intensely how great 
and divine the Christ of the Gospel is, when the image, which from 
a mere literary point of view is imperfect, grows so radiant to every 
soul that contemplates it. 
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a life so various and many-sided ; a character so 
mysteriously beautiful, yet with claims so lofty, so 
exacting, so assertive, so imperative, will be found to 
need a clue to its interpretation, a theory of its origin 
which shall sufficiently harmonize its apparently 
contradictory phenomena. This it is with which 
we are presented by St. John repeatedly in the 
course of the utterances preserved by him : most 
markedly in the Prologue of his Gospel, and in the 
great witness at its conclusion — " The Word was 
God, and the Word became flesh — my Lord and 
my God! "1 

Thus, in St. Matthew we have Christ's earthly 
existence as a life freely moulding itself in a pre- 
desigfiated form ; in St. Mark as a strong life ; in 
St. Luke as a tender life ; in St. John as literally a 
Divine life, the life of God humanified, lived under 
human conditions and to some extent limitations. 
In the first, we see Jesus as the Messiah ; in the 
second, as the Son of God ; in the third, as the 
Son of Man ; in the fourth, as the God-Man. 
With St. Matthew, the chief factor is the concep- 
tion of prophecy ; with St. Mark, the conception 
of power ; with St. Luke, the conception of beauty ; 
with St. John, the conception of Divinity. In 
the first, the predominant elements are fulfilment 
and sacrifice ; in the second, action and conquest ; 
in the third forgiveness and universal grace ; in 

^ St. John i. 2-14 ; xx. 28. 
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the fourth, idealism and dogma. St. Matthew 
will ever appeal most powerfully to the Old 
Testament scholar ; St. Mark to the ecclesiastical 
organizer, to him who is attracted to the outward 
things of Christ ; while St. Luke has a voice of 
charm for the imaginative and tender, and St. John 
supplies the chosen food of the mystic and of the 
sacramental instinct. If welook round upon Christen- 
dom, we shall find more of one evangelist than of 
another in each of its tendencies and creations. 
St. Matthew must always be our chief guide through 
the Hebrew porch of the Church. St. Mark's spirit 
is with those who have fitted outward symbols to 
the Church's organic life, as expressive of inward 
ideas. St. Luke has the largest part in the galleries 
of sacred art, in the utterances of sacred poets, in 
the austere joy of canticles and liturgies, with 
missionaries, with workers in hospitals, with those 
who are devoted to the service of poverty and the 
help of penitents. St. John has the largest share 
in the vast volumes of dogmatic theology. From 
him principally faith learns the mystery of the 
New Birth of water and of the Spirit ; the 
sweet and awful secret of the sacramental 
Presence.^ 

^ It is to Ixi observed that the first epistle of St. John contains a 
short but comprehensive synopsis of the contents of the Gospel at 
the beginning (i John i. i), and a synoptical analysis of one of its 
Lecuiing Ideas (that oT witness) at the close (i John v. 6, lo). The 
writer ventures to believe that he has elsewhere established this 
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III 



The memorable passage of Ezekiers prophecy, 
prefixed to this discussion, seems to be not without 
reference to the characteristics and Leading Ideas 
of the four constituents of the fourfold gospel. All 
that most truly lives is here by representation. The 
ox is the emblem of toil and of sacrifice ; of patient, 
suffering, bleeding life. The lion is strong, royal, 
victorious. The eagle soars upward in spires, rising 
and falling with no apparent effort ; gliding over the 
highest mountains and lost in the azure distances, 
apparently in the heaven itself. And above these 
three highest specimens of forms of animal life man 
comes, who blends in one, and carries into a higher 
sphere all those endowments which they possess in 
some measure in fact, perfectly in the conception 
of gifted souls.^ Man alone is capable of sacrifice 
in its one true form — self-sacrifice ; man alone is 
capable of the only conquests that are noble, of 
the only ideas which elevate to heaven. The great 
conceptions of three of the cherubic symbols — the 
ox, the lion, the eagle — suffering, action, thought, 

assertion of a Leading Idea in the Fourth Gospel by the evangelist 
himself. The Epistles of St. John ; Tiventy-one Discourses^ pp. 23, 

30-36, 38. 

* See especially Lange's beautiful dbcussion, Book I. Part vii. 
Sect. ii. Life of Christ (Vol. i., 186-227, E.T.). 
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find their perfection in the truly human life and 
nature which is symbolised by the Man.^ 

It may be asked hoiv we connect this with the 
Gospels, and the cherubic symbols with the 
Evangelists ? 

God appears to the prophet in human form. 
The canopy on which His Throne is fixed is 
lowered to the earth. The cherubim are seen, 
the sure sign of God's dwelling with His people. 
They are no visionary symbols. They are real, 
living with an intense reality. They plant their 
feet upon the ground. The wonderful wheel 
beside each cherub does not move through the air, 
but upon the earth. For God comes down and 
dwells visibly among men. His Presence is not 
confined to one place or one temple. He goes 
forth among the nations, which are represented by 
the powerful form of the cherubim and the wheels — 

^ The old rabbinical saying was — ** Quatuor sunt qui principatum 
in hoc mundo tenent ; inter creaturas homo, inter aves aquila, inter 
pecora bos, inter bestias leo." Schemoth Rabba, Schottgen. Horce 
Hebr, 11 68. — "Quatemis faciebus eximise series atque facultates 
significantur, cherubis a Deo ad munus suum sustinendum imper- 
titas." (Ed. C. August. Riehm. De Naiura et Notione Syvibolica 
Cherub, pp. 21 sqq,) It is, however, to be borne in mind that re- 
presentations of abstract ideas as living things really lie outside the 
region of Biblical symbolism. The chenibim are angels of an 
exalted order (£zek. xxviii. 14- 16). The gates of Eden were not 
kept by ideal conceptions (Gen. iii. 24). But this does not affect 
the fact that the description of the living realities is best conveyed to 
us by certain symbolical expressions. See Commentary on EzckicL 
Keil, i. 17-43. 
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four being the prophetic number of catholicity. 
God's glory going forth from Israel to the nations 
on His car of progress ; the throne, and above the 
throne, "the likeness as the appearance of a 
man above upon it,"^ ?>., not man deified, but God 
humanified in the Incarnation ; to the Christian this 
is the religion and teaching of Jesus Christ. And 
the knowledge and worship of Jesus Christ has gone 
abroad by the Gospels,^ which thus possess certain 
of the characteristics symbolised by the cherubim as 
manifested to the prophet. 

This interpretation is often stigmatized as a 
childish play of fancy. Certain it is, however, that 
from the beginning it has been a favourite of Chris- 
tian thought. When the interpretation was revived 
at Oxford some forty-five years ago, it was treated 
in many quarters as a mere mystic dream. Since 
that time, however, the passage has been pro- 
foundly studied ; and modern sacred science among 
believing critics in Germany, as elsewhere, tends 
to accept this view as undeniably well-founded. 
No doubt among early Christian writers, there 
were childlike, or childish, guesses at the par- 
ticulars of the symbols. The prevalent interpre- 
tation of Biblical scholars tends to the following 
distribution : — the ox is the symbol of sacrifice y 

* Ezekiel I. 26. 

" ** lias Domini sacras quadrigas, quibus per orbem vectus subigit 
populos leni siio jugo et sarcina Icvi." St. August. Lib. deCon^ens. 
Evang. 17. 
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and stamps the Gospel of St. Matthew : the 
lion represents strength and victory^ and suits 
the Gospel of St. Mark ; the Man refers to the 
human sympathy and the salvation offered to 
universal humanity, and, therefore, accords with 
St. Luke.^ Heavenly aspirations and thoughts 
elevated by the dogma of dogmas to the 
Divinity of Jesus Christ, claim for themselves 
the symbol of the eagle, and belong to St. 
John. 

If there are any readers to whom this interpreta- 
tion appears to dwell in a region of which they are 
upon principle suspicious, they will at least allow 
that one consideration of importance follows from 
it. The early, and apparently almost universal 
acceptance of this application — if we will not allow 
the term interpretation — of prophecy, proves at least 
that the line of thought upon which it was based 
commended itself to ancient Christianity. The 
conception of Leading Ideas, answering to mental 
characteristics, of the four Evangelists, was one 
with which they felt at home ; and which, if not 
created by the symbols of Ezekiel, at least naturally 
expressed itself by them If the symbols did not 
create the conception, the conception availed itself 
of the symbols. 

' See Suicer. Thesawus. s.v. ^ha.Yi^>^^(tr'ii\s. 
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IV 

In the progress of these discussions it will be our 
duty to guard this conception of Leading Ideas in 
the Gospels from an extravagant amount of appli- 
cation, as well as from unjust and malignant infer- 
ences. We may close this argument with an 
analogy and with a practical remark. 

{a) In the biographies of remarkable men, who 
touch the circumference of human life at more 
points than one, we may find some analogies to 
different Gospels, written from different Leading 
Ideas. 

Of Socrates (who, in this like our Lord, left 
no writings behind him) we have representations in 
the Memorabilia of Xenophon, and in the Dialogues 
of Plato. Of these, as has often been remarked, the 
first corresponds in its way to the synoptic ; the 
second to the loftier and more ideal conception of 
St^ John. But every one feels that Plato is not 
falsified by Xenophon, nor Xenophon by Plato — 
much less is the august figure of Socrates relegated 
to the land of shadows by the different represen- 
tations of the two reporters. We combine the two 
images, and get a generalized photograph, better 
and truer than either separately. 

Archbishop Laud, as a statesman and great 
ecclesiastical politician, found a congenial bio- 
grapher in Heylin ; but the deeper spiritual life. 
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the almost awful intensity of penitential self-abase- 
ment so pathetically manifested in the Archbishop's 
diary and in his dying speech, has found no 
biographer. Heylin has never touched that with 
one of his fingers — his Leading Idea was that of 
the statesman-primate, and all which lay outside 
was totally omitted by him. The life of Laud lay in 
two spheres, and Heylin had only set foot in one 
of the two. If any man thinks it right to be just 
even to Laud, he will supplement the Leading Idea 
of Heylin by what was evidently the Leading Idea 
of Laud himself, and, no doubt, of the few whom 
Laud admitted into the sanctuary of his soul.^ 
•{(?) The practical remark which we offer is this : 
A life constructed according to Leading Ideas 
must necessarily assume the character of an " in- 
formal memoir ; '* and this, as has been most truly 
remarked, best preserves and continues the im- 
pression of a great personality. As a matter of 
fact, we have not one perfect ajid unbroken record 
of the earthly life of Jesus ; but four different 
" projections," four different " photographs," which 
each individual soul has to reproduce for itself'^ 
The image which we receive from them is vivified 
and made luminous for us by another influence. 
The same spirit which lay behind and below the 

* ** The houio ititerior was not in Heylin's line." — Mozley, Essay ^ 
I, 109. 

^ See the excellent passage in Mr. Latham*s Pastor Pastorum^ pp 
16-18. 
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one great production of each Gospel lies behind 
and below each partial and individual reproduction 
of it. " He shall glorify Me, for He shall receive 
of Mine, and shall show it unto you."^ 

One thing is certain. It is not by their style 
that the four Gospels do their work ; not even St. 
Luke's Gospel, with its undeniable superiority in 
this respect. It has been repeatedly said of late 
that the Gospels (in common with other parts of 
Scripture) enjoy what may be called an Unfair 
advantage in the simple majesty and noble rhythm 
of our English authorised version. But it cannot be 
supposed that all other languages have been in a 
spontaneous conspiracy to elevate the sacred Books 
beyond their proper level in the opinion of civilised 
humanity. Yet, as far as one can judge, no fainter 
impression of the work and character of Jesus 
Christ is made upon the people of other lands by 
their inferior versions. The majesty and beauty oi 
the Man is not a sum-total proportioned to the 
sum-total of the majesty and beauty of the style 
in which His earthly life is described. The spiritual 
nobility of the first is absolutely incommensurable 
with the intellectual nobility of the second. It is the 
image of Jesus which tinges, which radiates through, 
the wrappings of style, as the sunset through a 
swathe of clouds. Infinite love and wisdom 
struggle through words which not seldom are poor 

^ St. John xvi. 14. 
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and broken enough. It is not human genius 
masquerading, playing at Divinity in divinely 
beautiful language. It is Divinity condescending 
to veil itself partially in ordinary speech for its 
own high ends. Our belief in the truth of the 
narratives is more entire when they are told with 
such sacred negligence of rhetorical and literary em- 
bellishment. In the Gospels Christ comes to us, 
and we may go to Him, almost as in His sacrament. 
In the great words of the old martyr, whose broken 
Greek has sometimes such singular power — "we 
fly for refuge to the Gospel, as to the flesh of 
Jesus."! 

To the Leading Ideas of the four Gospels we owe 
the shape which they have assumed ; and to the 
four Gospels — partly in spite of, partly on account 
of, their style — we owe our knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. 

' 7rpoff<f>uya>v ry evo'jrycA.i^j a>s <rapK\ 'IijcroO. Ignat. Epist. ad 
Philadelph, v. 
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II 



THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST, MATTHEW'S 

GOSPEL 



**The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham."— St. Matthew i. i. 



When the martyr Ignatius was making his 
progress to Rome, he wrote to the Philadelphians 
in that strange Greek which, if at times it is broken 
and almost extravagant, is often pregnant with 
thought, and almost (one is tempted to think) just 
on the line of transition between inspiration and 
ordinary sanctity. " I have heard some," he writes, 
" saying, * unless I find this in the archives I do 
not believe it in the Gospel ; ' and when I said to 
them, *yes, but it stands written,' they replied, 
* Ah ! that is just the question.' But for me this 
is all superfluous. Jesus Christ is the archives — 
the sacro-sanct inviolable archives is His cross, and 
His death, and His resurrection, and the faith which 
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is through Him."^ This faith must have been deep 
in the writer of the first Gospel, when Christianity 
presented itself for acceptance to the Jews, or 
to Christians of Hebraic origin who were to be 
confirmed in the Church's creed. 



The Gospel of St. Matthew is pervaded by two 
Leading Ideas, and follows two fundamental con- 
ceptions. 

I. It is the Gospel of the discourses. St Matthew 
indeed is, in a good sense, " bodily " as opposed to 
" spiritual."* He does not record such discourses 
as that concerning the bread of life, nor such words 
as those which were breathed forth among the 
inner circle in the guest-chamber. Still, as Renan 
says, a *' glory which is at once gentle and terrible, 
a divine power underlies the words of Jesus in 
St. Matthew." Many chapters are filled with the 
record of His teaching — the Sermon on the Mount ; 
the instruction to the Apostles upon their first 

^ |(iyd«y KWT^ iptStlav irpdao'trc &AX& Korh XP^^"^ ^f^^^^^^- 
iw€\ IJKovird vivtov X€y6vr»v Sri *E&v fi^ iv rots iLpx^iots eUpu iv r^ 
evoyycAr^ otf irtffrt^u, Koi \iyovr6s /aov ahrotf $ri Tiypwirrai 
ifwtKpiBTiffdv fioi Sri Tlp6KetTaf ifjuA 8c ii-pX*^^ iartv 'It}<roSs Xpt<rr6s, 
T& &$iKra &f>x^'^ ^ aravphs atrov koI 6 Bdvaros Koi ri i^ydarawis 
aifTov KoX 71 viffTis ii 81* avTwv, Ignat. Epist. a i Philaddph, viii. 
{Apostolic Fathers^ Part ii. Vol. ii. pp. 271-273. Bishop 
Lightfoot.) 
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mission ; the cluster of the parables of the King- 
dom ; the eightfold woe in the twenty-third chapter ; 
the eschatological predictions and parables in the 
twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters.^ 

A brief answer may suffice to certain questions 
which have been asked, apparently for the purpose 
of disturbing simple Christians in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of their Master's words. How do you know- 
that it is, indeed, the very echo of His voice which 
comes to you across the gulf of time ? Was there 
a reporter in the apostolic company who could 
write shorthand and take sufficient notes ? Arc 
not these discourses like the speeches in Thucydides 
or Livy ? As Christians, we are satisfied with that 
sentence — " the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
shall teach you all things " — that is, all things not 
of the first creation, which is the object of science, 
but of the second, which is the object of revela- 
tion : — " and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you."^ There is no 
tablet like a loving memory, no remembrancer like 
God the Holy Ghost. 

2. We pass on to the second great Leading Idea 
of St. Matthew's Gospel. 

We need not inquire whether the ancient tradi- 
tion, that this Gospel was originally written in 

* St. Matthew v.-viii. ; x. 5-42 ; xiii. 3-52 ; xxiii. 13, s^qq. 
xxiv. XXV. 

- St. John xiv. 26. 
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Hebrew (affirmed by Papias, Irenaeus, Clement of 
Alexandria, TertuUian and others, but since the 
time of Erasmus warmly contested), is true or 
false. But at all events, with its contents before 
us, we need not hesitate to say that it bears 
something the same relation to the other Gospels 
which the Epistle to the Hebrews bears to the 
other Epistles. It is the Gospel of types in his- 
tory, in law, in worship, accomplishing themselves, 
unrecognized by those to whom they specially 
pertained. It is the Gospel of prophecy, accu- 
mulating and interweaving its marvellous coinci- 
dences (sometimes in dark sayings like those of 
the thirty pieces of silver, and of the going before 
the disciples into Galilee^) round the Birth and 
Life, the Death and Resurrection, of Jesus. It is 
the Gospel of the Christ, crowning the aspirations 
of saints and seers, but not the carnal expectations 
of the Jews. It is the Gospel of true Judaism, as 
opposed to the corrupt Judaism of Priests and 
Scribes, of Pharisees and Sadducees. 

This is written on its forefront. "The book of 
the generation," 2 not "the history of the child- 
hood," but the "liber de originibus Jesu" — Jesus 
the Messiah ; the Child of Abraham, in Whom 
all families are to be blessed ; the Heir of David's 
throne, yet rejected by the Jews. 

* St. Matthew xxvii. 9 ; Zcchariah xi. 12, 13 ; St. Matthew xxvi. 
31, 32; Zechariah xiii. 7. - filfi\os yevtaeus. St. Matthew i. i. 
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{a) In the few opening chapters prophecy marks 
Him for its own. " That it might be fulfilled " is 
the often recurring formula. He is the Virgin's 
Son promised to Israel. His Name Jesus, God 
the Saviour, is practically the equivalent of Em- 
manuel.^ From the mines and forests of the dim 
mysterious East gold and incense are brought to 
the Babe bom in Bethlehem. Like the collective* 
Israel, so the personal Israel, God's servant, is called 
out of Egypt, to accomplish the redemption which 
the historical Israel had failed to effect.^ Round 
the awful cradle of the new-bom King the sobs of 
Rachel rise, in a grief whose anguish echoes Jere- 
miah's strain of sorrow. He grows up in Nazareth, 
that the prediction of all the prophets^ might be 
fulfilled, who said — " He shall be an enigma, 
despised of men, yet adored by those who despise 
Him ; for he who calls Jesus Nazarenc shall 
against his will call Him — * my Saviour, my Pro- 
tector.' " ^ The voice of the forerunner, announced 

' **Thou shalt call His name Jesus. Now all this was done, 
hat it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet 
saying, they shall call His name Emmanuel — God with us." 
St. Matthew i. 21-23. The Emmanuel idea and dogma is at the 
root of the name Jesus rightly understood. See Pearson On the 
Creed^ Art. ii. 
- St. Matthew ii. 15 ; Hosea xi. i. 

* 81a TUiV itpoffynTuy, St. Matthew ii. 23, 

* The most ancient interpretation of this passage is that which St. 
Jerome heard from some learned Jews, who became Christians. It 
refere it to that passage in the 1 1 ih of Isaiah, where we read of a 
branch growing out of the roots of Jesse. But the Hebrew word is 
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by Isaiah and Malachi, prepares His \\«ay. He 
dwells in Capernaum, that the light seen by Isaiah 
— a richer dawn than ever flushed the Syrian 
sky — may shine down upon the people that sit 
in darkness and the shadow of death.^ Yet all 
the sign which Israel gives is this, — that when the 
Wise Men come from the East to Jerusalem they 
arc near being murdered by the false king of the 
Jews. And the Chief Priests and Scribes of the 
people never visit the place to which, with prophecy 
in their hands, they guided others. 

"1^3 . St. Matthew's meaning in that case would be — he who con- 
temptuously gives to Ihe Son of David the name ol^Nazarene accom- 
plishes Prophecy, for this Nazarene is the true ncts^r^ the Branch of 
God, growing out of the root of Jesse. 

** In Hebrew the name Nazarene is pronounced noisriy. The Jews 
at this day call Jesus by this name in contemi)t. But the same word" 
notsj-iy signifies also * my Saviour,' * my Protector.' This expression 
is not, indeed, found in any isolated Messianic passage in the Old 
Testament, but all the Prophets, without exception, represent Him 
as the Saviour and Protector of Israel. St. Matthew means to say 
— It is a stumbling-block to you that the Son of David has been 
brought up in this poor Njizareth. In your wish to insult Him by 
this reproach, you do but accomplish prophecy. When you call 
Him tiotsrly you announce His truth : you fulfil that which the 
prophets foretold : you declare that He is your saviour and pro- 
tector. This is one reason why He was to come from Nazareth, 
that those who insult Him under the name of tiotsrly should be 
obliged to glorify Him by saying *my redeemer and protector,' 
which is, in point of fact, conformable to the word of the Prophets." 
— RiGGENBACH. Lebcnjcsu, pp. 203, 204. [1V3 to behold or look 

has the secondary signification of watching — sometimes in a hostile 
sense (as some imderetand 0*1X11 "1^3^ Job vii. 20), *but more 
frequently as watching over to preserve.] 
* St. Matthew iv. 12 sqq. ; Isaiah ix. I, 2, 
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In thg Sermon on the Mount, One speaks to us 
Who is a new and a greater Moses — Who has 
come by the great strokes of His hfe and death 
not to destroy, but to fill up ^ the faint sketch of 
the Law — to give a new I9.W to men endowed with 
a new spirit. 

Again, in the eighth and ninth chapters we 
have that ascending series of miracles, beginning 
with the victory over disease close at hand or far 
off, passing on through the calmed waters and the 
dispossessed demoniacs, until it finds its culmin- 
ating point in forgiven sin and vanquished death. 
What is the first special miracle recorded by St. 
Matthew ? — The healing of the leper.^ Why does 
it stand first } Spiritually, no doubt, it follows the 
Sermon on the Mount, to tell how the eternal 
leprosy that cleaves to our race can alone be healed. 
Not merely by words. Not by systems of morality 
whether they call themselves dependent, inde- 
pendent, or of the will of God. Not by one 
speaking royally, like a distant king from a cloud 
of purple and gold ; nor roughly, like the police- 

^ irAi7p«(rai, v. 17. Kal &AActfS Se iirK-fipuo"^ rhv vSfiov, rolrtffriv 
ay€ir\'fipoiO'fy' Bffa ykp cKCivos 4a'Kiaypdipria'€, ravra oZros rtXtlws 
i^wypdipi^trty iKclyos rh fi^ ipoyijffriSf oZtos rh /A)}8e du/iwB^s cIjci}. 
&a"jrtp Koi 6 ^(oypiipos oif KaraXvti ri^v (TKiaypa^iay aWa fiaWoy 
avawXTipoT. — TnEOPHYL. in Matt, v. Tom. i. 25. See a long 
catena of passages from the Fathers to the same effect in Hammond's 
interesting note. Pfactical Catcchistn^ Lib. ii. Sect. 3, pp. iio- 
114. 

* St. Matthew viii. 2-5. 



II OF THE GOSPELS 27 

man who bids misery clear the way ; nor patron- 
isingly, h'kc the hard kind of good people, who 
have never been tempted in some directions them- 
selves, and drop down loving texts into the sinner's 
sore with such acidulated accents of severe virtue 
that the wound smarts and throbs ; nor sentimen- 
tally, like popular preachers and the " feeble folk " 
who write stories for little children which some- 
times harden the hearts they are intended to touch. 
The leprosy can only be healed by one coming 
down from the mountain and entering into fellow- 
ship with the leper ; by putting out the hand, and 
touching the poor defiled thing, and then, in 
Christ's spirit, saying to it, *' be thou clean." But it 
is also significant that the very miracle stands 
in the front of St Matthew's Gospel, which would 
above all others impress a reader who knew the 
ritual law with the conviction that the healer of 
leprosy was the Christ, the Son of Abraham and 
David. 

Time goes on with its great deeds and gentle 
words. The satanic hatred of the Pharisees con- 
spires for His destruction : — " the Pharisees went 
out and held a council against Him how they 
might destroy Him." ^ Then follows the victory 
of divine gentleness. They sought to destroy : 
He withdrew Himself and healed.^ If His loving 
eye sees one sound and living fibre in the reed, 

* St. Matthew xii. 14. - Ibid. 15. 
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He will fill the earth with His spring, and send 
through the reed the sap of His grace, and save 
it by that fibre. If He perceives one spark in 
the smoking wick, He will cover it with the 
hollow of His hand, and breathe upon it, and 
waken it into a light for the feast or for the 
altar.* But the Pharisees blaspheme. " This fellow 
doth riot cast out devils but by Beelzebub, the 
prince of the devils." ^ And judgment is pro- 
nounced, — "so it shall be also unto this wicked 
generation." * 

Miracle upon miracle is wrought ; yet Judaism 
calls for another sign, for " a sign from heaven." * 
There is one brief Hosanna, one fitful revival. 
Alas ! the fig-tree (God's own type of Israel in 
Hosea,^) is its image. The deceptive tree deluded 
the hungry by the wayside. Disciples might seek 
for spiritual good from a system rich in leaves, but 
without fruits ; and so be prepared for a judgment 
that should blast and wither the theocratic people 
from the very root. The words immediately fol- 
lowing are not hyperbole. They are prophecy, 
"This mountain" is the temple-hill, the repre- 
sentative of Judaism ; and the " sea " into which 
it is to be cast and lost is the sea of nations.® In 
the twenty-second and twenty-third chapters the 
great Questioner baffles the Sadducecs and Scribes, 

' St. Matthew xii. 20, cf, Isaiah xlii. 3. * St. Matthew xii. 24. 
3 Ibid, 45. * St. Matthew xvL i ; cf. xii. 38. 

• Ilosea ix. 10. ° St. Matthew xxi. 21. 
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and reduces the Pharisees to silence ; and then 
pours out burning words, scathing their hypocrisy 
and proselytism and Jesuitical distinctions. "Ye 
are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness." The 
worm of death gnaws at the foundation of Judaism. 
It breeds stench and pestilence. And then the 
true Israel went out and departed from the temple, 
His retreating footsteps forming the prelude to the 
voice which was heard afterwards, — "let us go 
hence," — and God's Presence went with Him.^ 

The same view pervades the closing chapters. 

The drama deepens to its end. He has ap- 
peared first as law-giver ; secondly, as wonder- 
worker ; thirdly, as teacher. He must be more 
than these. — More than law-giver. Law wakens 
the moral sense to obligations, towering one 
beyond the other into an infinite distance. Law 
tells the listening ear of the cruel dissonance 
between the discord of that which a man is, and 

^ The close of St. Matthew xxiii. and beginning of xxiv. I, lose 
their terrible significance by being sharply cut in two : i^Urai byTiv 
b uIkot ifJMV (pTjfios, \4yo0 ykp vfxiVy oh yA\ fit f8i}rc av' ipri ecus tty 
tlinjrt K.T.K. — Ktd i^ekOifv 6 *lijffovs ^nopf^tro avh rod Upov. St. 
Matthew xxiii. 38, 39 ; xxiv. i. There are three divine momaUa 
here, (i) God's house become, not His, but theirs {hiiivt bfi»y). 
(2) Its utter desolation and deconsecration with all its consequences 
to them (cuf^Urai itfjuy Ifprifios). (3) The sentence actually taking 
effect by the departure of Jesus, and His withdrawal from the whole 
temple precinct {i^tkOiou ivoptvtro iLvh rov Upov) 
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the perfect music of that which he ought to be. 
Man needs something by which he may be lifted 
to the distant summit ; by which the sense of dis- 
cord may be mitigated. As the Redeemer must 
be more than law-giver, so He must be more than 
wonder-worker. The miracle comes to tell us that 
what we call nature is not so natural after all ; 
that man is from time to time reached by a higher 
law, which touches him with its light but seldom 
in the centuries ; that He who works it has know- 
ledge of a great chapter, whereof that which we 
call law is but a poor sub-section. Man wants 
something more than to know even God's wisdom 
and power. The Saviour of a being like man 
must, again, be more than merely a teacher. The 
moral precept without requires a moral power 
within. The parable shows us nature with lights 
of God's Kingdom upon it, falling through a door 
which we cannot enter. Therefore, He must be 
more. He must be the High Priest, entering into 
the lowest depths ; kneeling in Gethsemane, with 
a burden laid upon Him ; hanging upon the cross, 
priest and victim, with the pierced hands and feet, 
and the wounded side, and the awful circlet of the 
crown of thorns, and the pale and dying lips. He 
must then, to make this effectual, be the King 
reigning in glory, and sending out heralds to gather 
in His people, not from one race alone, but from 
all lands, into a Catholic Church. 
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We find the same conception moulding the 
evangelist's materials at the close as at the begin- 
ning — accomplished prophecy and Jewish blindness. 
" The High Priest rent his clothes/*^ " The rent 
garment," says Bishop Taylor, " signifying that the 
priesthood should be rent away from him and from 
his nation. His personated and theatric horror 
became the type of his punishment." The dream 
of Pilate's wife and the washing of Pilate's hands are 
a silent but terrible reproach to the Jewish rulers.*^ 

This is brought out more clearly by the shapes 
which stand in contrast with the Chief Priests, 
and Scribes, and Elders, as He hangs upon the 
cross. The Roman centurion might have seen 
men dying on the battle-field, but never a death 
like that, when Jesus "cried again with a loud 
voice and yielded up the ghost."^ The women 
look on with pity, " beholding afar off." The 
rich man begged the body of Jesus. But the 
chiefs of fallen Judaism conspire with the heathen. 
* They came together unto Pilate."^ More than 
that — "they gave large' money unto the soldiers, 
saying, say ye His disciples came by night and 
stole Him away whilst we slept."^ And then, 

^ St. Matthew xxvi. 65. 

^ Ibid, xxvii. 19, 24. On dreams in St. Matthew's Gospel, see 
Note 2 at the end of this discussion. 
' St. Matthew xxvii. 50. 
* Ibid. 62. 
' Ibid, xxviii. 12, 13. 
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— remembering doubtless how well they had 
succeeded with an Apostle, — in the spirit of the 
English minister who said " every man has his 
price" (and truly enough of most men whom 
he was likely to know), " if this comes to the 
governor's ears, we will persuade him and secure 
you."^ 

Is there not prophecy there to those who will 
look below the surface ? Every nation has a lower, 
as well as a loftier side. Ever since that fatal bribe 
was paid ; in spite of endowments, often splendid, 
sometimes beautiful, in spite of magnificent ransoms 
to humanity paid out of the gold which Judaism 
has the genius for amassing ; baseness about money 
has too often thinned the noble blood of those 
whose spiritual fathers were "homines desi- 
deriorum." The sad deed of fallen Judaism 
round the holy sepulchre has been sadly avenged 
by the bar sinister of meanness drawn across one of 
the proudest escutcheons in the history of mankind. 

But enough of them. Money is not almighty. 
Stones cannot keep down the Holy One, nor 
hierarchs suppress the living and the true. The 
Passion Week is ended. The Easter Sunday has 
come and gone. The Son of Abraham and David 
enters into His Kingdom and passes into Galilee.^ 
The spell of the mountains seems to have been on 

* St. Matthew xxviii. 14. 
^ Ibid, xxviii. 16. 
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St. Matthew, and he loved to contemplate the Son 
of God in those solemn sanctuaries. We remember 
the mountain of the Temptation,^ of the beatitudes, 
of the prayer during the storm, of the Trans- 
figuration, and finally of the meeting in Galilee 
after the Resurrection.^ 

" Then the eleven disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a mountain, where Jesus had appointed 
them." Judaism has done its worst to the bitter 
end. High Priests and Scribes, the heads of the 
ecclesiastical power and men of the dominant 
theological schools ; Pharisees and Sadducees, the 
precursors of religious parties that have lost their 
life, and become carrion things round which the 
eagles are gathering ; the shadows that project 
themselves into the future, and become to us like 
familiar shapes — the sceptic, the Jesuit, the prc- 
destinarian, the Pharisee who is not a Protestant, 
and the Pharisee who is ; they have killed the Holy 
One of God. They have wrangled and cheated, 
they have bribed and lied over the empty grave ; 
but the Risen Lord is on the hills of Galilee. He 
is freer than the mountain air. "All power is 

* It should be noted that the true reading of St. Luke iv. 5 has 
only hvvyayiiv aifr6v ("he led Ilim up," R.V.), while St. Matthew 
to vapa\afifiiiy€i aurSy adds eis 6pos v^^Khy \iay. (St. Matthew 
iv. 8.) 

* St. Matthew iv. 8 ; v. i ; xiv. 23 ; xv. 29 ; xvii. i ; xxviii. 16. 
Cf. xviii. 12 ; xxi. 21 ; xxiv. 16, as illustrating the attraction of the 
mountains to the humanity of our Lord. 

D 
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given unto Him in heaven and earth."^ He sends 
His heralds, unconfined by the narrow limits of 
one land, to disciple all nations by baptizing them, 
and promises to be with them all days, the darkest 
not less than the brightest, to the end of the 
world.^ 

Thus does St. Matthew fill up this great con- 
ception of prophecy accomplished in the Son of 
Abraham and David : of Him Who is the true 
Israel, in Whose work and Person true Judaism is 
concentrated, over against the false Judaism of a 
fallen priesthood and an apostate people. 

n. We may now apply this view of St. Mat- 
thew's Gospel, first to the question of the origin of 
the Gospels^ secondly in a practical way. 

It may be looked upon as an ascertained result 
of criticism, that the Gospels were all written 
within the first century ; none earlier than about 
A.D. 60, none later than between A.D. 80 and 90. 
This historical fact will seem strange to certain 
modern notions. Consider for a moment how the 
matter really stands. Let us put ourselves in 
imagination back to Pentecost. In those her bridal 
days, the young Church was filled, not with new 
wine, but with a holy and heavenly enthusiasm. 
The light of the everlasting morning had not yet 
ceased to flood her spires and battlements. Her 

^ St. Matthew xxviiL 18, 20. 
2 IHd, 
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tabernacle was yet on the holy hills, and the cry 
rose to her lips — " Lord ! it is good for us to be 
here." . With loins girded and lamps burning, she 
waited for her Lord's coming, and strained her eyes 
towards the eternal dawn. She was the " pilgrim 
of eternity"; and the song which she rolled out 
strong and grand against the winter sky was — 
" arise we and depart : for this is not our rest." It 
may be that she had not special days of commemo- 
ration, Christmas or Good-Friday, Easter or Ascen- 
sion. But she lived upon her Lord's Birth and 
Death, upon His Resurrection and Ascension. 
She needed no book of His Logia, of His discourses 
or of His works. There were those with her who 
had seen Him on the mountain of Transfiguration ; 
who had heard Him say, ** peace be unto you," on 
the great Easter Sunday ; and had felt joy deepen- 
ing within them, as they looked upon the atoning 
wounds. 

At first, then, there was not, and there needed 
not to be, any official memorial of the Lord. The 
sermons of the Apostles were, in many cases, it 
would appear, summaries of our Lord's life.^ In 
portions of the apostolic Epistles, particular inci- 
dents are mentioned or assumed, though not so 
frequently as in Christian writings of a later date. 
The institution of the Eucharist is recorded in 
the First Epistle to the Corinthians, and the 

* Acts ii. 22-37 ; v. 29-33 ; x. 34*44 ; xiii. 23-40. 

D 2 
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Transfiguration in the Second Epistle of St. Petcr.^ 
St. Paul speaks of the Birth and Circumcision of 
Jesus, and of His life of poverty .^ The writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, while asserting the 
continuance of miracles in the Christian society of 
his day,^ implies that he recognises the fuller flood 
of miraculous efficacy in our Lord's ministry by 
adopting three words recognised for it in the 
Evangelists.* Other incidents of less primary 
importance are also referred to in a way which 
implies an acquaintance with them. The writer of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews assumes it as " evident," 
known to all,^ that " our Lord has arisen out of 
Judah." When the same writer says, "Jesus 
suffered without the gate, let us go forth, therefore, 
unto Him without the camp bearing His re- 
proach,"® we may have a reminiscence of the 
Saviour led out to be crucified, and of the Cyre- 
nian bearing His cross. The "Abba, Father" of 
Romans and Galatians is an echo from Gethsemane ; 
" the strong crying and tears " of Jesus in Hebrews 

^ I Corinthians xi. 23 ; 2 St. Peter i. 16, 19. 
3 Galatians iv. 4-6 ; 2 Corinthians viii. 9. 

2 ffvy(irifiaprvpovvTos. Hebrews ii. 4: "This witness is present 
and not past." (Bishop Westcott m he). 

* (TrjfifTa /col ripara combined in St. Matthew xxiv. 24 ; St. Mark 
xiii. 22 ; St. John iv. 43 ; Bi/yofi«<s, St. Matthew xi. 20 ; St. Mark 
vi. 14. 

* Trp6hri\ov. Hebrews vii. 14. . 

* Hebrews xiii. 13 ; (/I St. Matthew xxvii. 32 ; St. Mark xv. 21; 
St. Luke xxiii. 26. 
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calls up the whole scene. ^ When St. Paul desires that 
women " may attend upon the Lord without dis- 
traction/'^ had he not before the eye of his mind the 
tender picture of the two sisters, whereof one sat 
at Jcsus's feet, while the other was " cumbered " ^ 
about much serving } In the Epistle to the 
Galatians the baptismal " robing with Christ *' is 
borrowed from the parable of the Prodigal ; it is a 
hint of — " bring forth the best robe, and put it on 
him."* In the Epistle to Timothy, the Apostle 
urges the payment of certain presbyters on the 
authority of Christ's saying — " the labourer is 
worthy of his hire,** — and that in a way which pre- 
supposes his knowledge of the whole discourse 
addressed to the Seventy.^ When St. John utters 
that admonition — " He that saith he abideth in 
Him ought also so to walk as lie made His one 
great life-walk "^ — whether or not wc suppose that 
his Epistle was a circular letter accompanying the 
Gospel, he must have had a distinct image before 
his own soul, which he took it for granted was no 
less present to theirs. As time went on, the words 

' Romans viii. 15 ; Galatmns iv. 6 ; Hebrews v. 7. The twelfth 
chapter of the Revelation manifestly borrows its colouring from the 
Birth of Jesus, and Herod's ''seeking the young Child's life.*' 
Apoc. xii. 1-4, 5. 

^ h.irtpi(Tiri<TT<as, I Corinthians vii. 35. 

' v€pt€<nraro, St. Luke x. 40. 

* Xpttrrhy ivMffaaQf. Galatians iii. 27, cf, St. Luke xv. 22. 

* I Timothy v. 18 ; cf. St. Luke x. 7. 

^ KaOj% ^Kuvjs vf^ttxiTrjfTf. I St. [ohn ii. 6. 
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of Jesus were brought to the Church's mind ac- 
cording to His promise. The successive needs of 
the Church touched and quickened the springs of 
memory, and events brought out the latent trea- 
sures which she possessed. " In verbis Christi 
semina erant totius cursus Evangelii." Thus, 
when the Holy Ghost began to fall on certain, St. 
Peter exclaims — " then remembered I the word of 
the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost' "^ The suddenness of the Lord's Second 
Coming is illustrated in the First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, by an image of the most vivid 
familiarity. " Concerning the times and the seasons 
ye have no need that aught be written unto you." 
Why no need } Because they knew already, from 
a higher source, out of the treasures of a greater 
teaching, accurately, spontaneously, without need 
of prophecy, that the " day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night" They knew it from 
the recorded discourses of Jesus.^ When St. Paul 
would enforce the important practical principle that 
the Church is not the diaphanous creature which 
extreme voluntaryism would make her, he remem- 
bers Christ's words — " the labourer is worthy of his 

^ Acts xi. i6 ; cj, i. 5. 

s ahroi ykp iiKpifius otBart Srt fifitpa K. ws KXiirrifs iv vvktX 
oUrcas Ifpx*'''^^' ^ Thessalonians v. 2. Cf. St. Matthew xxiv. 43 ; 
St. Luke xii. 39 ; 2 St. Peter iii. 10. It is interesting to find the 
synoptical word in the Apocalypse iii. 3, xvi. 15. 
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hire." ^ If he would remove morbid scruples from 
the sensitive conscience of the man who went to 
the entertainment of one who was external to the 
Church, he reminds the Corinthians how Jesus had 
spoken to the Seventy upon their mission — "eat 
such things as are set before you."^ When the 
same Apostle deals with the question of the in- 
violability of the marriage bond, he falls back 
upon the remembered command of the Lord 
" I command, yet not I, but the Lord : let not 
the wife depart from her husband " — the substance 
of His answer to the question of the Pharisees — 
**is it lawful for a man to put away his wifc"?^ 
It seems to be as certain as anything of the 
kind can be that an unwritten traditional life 
of Jesus graven upon the living heart of the 
Church, preceded the written life. In this, start- 
ling as it seems at first hearing to some, there is 
no derogation from the honour of the written 
word. No ark of the new Covenant overlaid round 
about with gold kept in its side the book of the 
new law. There was not, as in Bacon's fine 
romance of Atlantis^ the pillar and cross of light, 
breaking up and casting itself into a firmament 
of many stars, and the branch of palm covering 

* I Timothy v. 18 ; cf, St. Luke x. 7. 

2 I Corinthians x. 27 ; cf. St. Luke x. 8. 

' I Corinthians vii. lo ; cf, St. Matthew xix. 3, 9 ; cf, also the 
irapaO^iffofMi of the seventh word from the cross (Luke xxiii. 46) with 
g Tim. i. 12 ; I Pet. iv. 19, and 2 Tim. iv. 18 with Matt. vi. 13. 
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the ark of cedar which floated upon the calm mys- 
terious sea, with the volume of the Gospels shroud- 
ed in its depths. Yet the Holy Spirit guided the 
rhemories, and freely used the intelligences of 
Apostles and their disciples, that His Church 
might know the certainty of those things wherein 
she had been instructed ; and that across the gulf 
of ages, and the mists of history, down to the 
end of time, the eyes of Christians might see the 
authentic lineaments of the King in His beauty. 

As to the Gospel with which we are now more 
directly concerned, and which the Church has 
always attributed to St. Matthew, a denial of its 
authorship has been based upon the tone of the 
evangelist in describing the call of St. Matthew in 
the ninth chapter.^ " It is impossible," writes 
Schenkel, " to conceive a colder or more impersonal 
narrative. It is much easier to suppose the state- 
ment in St. Luke to be his, with such a vivid touch 
as this — * Levi made Him a great feast in his own 
house.2 "* The answer to such an objection is to 
be found in the instinctive sentiment, which made 
those who had stood in the presence of the Holy 
One almost annihilate themselves before Him. 
There is a spirit which loves placard and advertise- 
ment, which multiplies tracts of which the heroes 
are puny or questionable saints, who write inter- 
minable experiences with eyes alternately turned 

' St. Matthew ix. 9, 14. 2 St. Luke v. 29. 
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to heaven, and peering to see who is listening 
behind the half-opened door. It was not so with 
Christ's Apostles. Their motto was — " He must 
increase, I must decrease." ' It has been beautifully 
conjectured that St. Matthew leaves the Parable of 
the Pharisee and Publican to be recorded by St. 
Luke, because he is the publican from whom it was 
drawn. The very fact that the narrative of St. 
Matthew is so sober and impersonal tells for, rather 
than against, its composition by the publican who 
became an apostle. 

It will be observed that our analysis, so far as it 
is correct, establishes the unity of the authorship 
of this Gospel. This has been impugned by a host 
of modern writers. The comparatively timid 
rationalism of the beginning of the century hinted 
that the first two chapters came from another 
hand. Ewald, about forty years ago, printed the 
first Gospel in five different types, that the reader 
might have before his eyes the fragments of which 
it is composed. Hingelfeld assigns it to two 
authors, — one earlier, one later ; one forcing 
Christianity into a Jewish mould, the other hand- 
ling it in the broader spirit of St. Paul. Kostlein 
asserts that it was put together from three pieces, 
the Syro-Chaldaic original of St. Matthew, the 
primitive Mark, and Galilean tradition. Schenkel 
very similarly analyses it into a composite of a 
document called the " primitive Mark ;" of a .second 
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document supposed to be spoken of by Papias as 
TO, \o^ia ; and, added to this, of a certain amount 
of oral tradition. 

Such theories are refuted to a candid mind, even 
by those subordinate traits which are to a compo- 
sition what the play and trick of features is to the 
living face, giving it individuality and character. 
The transitions in St. Matthew's narrative have 
been called by M. R^ville " simple, almost infan- 
tine." Be it so. But the rore (" then ") repeated more 
than fifty times, shows that one hand, however untu- 
tored, was at work. "I believe," says M. R6ville again, 
"that no writer ever felt happier in his work." 
Certainly, the writer has throughout a simple, 
happy admiration for the things which he relates, 
and many of which he had seen. It is the same 
man throughout who gazes with a rapture that 
never tires. " Lo ! " and " Behold ! " rushes to his 
lips more than thirty times in this short book. 
The star of the Epiphany is in the east, do you not 
see it ? " Lo ! the star." The Lord is on the holy 
mount ; the cloud of glory descends upon the hill. 
" Behold ! there appeared unto them Moses and 
Elias. Behold ! a bright cloud overshadowed 
them. Behold ! a voice out of the cloud." It 
is Easter morning. The women go to tell the 
disciples^ — " Behold ! Jesus met them." The evan- 

* See the eloquent passage in M. Reville*s ** Question des 
Jivangiles." Rcvuc d(s D^tx Mondes^ June i, 1866, 
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gelist has been accused by others of being a sort of 
diffuse and garrulous Herodotus among the four, 
passionately fond of legend and miracle. The 
wonders of the Infancy, the walking of Peter on 
the sea, the stater in the fish's mouth, the dream of 
Pilate's wife, the bodies of the saints reappearing 
after the Resurrection, the marvels at the sepulchre, 
have been appealed to against St. Matthew's 
credibility ; but, if they testify to his individuality, 
let them at least vouch for his existence. 

Even such subordinate traits led us to the con- 
clusion that it is one mind which addresses us. 
How much more must we reject the theory that 
this Gospel is a thin substratum of original 
writings, — beneath a stupendous layer of myths, 
discourses evolved out of the Church's conscious- 
ness, and agglomerated fragments of other docu- 
ments, — when we perceive that the whole mass of 
the composition is not only thinly traversed by 
particular lines of thought, but moulded and shaped 
throughout by certain Leading Ideas. 

2. It remains to apply practically what has been 
said of this Gospel as a whole. 

{a) There is an eternal freshness in it. Pharisees 
washing their hands, and making the phylactery 
very broad and the tassel very long ; pedantic 
scribes, mocking human nature with subtleties fine 
and glossy, but sharp and piercing as threads of 
glass ; the haughty priests of a corrupt establish- 



44 THE LEADING IDEAS ii 

ment, and its sceptical and mocking Sadducees ; 
the wild demoniac ; the publican, the man seem- 
ingly dead and buried in material pursuits, yet 
obeying the " call of Jesus ; " the woman of 
Bethany, pouring from her broken heart perfumes 
which were dearer to Christ than the hoarded nard ; 
these are the shapes, " touching and terrible," that 
were never forged, which live and speak to suc- 
cessive generations.^ 

The spirit of hypocrisy, of Pharisaism, of hollow 
sanctimonious and hierarchical pretension, is 
lasting as human nature. It is scathed in St. 
Matthew's Gospel ; no doubt of it. Only do not 
let us be put off by dress. We look out for the 
successors of Chief Priests, of Scribes and 
Pharisees, in copes and chasubles, in the priest's 
surplice or the prelate's lawn. We may find them 
in other quarters, among the sentimental professors 
of a liberal and unsectarian Christianity, not less 
than among the defenders of a dogmatic creed. 

Neither let us be hasty in drawing from the con- 
demnation of formalism in St. Matthew a condem- 
nation o{ forms. It is interesting to notice that the 
verses which put in the sharpest and clearest way 
the relation of the external to the spiritual element 
in religion are peculiar to this Gospel. 'M//the 
virgins," in the parable, " arose and trimmed their 
torches," cleared the wick in the vessel, and 

^ M. Revillc, ibid. pp. 639, 640. 
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arranged the garlands ^ around the staff which bore 
it ; " all the virgins," the wise no less than the 
foolish. But " they that were foolish took no oil ; 
the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps." 
Christ would have neither the form without the 
spirit, nor the dogma without the life ; neither the 
lamp without the oil, nor the oil without the lamp. 
Without the lamp, the oil will be wasted ; without 
the oil, the lamp will not burn. 

{b) It is this first verse that gives such fulness of 
significance to all this Gospel. It is because He is 
Jesus Christ, Son of Abraham and David, that His 
discourses are what they are — everlasting, power- 
ful, the inner law of Christian society and civiliza- 
tion, the creative source of new courage, new 
thoughts, new enterprises, new saints, new apostles, 
new martyrs. This Gospel is not the life of a dead 
man. It is the specimen of an eternal life manifested 
upon earth for a while, by which we come to know 
in some measure what He is Who is our Lord. 
This is why it is that to leave off reading the daily 
lesson or chapter is to forget Christ, and with Him 
purity and goodness. This is why so many in the 
evening of their days, as they look back with bitter 
self-accusation, remember that the time which they 
most deplore coincided exactly with the time when, 
by shutting up their New Testament, they shut out 
Christ's presence from their lives. Yet, thank God 

^ iK6afiri<rav. St. Matthew xxv. 7. 
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we know Him, or we may know Him. We may 
know Him as the leper knew Him ; as Peter did, 
when with the spray in his hair, and the storm- 
h'ght on his face, he cried, " Lord ! save me ; " as 
Galilee knew Him, when He went about doing good. 
Still above the clouds that hang over the Church 
and the world He is the light, the dawn and 
Morning Star of each new era, until the final 
revelation, when, over the last clouds going up 
from a burning world, the sign shall appear. Stilf 
the shadow of the Man of sorrows hangs over the 
sick. Still worship is the dialogue between Him 
and the soul which He has redeemed with such a 
price.^ Still as we kneel at the Holy Communion 
Sunday after Sunday, or in the stillness of the room 
where our dear ones lie, the Eucharist of the upper 
chamber is with us, as it was with those who heard 
and saw Him. Still those words are comfortable 
as of old — " come unto Me all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

{c) It follows, as a matter of course, that in receiv- 
ing StMatthew's Gospel the Church commits herself 
to a definite and very exalted view of Jewish history 
and prophecy. To this view, indeed, she is com- 
mitted with her very life, because her Master is so 
committed. Whatever theories may be formed of 
possible limitations of His human knowledge, to 
suppose Him ignorant of a matter so directly 

' See Pressense. Vie de ^huSy in the closing pages. 
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bearing upon the purpose of His mission, is to 
suppose Him fatally incompetent for the execution 
of the very work which he came to perform. The 
Church will follow the course of all true criticism 
of the Hebrew Scriptures with a deep and reverent 
interest, without panic and without perturbation, 
with fearless patience and with perfect impartiality. 
All that is proved she will accept, and find her 
vision enlarged. All that is conjectural, however 
exquisitely ingenious, she will let pass with a sigh 
or with a smile. The spirit of the first Gospel will 
help her to discriminate in Judaism that which is 
accidental and merely part of the equipment of pre- 
paration from that which is living and eternal. The 
first of these elements of Judaism is like the rusted 
anchor which lies upon the shore, or like the torn 
and sodden nest in the wood. The second is like 
the vessel which the anchor once held, now moving 
far away upon the sea ; or like the bird, once helpless 
in the nest, now exulting in its liberty. More and 
more the Church will be guided, not so much to 
learn Christ from the Old Testament as to learn 
the Old Testament from Christ ; not so much to 
learn the New Testament through the Old, as to 
learn the Old Testament through the New. 
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NOTE I.— I. 2 (a). 
St. Matthew ii. 1-2. 

It is instructive to remark in this portion of St. Mt-itthew's 
narrative the historically restrained character of that very portion of 
the Gospel which might seem to be most peculiarly near the dream- 
land of legend. Let us note two points : [a) That there is no 
exaggeration about the star or meteor, {h) That no prophecy of the 
Epiphany is alleged. 

(a) The star of the Epiphany early lent itself to eml>ellishments, 
the occurrence of which in a genuine Gospel would at once have 
committed Christianity to a crushing defeat. A writer generally so 
sobA" as Ignatius, and who died only about fifty years after the 
publication of the first Gospel, writes as follows : — 

irws oZv 4^>caf€p^dri roiis euwaiv ; iariip iv ohpav^ tXafv^^v virhp 
itdvras rohs inTTtpaij Koi rh <ptcs abrov ayfK\d\rirov ^y, Koi ^tvifffihv 
irapux^v h kcuv6ti\s ainov' rh. 8e Aotir^ irdvra ivrpa &fia rixltp Koi 
(TcX'^vp Xophs iy4vtro r^ kffripi, avrhi 8c ^v tnrep&dWcov rh p&s 
ainov 6v^p travrv rapaxh re ^p ir6d€v ri Kaip6rris ri itySfioios avroTs 
^dty i\vfTo ira<rafiay€la...9€0v ityOpcrrtyus payepovfxfyov eis KaiySrrtra 
atSiou C<c^S' dpxh*^ ^( i\dfi$av€y rh Tapii 6€^ d'inipriafi4yoy {Epist. 
Ignat. cui Ephes, xix.). This is one of two passages where Ignatius 
goes beyond the Gospels. [XayScre, ^Kaj^^vwrk /x«, wal TScre %ri oitK 
tifil Jiaifi6yioy dtr^fiaroy. ad Smyrn. iii. LiGHTF(X)T, Aposi, 
FatherSy Part II. Vol. ii 295, 296 : cf. St. Luke xxiv. 36-38, 39.] 

A passage of lofty poetical grandeur on the subject of the star is 
contained in one of the Apocryphal Gospels (dvcjSXctf^a ely rhv 
dipa, KoX cZSov rhv d4pa f^K0afifioy dv4fi\f^a tls rhy 'K6\oy rov 
ovpavou Koi flSoy avrhv karSora ic.t.A.. — Proieztang, Jacob. 18 
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Evang. Afocryph, Tischend. p. 33. Bishop Lightfoot quotes 
Milton's : 

" The stars with deep amaze 
Stand fixt in stedfast gaze." 

One must add that the impression of these magnificent sentences 
in the Protevang. Jac. is frittered away by a multitude of petty 
details and the usual theatricalism of these documents. Surely no 
writer of the class to which St. Matthew evidently belonged could 
have kept his fancy within bounds unless he had been restrained and 
sobered by the stem repression of truths The very silence of an 
evangelist is inspirea. 

{b) The same restraint may be observed in another marked 
abstinence in the Epiphany narrative. It has become a common- 
place of rationalistic criticism to say that "the Epiphany is a picture 
created by prophecy. " St. Matthew again and again in these opening 
scenes marks the prophetic pages with a coloured pencil. In the visit 
of the Magi we have an incident of surpassing imaginative beauty. 
All through the ages it has been glorified by pencil and song. Yet, 
singular to say, the Epiphany is the only scene in the sublime open- 
ing of the drama of the life of Jesus, for which St. Matthew claims 
no prophecy whatever. We are tempted to think that he might have 
referred to Balaam's language (Numbers xxiv. 17). The Church in 
her Epiphany services has seen the bending forms of kings in the 
dim magnificence of the language of psalmist and seer. (Psalm Ixxii. 
10-15 ; Isaiah Ix. 6.) Still the fact remains that over the Epiphany 
alone in these two chapters St. Matthew makes us hear no joy-bells 
of prophecy filling the air. If he had foreseen that he would have 
been accused of translating a picture of prophecy into the language 
of fact, he could scarcely have taken a more effectual way of defend- 
ing himself than by omitting between vv. ii and I2 of chap. ii. his 
ioLmiX\2X formula lya. ir\Tjpwd^. 
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NOTE II 

Dreams find a distinct mention in St. Matthew's Gospel. We 
have the dream of the wise men (ii. 12), of Joseph repeatedly (i. 20 ; 
ii. 13, 19, 22), of Pilate's wife (xxvii. 19). To St. Matthew, with 
his deep view of prophecy, the dream may have seemed the faint 
reflection of it vouchsafed to pure souls outside the theocracy, (ii. 12 ; 
xxvii. 19,) Joseph, the carpenter, like another Joseph (Genesis 
xxxvii. 5-12), is a dreamer of dreams, and thus, even in sleep, is a 
fitting " sentinel at the door of the Infant-king." The moral and 
spiritual uses of dreams might well form a practical chapter in a 
complete treatise on Christian psychology. The first Lord Lytton, 
in one of his earlier writings, remarks upon the notices of the stealthy 
growth of evil passions afforded by dreams. A great Christian 
thinker has left some precious pages upon this night-side of human 
nature. **Bad people," he says, ** cannot well have good dreams. 
And good dreams are much truer signs of a man than bad dreams." 
** Dreams," writes Archbishop Laud, ** are not in the power of him 
that hath them, but in the unruliness of fancy, which in broken 
sleep wanders which way it pleases, and shapes what it pleases. " 
Mr. Mozley* further remarks the "affectionate and devotional 
character in Laud's dreams." e.g, ** Sunday night My dream of 
my blessed Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. One of the most com-, 
ortable passages I ever had in my life." To dream of Christ is to 
dream like Joseph, and probably to live like Joseph. The amplifi- 
cation of the message about her dream sent by Claudia Procula, 
Pilate's wife, is considered by Tischendorf to throw some real light 
upon that incident. {Evattg, Apoc. 189, 190.) 

^ Mozley's Essays, 148-150. 
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III 



THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. MARK'S 

GOSPEL 

**The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God."- 

St. Mark i. i. 



We may, probably, best arrive at the Leading 
Ideas of St. Mark's Gospel by a notice of his main 
characteristics. 

I. The main characteristic of this evangelist is 
his vividness, that quality which an eloquent critic 
has thus described in Mr. Carlyle's historical writ- 
ings : — " He is great in single figures and striking 
episodes, but wants gradation and continuity. He 
sees history as it were by flashes of lightning. A 
single scene, a single figure is minutely photo- 
graphed. Every tree and stone, almost every blade 
of grass, the attitude or expression of a principal 
figure, the gestures of a momentary passion, every- 
thing leaps into vision under that sudden glare." ^ 

^ Mr. Lowell. My Study Windmv^. 

E 2 
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{a) If St. Matthew loves to lead us back to the 
past, with St. Mark that past seems to become 
living. Hence he constantly uses the present tense 
in his narrative. 

{h^ " Immediately "^ is his " catchword." In two 
cases, at least, it is repeated three times in three 
consecutive verses. It occurs not less than forty- 
two times in this short book. 

{c) The double negative is constantly found. 

{d) When he records the language of any persons 
who are introduced into the narrative it is frequently 
almost dramatic in its liveliness. Often, indeed, 
sentences preserved by him reproduce the hurry 
and eagerness of the moment. We seem to hear 
the fluttered words, spoken with a beating heart 
by one panting for breath. To select one example. 
" I see men as trees walking," may be resolved into 
three sentences. " I see men." " I see them still 
and unmoving as trees." " I now see them walk- 
ing."2 The ea of the evil spirit (not " let us alone," 
but the " alas," the sigh of immortal anguish) ; the 
ova of the revilers, who pass by the sufferers on 
the cross, is set down by St. Mark.^ 

{e) Life-like details drop from his pencil, until 
narratives for which there are parallels in the other 
synoptics, seem to be pre-eminently his. Witness 

2 Bishop Wordsworth on St. Mark viii. 24. 
^ St. Mark i. 24 ; xv. 29. 
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the leper " beseeching Him and kneeling down to 
Him ; '* 1 and three successive tempests in the fourth 
and fifth chapters, — the storm in the lake, the storm 
in the demoniac's soul, the storm of sorrow in the 
troubled hearts of a bereaved home. The narrative 
abounds in pictorial touches. We may remind our- 
selves of these. The veil of the heavens rent over 
the baptism of Jesus.*-^ The " green grass " in the 
wilderness, and the companies disposed like garden 
plots.^ In the night, upon the hill, under the vault 
of heaven, the brightness which surpasses art, and 
which nature can only match in her aspects of most 
delicate beauty, " exceeding white as snow, so as 
no fuller on earth can whiten them ; " the epileptic 
boy, who wallowed groaning, and the father crying 
with tears, at the foot of the mountain, in the 
common day.* Jesus " going before " the disciples 
on the way to Jerusalem.^ The lowering and fallen 
looks ^ of him who came running and knelt to Jesus, 
contrasted with the loving expression of the Master's 
face.^ The name of Bartimaeus, his casting away 
the garment in which he was wrapped, and springing 
up toward Christ ;^ the encouraging word of those 
who hailed Bartimaeus, " be of good comfort, rise, 
He calleth thee." ® The fig-tree withered upward 

* St. Mark i. 40. ^ Ibid. i. 10, <rxiC<>MfVovs. 
^ irpaffiai vpa<riai. Ibid, vi. 39, 40. 

* Ibid. ix. 3, 17, 1 8 sqq. ^ Ibid. x. 32. 

* Ibid. X. 17. ' U)id. vv. 17, 21. 

* Ibid. ver. 46 sqq. ' Ibid. v. 49. 
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from the roots.^ The figure of the Lord, sitting 
over against the treasury, and praising her who 
gave the mite which has borne such accumulated 
interest.^ That other picture of Him, sitting upon 
the Mount of Olives, over against the temple, and 
joining in His discourse the end of that august 
pile with the end of the world, in words before 
whose majesty the genius of Shakespeare himself, 
in his latest and most perfect lines, seems weak : — 

"The gorgeous towers, the cloud-capt palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve."'* 

The young man so enthusiastically following Jesus, 
so quickly flying from danger.* The High Priest, 
stung with anger, rising and springing forward 
into the midst with .unpriestly fury.^ Peter 
warming himself towards the fire, with the blaze 
showing the working of his features;® then 
flinging himself into the thought of his sin, and 
sobbing long and loud/ The simple grandeur 
of the words — " when the centurion saw that He 
so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly 
this man was the Son of God." ® The stone seen 

^ St. Mark xi. 21. 2 Ib.'d. xii. 41 sqq. 

' Ibid, xiii. "^ sqq, * xiv. 51, 52. 

^ iivaiTThis 6 itpx^^p^^s cts fi4<roy. xiv. 60. 

^ d€pfjLaiv6fA€yos irphs rh pvs. xiv. 54. 

' iici&ciXdtv. xiv. 72. This is differently explained by some. 
"Drawing his mantle over his head (the Oriental hyke) he began 
to weep." — Stanley oh i Qorinthians xi. 7 

^ St. Mark xv. 39. 
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through the doubtful light of the earliest dawn — 
** for it was very great." ^ 

(/) Hence, also, we naturally find in St. Mark 
those personal traits of our Lord which could only 
have come from an eye-witness, or from one who 
writes under the guidance of an eye-witness, and 
reproduces his reverential love. Syro-Chaldaic 
words which dropped from the lips of Jesus are 
preserved.^ St. Mark is the artist who has finished 
that perfect figure which our Church places over 
her baptisteries. " Having taken up the children 
in His arms and put His hands on them, He blesses 
them," rains down blessings on them, — a word 
which, in the LXX., so rich in terms of benediction, 
does not occur, and in the New Testament here 
only.^ 

As life goes on with most of us, there are moments 
when the look of those we love comes back upon 
us. Their sympathy, their grief, their noble in- 
dignation, speak to us from unforgotten features, 
when the curtain is drawn aside for a moment from 
the picture gallery of memory. A son will suddenly 
remember, in after years, a sigh which his father 
heaved, perhaps over his wilfulness or sin. This 
Gospel is a record of the looks of Jesus.* We may 

^ St Mark xvi. 4. 

2 Ibid. V. 41 ; vii. 34 ; xv. 34. Most remarkably of all xiv. 36. 
' KaTcvAo7c7. x. 16. The word, however, is found in Tobit 
twice — Tobit X. 12; xi. 12. 
* St. Mark viii. 33 ; x. 21, 23 ; xi. 11 ; cf. vii. 34, the sigh of Jesus. 
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refer to one passage because an unjust inference 
has been drawn from it. "There is an expres- 
sion in Mark," says Schenkel, " which shows that 
before His last entry into Jerusalem, Christ had 
never attended a festival there. Upon his arrival He 
betook Himself to the Temple and looked round 
about upon all things.^ Therefore, until then, He 
had never seen the edifice at hand. But this is 
quite inconsistent with John, who tells us of His 
having driven the traders from the Temple at the 
very beginning of His career." How much more 
truly did our Christian poet understand St. Mark : 

** On Sunday eve, with many a palm, 
With many a chant divine, 
It came, that eye so keen and cahn, 

Like a still lamp, far-searching aisle and shrine. " 

It is not the stranger's look of curiosity. It is 
the anticipation of the victim ; it is the visitation 
of the Judge. 

{g) Equally, perhaps, with St. Luke, St. Mark- 
ventures to tell how the Son of God felty how " He 
was moved with compassion ;" "perceived in His 
spirit ; " " looked round about with anger, being 
grieved;" "called unto Him whom He would;" 
" marvelled at unbelief ; " " was much displeased ; " 
" beholding, loved ; " " sighed deeply in His spirit." ^ 

' Tr€pifi\€}p(iiA€yos ledyra, xi. II. See Schenkel, Characterbild^ 

p. 342- 

2 One of St. Mark's objects seems to be to bring out the self- 
imposed limitations of the Redeemer's knowledge and p<nver in the 
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(//) Nor is this vividness merely the product of 
an opulent fancy. It is the consistency in details 
of a picture, whose central figure is " drawn in lines 
of fire." Those rapid and decided touches are in- 
spired by a conviction of the love, the glory, and 
the strength of " Jesus, the Son of God." The 
canvas may seem to a merely critical eye to be 
overcrowded, the facts to be hurriedly accumulated. 
But if there is the hurry, there is also the glow and 
energy of life. There are words that flash out like 
the sword of God. High above all towers the one 
central figure. The natural blindness and littleness 
of the disciples, nowhere else so fully exhibited, 
enhances His majesty. They who cried with fear, 
when the gust from the mountains which they knew 
so well swept the waters of the lake on which they 
had rocked from childhood, enhance by contrast 
the calmness of Him who says to wind and wave — 
" peace, be still !"* In no other evangelist does the 
divine death stand out with nobler elevation than in 
the quiet and tremendous simplicity of St. Mark's 
narrative. 

2 The influence of St. Peter upon this Gospel 
(attested by antiquity with one voice) may be 
repeatedly traced in its peculiarities. We can 

days of His flesh. St. Mark v. 5, 6 compared with Matt. xiii. 58 is 
very striking. Cf. alsoi. 45 ; v. 31 (St. Luke viii. 45, 46) ; iii. 20 ; 
vii. 24 ; xiii. 32. The entirely divine non fossumus, the almighty 
ov ivvaftai of St. John v. 29, 30 belongs to a different sphere. 
^ St. Mark iv. 39. 
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hear throughout the voice of the Apostle, who 
wrote, ** Marcus, my son." ^ 

(a) We not unfrequently find minute pieces of 
information, which must apparently have come 
from St. Peter. Most remarkable of all, however, 
is the humility, the self-effacement of the holy 
Apostle.'^ It is striking, indeed, to compare his 
confession, and what follows it, in the eighth 
chapter of St. Mark with the sixteenth chapter of 
St. Matthew. St. Mark omits much of St. Peter's 
noble words, omits the marvellous attestation, 
omits the astonishing promise, yet gives the rebuke 
in its most pointed form.^ His accurate note of 
the second crowing of the cock aggravates the 
Apostle's guilt, because it shows that the first had 
failed to awaken his conscience.* 

(6) To us there seems to be something very 
remarkable in the coincidence of the primitive 
Gospel of St. Peter (already referred to at some 
length) with the skeleton of the beginning of the 
second Gospel — " That saying ye yourselves 
know, which was published throughout all Judaea 
beginning from Galilee^ after the baptism which 
John preached \ how God anointed Jesus of Naza- 
reth!'^ So spoke St. Peter. Hence it will be 

1 St. Peter v. 13. 

2 The only apparent exception is the addition of the three words 
(koI t^ n«Tpv) in the angel's message to the women (Mark xvi 7) ; 
cf. Matt, xxviii. 7. 

=» St. Mark viii. n. * Ibid. xiv. 72. * Acts x. 37-38. 
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seen that the initial mould and type of the 
Gospel of St. Mark is entirely Petrine. That 
Gospel has three definite starting-points, local and 
temporal, (i) St. Mark takes his first departure 
from John's baptism : " John did baptize in the 
wilderness." ^ (2) The second note, a local one, is 
Galilee^ and connects itself with the chronological 
mark of being subsequent to John's baptism. 
** Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom of God." ^ (3) A third special word in 
italics is one that connects Jesus with Nazareth : 
" In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of 
Galilee." ^ The two schemes, the two ways of 
looking at the great Ministry in its beginnings, are 
in absolute accordance. They come either from 
the same mind, or from two minds habituated to 
the same region of Christological thought. 

(c) Indeed, St. Peter's addresses, recorded in the 
.second and tenth chapters of the Acts, prove that 
this is just such a Gospel as he would have dictated 
or inspired. Both are direct and practical in their 
tendency. Both dwell mainly on the objective 
facts of the Gospel. Both exhibit the Lord's life 
as a career of active benevolence. 

* St. Mark i, 2-1 1. * St. Mark i. 14, ' St. Mark i. 9. 
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II. 

These characteristics of style and origin are 
well suited to bring out the Leading Ideas and 
primary object of the Gospel. 

I. Its Leading Ideas. 

{a) One of these is, that Jesus is Lord, not only 
of nature and the world of spirits, not only of 
storms and diseases, but of the sick, stormy, 
guilty, sorrowing, passionate, ignorant, yet yearn- 
ing heart of man. He speaks ; men are " astonished 
and amazed." He moves from place to place ; 
wherever He goes. He is the magnet of the 
human souL "All men seek for Him." Even 
when He is shrouded far in the silence of the 
desert, even when He is in the house, ** He cannot 
be hid."^ Still as He walks His way of life, rays 
of supernatural light stream from the sky, that is 
usually so cold and passionless, round the pathway 
of the Galilean peasant. They fear, as we all fear, 
when the sound of the tide of eternity suddenly 
breaks upon our ear, and we see for a moment the 
heaving and glimmer of its awful waves. " They 
fear exceedingly," and "are astonished with a 
great astonishment," and "are sore amazed in 
themselves." As that master-hand sweeps with- 
out effort the chords of the human soul, its 
deepest and finest tones — amazement, wonder, rc- 

* St. Mark vii, 24. 
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verence, trust, adoration — answer to the marvellous 
touch.^ 

{b) A second Leading Idea of St. Mark's Gospel 
is, that the life of Jesus is a life of alternate rest 
and victory, withdrawal and working. 

So, in the first chapter, we find the retirement 
in Nazareth, the coming forth to be baptized ; the 
withdrawal into the wilderness, the walk in Galilee ; 
the rest in the cool sanctuary, where the dawn 
breaks upon the kneeling man, and the going forth 
to preach to the heated and struggling crowd. 
Thus, once more, the withdrawal to the Mount of 
Olives is followed by the great conflict of the 
redeeming Passion, while that is succeeded by the 
withdrawal into the sepulchre. It is the book of 
the wars of the Lord and the rest of the Lord. 
The first rest was in Nazareth ; the first trophies 
were the four Apostles. The last rest is in the 
heaven of heavens, "in the privacy of glorious 
light " ; the last victory (for this great book never 
ended with the words " they were afraid ") is dif- 

* This conviction of the power of Jesus lies at the root of the right 
interpretation of one passage which has seemed specially perplexing. 
Mark vii. i8, 19, is to be taken as follows: "And He saith unto 
them (*Are ye so without understanding also? do ye not perceive 
that whatsoever thing .... goeth out into the draught '), purging all 
meats " i.t. He saith to them all the words in parentheses from 
o9tws Koi vfi€ts (v. 18) down to iKTropc^trai (v. 1 9). He saith this 
to them ; and by this saying, He, the God of nature and of the law, 
at one sweep "maketh all meats clean." The cleansing is contem- 
poraneous with the saying. 
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fused over all time — " the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the work with signs following." 

2. As to the primary object of St. Mark's Gospel. 

St. Mark addressed himself specially to the 
Latin element in humanity. 

The origin of this Gospel was placed in Rome 
by Clement of Alexandria, and connected by him 
with St. Peter's labours in that city. Though there 
is no authority for the story that it was written in 
Latin (which would not have been necessary in the 
early Roman Church), it contemplates the Latin 
race, and is addressed to Latin thought. 

The second Gospel contains several Latin words ; ^ 
some of them, as we are occasionally told with a 
peculiar sneer, "somewhat imperfectly Grecized." 
In one instance the names of two individuals are 
mentioned, who would be known to members of the 
Roman Church — Alexander and Rufus.^ 

But we have something which lies much deeper 
than these somewhat superficial indications. 

The Roman temperament was eminently prac- 
tical. " Their earliest character," it has been said, 
" was steady agricultural thrift. This was turned 
into the steady pursuit of conquest, and all by the 
practical method and spirit." ^ A powerful writer 

^ ii. 4 ; vi. 8 ; vii. 4 ; xii. 41, 42 ; xv. 16, 39, 44. Roman 
customs are referred to, x. 12 ; xiv. 30, and Jewish customs explained, 
vii. I sqq. ; the equivalent in Roman money of a Greek piece is given 
xii. 42. * xv. 21 ; cf, Romans xvi. 13. ' Mr. Carlyle, 
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on the subject remarks that " the old Roman religion 
is the most practical that ever existed." He points, 
in confirmation, to their worship, which was sym- 
bolical and undogmatlc ; to their deities, who, so 
far as they were of the Roman stamp, were virtues 
personified ; to their pontiffs, who were largely 
charged with legal and material interests ; to their 
Lectisternia, which were rather repasts for social 
union than religious banquets ; to their whole idea of 
the gods, which was that of a hostile nation of indis- 
putable strength.^ There can be no doubt, however, 
that at the time of our Lord*s Ministry, the Roman 
mind had begun to be honeycombed by scepticism. 
In St. Mark's Gospel, accordingly, we find not 
so much the highest ideas explanatory of facts, as 
facts themselves. The whole Gospel is a com- 
mentary on one epithet, the use of which in the 
first line of In Memoriam has been stigmatized 
as an affectation — " Strong Son of God ! " Through- 
out, the notion of strength is kept in view. Never 
was hell stronger on earth than when Jesus 
taught in Galilee. There are times when the usual 
equilibrium of moral and spiritual life is disturbed ; 
when we are tempted to ask, with Bishop Butler, 
why whole masses of men should not go mad at 
once ; or to say with the French physician, as he 
looked upon a population, half of them stupefied 

* **La Theocratic Romaine." Par M. Henri Rucher. Revue des 
Deux MondeSj May 15, 1871. 
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and another half frantic, that they arc seized with 
epidemic insanity. Such a time was that when 
Jesus walked upon earth. In the lurid darkness of 
eras like these, Satan finds a home in the seething 
human soul. Nowhere is the personality of evil 
spirits, the interpenetration of the human conscious- 
ness by them, more clearly noted than by St. Mark.^ 
Nowhere is Satan so emphatically the strong one, 
— Jesus the stronger. But this strength is not the 
strength of magic with its formulae and incanta- 
tions. The second Gospel is pervaded by an 
intense conviction that it is His word which is so 
mighty. The weapon of victory is the "new 
teaching,"* the assurance of forgiveness that 
penetrates the nervous system as with an electric 
stream, and works from within outwardly.^ To the 
Roman admiration of strength and heroism, as well 
as to the scepticism of its then exhausted speculation, 
St. Mark seems to say. — Here is a plain account — 
so plain and straightforward that it cannot be sus- 
pected — of the words and works of Jesus Christ. 
You admire power, and make ambition virtue. 
With His calm superhuman eye He sees through 
it, and knows its littleness. For Him conquerors 
and kings are " they who are accounted to rule over 
the Gentiles " — those who seem to themselves and 
others to rule, while they are the slaves of irresist- 

* Note the masculine participle with the neuter noun. ix. 20, 26 
cf. i. 22, 23 ; V. 2. * SfSaxi? *cai>^. i. 27. * ii. 5. 
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ible circumstances and unresisted lusts.^ Here is a 
holier heroism, here is a stronger strength, here is 
a royalty of love. Here is the victory of Him 
Whom one of your own rough centurions declared 
to be really the Son of God ; Who was crowned 
with the twisted thorn, and stood in the Praetorium, 
and had the faded purple of one of your sol- 
diers flung upon Him, but is now set down at 
the right Hand of God, and strongly works with 
the Church, which you sec strongly advancing to 
her victory.^ 

Ill 

If we venture to express respectful regret that 
St. Augustine should have appeared to speak as if 
St. Mark was simply the ^^ pediseqiius et breviator 
Matthcei; " we do it for the purpose of drawing 
out our immediate subject more fully. 

I. It will be useful to bring together certain 
words of our Lord, and certain incidents in His 
ministry, which are peculiar to St. Mark. We 
shall then be able to decide whether the second 
synoptical evangelist is merely the epitomizer of 
St. Matthew. 

* o\ ioKovvrcs Apx^^y' St. Mark x. 42. 

2 Riggenbach gives a sentence curiously illustrative of the view 
of Mark's as a practical Gospel answering to the Roman character : 
** As the interpreter of the Apostle of action, St. Mark describes 
the Son of God in the power of His actions to the Romans who are 
the people of action." — (Riggenbach. Le/'cn fesu. ii. 50.) 

F 
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2. Without the Gospel according to St. Mark, 
the Church would have lost these among other 
sayings of Jesus. 

We should not have possessed the great axiom 
(the safeguard at once against superstition and 
irreverence in regard to all positive institutions 
whatever) — " the sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the sabbath." ^ The two great words 
would be away — ** peace, be still ! " ^ Something 
surely would be wanting to the parables, if we had 
lost that exquisite illustration of the development 
of God*s kingdom ; the seed growing, not mechani- 
cally or in virtue of cultivation, but from within out- 
wardly, by the energy of its hidden life.'* Here, 
too, we see one ray of moral light falling upon the 
corruption from which the fastidious imagination 
turns away sickened.'* Here, again, in its fullest 
and most emphatic form, stands that saying which 
has nerved so many of God's children to face the 
syllogism, the epigram, and the scaffold. In St. 
Luke — " whosoever shall be ashamed of Me and 
Mine ; " ^ in St. Mark — " whosoever shall be 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation."® In this Gospel only stand 
the closing words of Isaiah ^ taken up and thrice 

* ii. 27. * iv. 39. 

3 St. Mark iil 26, 29. 

* Ka0eipi(o»v vd.yra rh fip^fiarci, St. Mark vii. 19. 

fi rohs ifiois. St. Luke ix. 26. « g^ ^ark viii. 38. 

' Isaiah Ixvi. 24. 
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repeated — " where their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched." Here alone occurs in its perfect 
form that awful image, derived at once from the Jew- 
ish ritual and from the realm of nature. The Judge of 
mankind tells us that as every offering was offered 
with salt,^ so every human soul must be seasoned by 
the flame of self-sacrifice and sanctified suffering, or 
by that of wrath ; that it must be bathed in heaven- 
ly fire, or preserved undying in the fire of hell — 
" every one shall be salted with fire, and every 
sacrifice shall be salted with salt ; " * that the sharp 
salt of inner^ self-sacrifice, can alone preserve us 
from moral putrefaction, and teach us the secret 
of true peace with others. Peculiar to St. Mark's 
version of the discourse upon the last things, is 
that sudden reiterated note as of a trumpet, or 
tolling as of a bell — " take ye heed, watch and pray ; 
watch ye therefore ; watch." * In the same con- 
nection we must not forget three memorable words. 
He Who in the unity of that undivided Person is 
God and Man sometimes speaks as if (to use 
human language) He forgot that He was not in 
heaven, looking upon all things in the calmness of 
the perfect and eternal light : sometimes, again, as 

' How powerful is St. Mark's rendering of ^Aaj /i»pav^ (St. 
Matthew V. 13 ; St. Luke xiv. 34)— t^ tKas tvaKoVy "salt that is 
unsaltedy (St. Mark ix. 50.) 

3 St. Mark ix. 44, 50. 

' ^X*'''* ^^ iavrois fiXo, *fol ftprjv^ifre iv a.\K4\Koii. — v. 50. 

* xiii. 33, 35, 37. 

F 2 
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if earth were indeed His home for a season, as if 
His prospects were bounded for a while by our 
lower horizon. " Of that day or hour knoweth 
none, neither angel in heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father only." ^ Let it not be forgotten that the 
word of commendation is found in St. Mark 
exclusively, which, even within the last few years, 
dwelt as a burning fire in one woman*s heart,^ 
enabling her to persevere in a work for the pauper- 
sick, which will never pass away — " she hath done 
what she could." ^ Here also wc find the definite 
prediction to St. Peter — " even in this night, before 
the cock crow twice." * 

3. Nor can the incidents peculiar to the Gospel 
fairly entitle us to say of St. Mark — solus ille 
perpauca!" 

* xiii. ver. 32. On the reading here, see N.T. Tisch. (Edit. vii. 
p. 292.) 

^ Agnes Jones. 

8 St. Mark xiv. 8. * Ibid, ver. 30. 

* Ewald (not without some reason) looks upon the second Gospel 
as claiming something like superior importance in the record of 
miraculous cures (vii. 31-37 ; viii, 22-26 ; ix. 14-29), and dis- 
possession of demoniacs (v. 1-20). He also remarks upon the use of 
external things ; upon certain pathological inquiries ; upon sweet, 
encouraging, soothing looks and touches, which afford a sort of inter- 
mediate ground between the natural treat ''^eitt and the supernatural 
healivgs (vi. 13 ; ix. 21, 22 ; v. 41 ; vii. 34 ; i. 31-41 ; v. 41 ; vi. 5 ; 
vii. 32 ; viii. 23, 25 ; ix. 27 — undisturbed quiet with the patient, 
V. 37. Possibly some training in the therapeutic part of the ministry 
of the disciples may be implied, iii. 15 ; vi. 7). It may be added 
that two thoughts about these cures are specially brought out by St. 
Mark, (i) That Jesus conditioned and limited His own power by 
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Those incidents are the following : — 
The second Adam with the wild beasts in the 
wilderness, while the whole forty days are filled up 
with one long silent suggestion of the evil one ; ^ 
His mother and brethren taking steps to arrest 
Him, on the score of ecstatic absorption ;^ His 
sleeping in the storm on the pillow ; ^ that one ray 
of light in the other storm, " He saw them toiling 
in rowing ; " * the restoration of the deaf man with 
an impediment in his speech, and of the blind man 
of Bethsaida ; ^ His design of remaining hidden in 
a house ; His return to the sea of Galilee ; the 
disciples having one loaf with them in the ship ; ® 
the history of His work along the Gaulonite range, 
east of Jordan ; His speaking openly the sayings 
about His Passion ; ^ the sudden disappearing of 
the heavenly visitants from the Mount of Trans- 
figuration, " the questioning one with another what 
the rising from the dead should mean," the awe of 
the multitude at the yet unfaded brightness of His 
countenance ; ® the loving displeasure against the 

the faith of the patient (vi. 5, 6 ; ix. 23). (2) That, as He often 
experienced ingratitude for His works of love (St. Luke xvii. 17), 
so He sensitively felt it (St. Mark ix. 19). Some toil accompanied this 
part of His work ; possibly great expenditure of vital energy (St. 
Mark v. 30 ; cf. St. Luke vi. 19 ; viii. 46). He healed from perfect 
love and pity, even where gratitude was wanting. 

^ St. Mark i. 13. * Ibid. iii. 21, 5ti i^ttrrrj. 

3 /did, iv. 38. * Ibid. vi. 48. 

* Ibid. vii. 32 sqq. ; viii. 22 sqq. * Ibid. vii. 24, 31 ; viii. 14. 

" Ibid. viii. 32. ^ Ibid. ix. 8, 10, 15. 
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disciples who forbade the little children to come to 
Him;^ the not suffering any vessel to be carried 
through the Temple ; ^ the breaking of the alabaster 
box in the noble extravagance of love ; ^ the em- 
phatic record that all drank of the Eucharistic cup ; * 
the repetition of the words in Gethsemane ; ^ the 
young man, probably St. Mark himself, who left the 
linen cloth, and fled away naked ;® the High Priest 
starting into their midst ; ^ Peter beneath in the 
palace ; ® the first crowing of the cock ; ^ the bow- 
ing of the soldiers' knees in mockery ; *^ the names 
of the sons of the Cyrenian ; ^^ and, finally, the 
special appearance to Mary Magdalene after the 
Resurrection.^* 

But we find much more than isolated words, or 
traits of single incidents peculiar to the second 
Gospel. Narrow as the canvas is to which the 
painter has confined himself, there is one whole 
aspect of our Lord's work brought out with un- 
approached excellence by St. Mark. There are 
incidents of importance in which, when we compare 
him with the other synoptics, we recognize an 
actual superiority, not only in vividness of touch, 
but in apprehension of general purpose. 

* St. Mark x. 14. ^ Ibid. xi. 16. 

' Ibid. xiv. 3. * Ibid. ver. 23. 

' Ibid. ver. 39. * Ibid. xiv. 51. 

' Ibid. ver. 60. ^ Ibid. ver. 66. 

Ibid. ver. 68. »« Ibid. xv. 19. " Ibid. ver. 21. 
^'^ Ibid. xvL 9. To the incidents about St. Peter peculiar to the 
Second Gospel add ibid. i. 36. 
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One great aspect of our Lord's earthly life, is 
that it was the life of a worker^ a life of toiL All 
will admit this. But, when the thoughtful Christian 
comes to ask himself the foundation for the im- 
pression, he will probably find that St. Mark 
manages to produce it in the most effective way by a 
very simple expedient. He takes one specimen day 
of the Galilean ministry ; and gives us the fullest 
record of one day of Jesus which is to be found in 
any evangelist outside the last great week.* What 
a day of work ! The deep thought in the public 
teaching in the synagogue ; the dread meeting with 
the powers of evil ; the healing in the sick-room ; 
the interspace for the little festival of home ; the 
sin, sorrow, suffering, crowded before the door ; the 
brief rest ; the rising, while the dawn scarcely 
whitens over the desert ; the refreshment of prayer ; 
the intrusion upon that sacred solitude ; '^ — and then 
the work of preaching, pitying, helping, thinking, 
healing, closes in upon Him again with a circle which 
is at once as strong as adamant, and as light as air.* 
It is from St. Mark that we learn to estimate in 
some degree the divine monotony of one of those 
golden days of God upon earth. We learn how 
truly that life was a life of toil. But the toil was 
brightened by love, elevated by hope, refreshed by 

* St. Mark i. 21-39. Cf, this section with its parallel in St. 
Luke iv. 33-44. 
2 Ibid, i. 22, 23 ; 27-29 ; 31, 32 J 34. 35 ; S^. 
» Ibid. 38, 39. 
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prayer. Its divine enthusiasm was unmarred by 
the peevishness of lassitude, undimmed by the me- 
chanical respectability of routine. It was like 
nature which at once works so incessantly, and 
wears such splendid dreams upon its face. 

The superiority of the second evangelist in 
occasional grasp of thought as well as in vividness 
of narrative comes out most remarkably in the 
history of the rich ruler who runs to Jesus with 
his question.^ Not only are his impetuosity of 
action, and the fallen lowering look upon his face 
immediately upon the imperious and exacting 
word of Jesus, drawn with St. Mark's usual vivid 
pencil.^ The whole real difficulty is understood 
with the most profound intuition, and the very 
words preserved by our evangelist, which turn 
what might otherwise be but a perplexing paradox 
into the deepest and most universal of spiritual 
truths.^ 

^ Cf. St. Mark x. 17-32, with St. Matthew xix. 16 sqq. ; St. Luke 
xviii. 18 sqq, 

'^ 4Kirop€uofi4uou avTov eis 6d6y, vpo(r^pafi(iov tls Koi ycvv7e^T4\cras 
K.r.K. St. Mark x. 17 ; b Z\ arrvyvdaas ivl ry \6y^. v. 22. 

^ Note the oi ri xp^t*^'''"- ^X*'*^** (v. 23) explained by tows 
rfiroi06ras M xp^ftairi (v. 24). Observe also the penetration of the 
disciples' question — ;/<?/ "what n'c/i matt, then, can be saved?" (v. 
26), but '"'"who^ then, can be saved?" (v. 26). Mark again the flood 
of light thrown upon the apparently hyperbolical exaggeration of the 
promise, by the two important words preserved in the second 
evangelist alone — \iMr\ 9iooyfi&y (v. 30). 
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IV 

In bringing together these sayings of our Lord 
or incidents in His life, which are peculiar to St. 
Mark's Gospel, we have no wish to evade the fact 
that, in the first three evangelists, there is a certain 
common basis of similar — or identical — sentences 
words, and even formulae. 

This common element has been differently 
accounted for. 

I. By some it has been explained on the ground 
that the synoptics used a common document, or 
documents. These, we are told, were the Logia or 
discourses, and a thin original edition of the second 
evangelist, the " pro to- Mark," or Ur Marcus of 
certain German critics. The variations, according 
to some, are simply like the variations of musicians 
improvising on a given theme. The school of 
Tubingen gives them another origin. St. Matthew 
writes to refute St. Paul ; St. Luke issues a Pauline 
manifesto. Incidents of the great life before which 
ages have bowed down and worshipped, are the 
misunderstood innuendos and manoeuvres of 
" theological diplomacy." Texts which to the eyes 
of the weary and heavy laden, dim with tears of 
penitence and yearning, seem steeped in the soft 
light of eternal love, are rusty fragments of clumsy 
weapons, which were splintered centuries ago in 
ignoble polemical squabbles. 
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But there is another and much more reasonable 
way of accounting for these common elements, 
these " corpuscula evangelicae historiae." The dis- 
ciples very early linked together certain portions of 
their Master's life, partly by the nature of the 
subject-matter, partly according to historical se- 
quence. By a process of *' natural elaboration " 
masses of this genuine Gospel tradition became 
rounded into a certain shape by the friction of 
constant repetition. As to the words of Jesus, 
their preservation need excite little surprise. No 
doubt there are discourses delivered from every 
pulpit of which few hearers can recall a thought, or 
an expression, a week after they are delivered. 
The painted fire of their artificial rhetoric melts 
away like a coloured cloud. Their correct and ele- 
gant periods leave no more trace than a child's 
finger on the tide over which he floats. But there 
are other discourses which few hearers can totally 
forget, and which some could reproduce years 
afterwards. They contain true "semina eterni- 
tatis." They grasp the whole moral and rational 
nature. They charm the imagination by throwing 
exquisite lights upon homely places, whose mar- 
vellous capacities of beauty wc never suspected. 
They win the child's heart within the man by a 
pathos which appeals to "thoughts that lie too 
deep for tears." They subdue the conscience, 
because they are the expression of an eternal law. 
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They lay hold on the intellect by the exact corre- 
spondence between the idea and its investiture of 
words. They fasten themselves on the memory by 
that unaffected method, which is simply the apt 
distribution of a number of topics that may be 
referred to a common centre. Such, above all, were 
the words of Jesus — " the words that I speak unto 
you," He said, " they are spirit, and they arc life." 
And the voice of sixty Christian generations 
answers — " Thou hast the words of eternal life." It 
is vain then to ask whether St. Matthew copied 
from St. Luke, or St. Luke from St. Matthew ; 
whether Matthew is the " primitive " of Mark, or 
Mark of Matthew. Even without taking into 
account the promise of the Spirit to "bring 
all things to their remembrance whatsoever He 
had said unto them," such words from such a 
teacher could never completely perish from the 
earth. 

But however this question of the origin of the 
common element in the synoptics is to be decided, 
the words and works of Christ, which have been 
preserved by St. Mark alone, are sufficiently 
numerous and significant to prove that he is not 
merely a mechanical epitomiser of St. Matthew^s 
Gospel. If he sometimes appears as an abbreviator, 
he not seldom amplifies or even explains. He 
contributes his own proportion to the thoughts 
which are the life of Christendom. He brings out 
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Leading Ideas which give a loftier elevation to 
the work and Person of the Son of God. 

Nor need we hesitate to say that there are entire 
incidents, and groups of incidents, in which the 
second evangelist proves himself to be almost on a 
higher level than the others, (i) The wonderful 
section (comprising the retreat of the Apostles, the 
compassion of Jesus for the multitudes, the feed- 
ing of the five thousand, the lonely prayer of Jesus 
on the mountain, the walking upon the sea, the acts 
of miraculous benevolence in the country beyond) 
is drawn by St. Mark with unsurpassed grandeur. 
It is written with the repressed admiration of a 
half-hushed awe ; it is not only vivid but majestic 
and sustained — yet with a majesty which is 
softened by a sense of the compassion and of the 
watchful help of Jesus.^ 

(2) It has already been shown that when we 
compare the narratives of the rich young man 
in the synoptics we find St. Mark's not only 
touched with superior vividness, but pervaded by 
a superior penetration. The key to a real under- 
standing of the whole incident is supplied by the 
second evangelist.^ 

* Cf, St. Mark vi. 34-56, with St. Matthew xiv. 13-36 ; St. John 
vi. 1-22 (St. Luke ix. 10-18, does not admit of full comparison with 
these parallels). 

2 Cf, St. Mark x. 17-32 (esp. 17, 21-24, 28-32, with St. Matthew 
xix. 16-30; St. Luke xviii. 18-31). 
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There are some, practical lessons which may 
profitably close this discussion. 

1. To an age and to men resembling those whom 
the second evangelist addressed, in being partly 
material, partly sceptical, appreciating keenly, how- 
ever, that which is effective, Christ should be 
preached, with strong, grave, plain, manly, historical 
simplicity. We should follow St. Mark, as he lifts 
up his finger and points to a long succession of 
trophies over human misery and sin ; to that 
glorious compassion which raised those who were 
fallen upon the field of life ; to the sufferer dying, 
as one of old said, so lordly ; to the victor at God's 
right hand, Whose mighty presence is with His 
Church, and enables her to fill the earth with the 
spirit of His words and the continuation of His 
works. There may be something beyond evidences 
of Christianity in the self-evidence of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2. The second lesson which may be drawn from 
our sui*vey is a theological one. 

The text, and indeed the whole of St. Mark, 
shows us what the Gospel is. 

The word Gospel occurs in the New Testament 
more than seventy times.^ The underlying idea is 
always glad news, or joyful annunciation. A com- 

* As verb or substantive. 



78 THE LEADING IDEAS iii 

mon view of hearing the Gospel is this. A man 
has been so unhappy as never to have listened to a 
faithful preacher up to a certain time. Then first 
he hears of God's eternal purpose, of an effectual 
calling by His Spirit working in due season, of 
conversion, of assurance, of perseverance. He feels 
uplifted from the lower earth, and set upon the rock 
that is higher than man. He cries aloud with joy. 
He is safe, because he knows that he is safe. 

Now let us not be misunderstood. We will not 
speak lightly of statements, some of which are 
not only the stay and comfort of loving hearts, 
but eternally true, while others are only ex- 
aggerations of blessed and eternal truths. But 
be they true or be they false, or partly true and 
partly false or exaggerated, yet, as a matter of fact, 
they are not the Gospel — not that which the New 
Testament calls the Gospel. For the New Testa- 
ment Gospel is this. The glad news that for us 
sinners, and for our salvation, the Word of God has 
taken the Manhood into God ; taken the body, 
framed and moulded by the Spirit, to be the meet 
habitation of the Word ; for us come upon earth ; 
for us lived ; for us wrought miracles ; for us died ; 
for us broken the prison-bars of the tomb ; for us 
ascended ; for us sent down the Holy Ghost. 

We might appeal to the opening of the Epistle 
to the Romans ; to the almost formal definition 
in the beginning of the fifteenth chapter of the 
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First Epistle to the Corinthians ; ^ to the struc- 
ture and character of the four Gospels. But we 
need little proof beyond our motto. The word is 
a favourite with St. Mark. In commenting upon 
the opening verse Bengel observes that "the begin- 
ning of the Gospel is in the Baptist, the Gospel 
in the whole book." But what Gospel ? Simply 
the events from the Baptism of Jesus to His Death 
and Ascension. 

Now, if this be the true idea of the Gospel, let us 
be assured that the Church preaches not this or 
that fragment of it, but the whole fully and un- 
ceasingly. By her great days of observance, by 
the Christian seasons, we have a living, permanent, 
continuous preaching of the Gospel, as St. Mark 
understood the word, taken up into the structure 
and texture of our lives, diffused round the circling 
year, emphasized by the festivities of home, borne 
into our hearts with the chiming of the parish 
church-bells. And this is reinforced by a daily 
recounting in the creed of those facts' which are 
the Gospel, and by our daily and Eucharistic 
worship. 

3. We may learn, supremely and above all, a 
lesson upon the conception which we are to form of 
Jesus. 

His figure stands out from this short book. It is 
throughout the Gospel of Jesus, the Son of God. 

^ Rom. i. 2, 3, 4 ; 1 Cor. xv. 1-9. 
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A man must be holy to comprehend the holiness 
of Jesus. 

Let us suppose the case of a sharp man, who has 
neither taste nor genius, standing before a great 
picture ; he will point out flaw after flaw in 
Raphael. Place one who has neither musical appre- 
ciation, nor modesty to admit it, where he must 
hear Beethoven. It is an unmeaning noise, which 
gives him a headache. Even so, the lower the 
moral and spiritual life may be, the less is Jesus 
understood and loved. To an easy, soft-mannered, 
hard-hearted man of the world ; to a subtle, bitter, 
selfish scholar, with the delicate intellectual egotism, 
and the fatal gift of analysis a oiitrance, Gethsemane 
and the cross may be a scandal or a mockery. 
The Gospel, which seems so poor and pale when 
we rise from the songs of poets and the reasonings 
of philosophers, is a test of our spirit. Let some 
ambitious students in philosophy— ^some who have 
been communing for hours with the immortal 
masters of history, charmed with the balanced 
masses and adjusted perspectives of the compo- 
sition, speak out their mind to-day upon this 
writing of St. Mark. They will not place it very 
high upon their list. But let them turn to it to- 
morrow, when the end of their toil finds them 
disappointed men ; when sorrow visits them ; when 
as they put their hand upon the wall of their room, 
memory, like a serpent, starts out and strikes them. 
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Then they will recognize the infinite strength and 
infinite compassion of Jesus. Out of their weak- 
ness and misery, out of their disappointment, they 
will feel that here they can trust in a nobility that 
is never marred, and rest that tired heart of theirs 
upon a love that never fails, in the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 

On the whole, then, in St. Mark we have not 
so much as in St. Matthew, the point of con- 
vergence of the prophetic rays in the Messiah, the 
Son of Abraham and David. Not so much as in 
St. Luke, the fairest of the children of men. Priest 
and victim, the teacher of grace and forgiveness. 
Not so much as in St. John, the Word made Flesh, 
floating in a robe of heavenly light. It is the 
Gospel whose emblem is the lion, whose Hero is 
full of divine love and divine strength. It is the 
history of Jesus which was addressed to the Romans 
to free them from the misery of scepticism, from 
the grinding dominion of iron superhuman force 
unguided by a loving will. Here, brief as it is, we 
have, in its essential germs, all the theology of the 
Church. Had every other part of the New Testa 
ment perished, Christendom might have been deve- 
loped from this. A man's faith does not consist of 
the many things which he affects to believe or finds 
it useful to believe, but of the few things which he 
really believes, and with which he stands, fronting 
his own soul and eternity. This faith in the Gospel 

G 
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of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is sufficient. Let us 
hold it fast, and wc shall find the power of one of 
our Lord's promises which is peculiar to St. Mark. 
If we are called upon to "handle the serpents" or 
*• to drink the deadly things ^ " of science and 
philosophy, we shall lift up the serpent as a 
standard of victory. The cup of poison shall not 
reach our heart as it reached the heart of Socrates, 
when the sun was going down behind the hill tops. 
" It shall not hurt you." Let us hold fast this 
Gospel in that which tries many who are undis- 
turbed by speculative doubt — in conscious sinful- 
ness, in the allurements of lust. Let us cling to 
it in the din of voices that fill a Church distracted 
by party-cries ; and " He who has instructed his 
Church by the heavenly doctrine of His evangelist 
St. Mark, will grant that, being not like children 
carried away by every blast of vain doctrine, we 
shall be established in the truth of His holy Gospel." 
For the Church's summary of the essence of the 
second Gospel is that it is a Gospel which gives 
streyigih. 

* St. Mark xvi. i8. [It is not, of course, intended to imply in a 
previous note that the mention of our Lord's wondering is peculiar 
to St. Mark. (See Matt. viii. lo ; Luke vii. 9.)]. 
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IV 



THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. LUKE'S 

GOSPEL 



A 



FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF HIS LIFE 

** TTie Son of Man b come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

—St. Luke xix. io. 



It will be most convenient to begin by considering 
what we know of the circumstances of St. Luke's 
life, certainly, or at least with a high degree of 
probability. 

It is practically certain that the third evangelist 
was a Gentile} It is abundantly proved that he 

^ The name AoSica;, Lucas (contracted from Lucanus), points to 
a Gentile origin. (It must not be confounded with tioitKioi. Acts 
xiii. I ; Romans xvi. 21, one of St. Paul's three kinsmen.) St. 
Paul's words in one of the Epistles of the Captivity prove that 
Luke was a Gentile. '* Aristarchus, Marcus, Jesus which is called 
Justus, who are from the circumcision." (o* ovres Ik irfptrofAris = 

G 2 
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was in long and intimate relation with St. Paul/ 
not only on his missionary voyages, but at other 
times.'^ He was a physician, and had been in 
close connection of some kind with a distinguished 
Gentile, by name Theophilus.'^ The fact is worthy 
of note. The Jews " were put in trust with the 
oracles of God " ; * and through Jews (with the 

Hebrew Christian converts from Judaism.) These three names of 
one class are followed by three of a different class [i.e, non- Hebrew 
Christians) — Kpaphras, Luke, and Demas. (Colossians iv. 10-15.) 

^ This api^ars (though of course not exclusively) from the narra- 
tive of St. Paul's journey in the Acts. In that book every reader 
is struck with the first person plural {luc) so often repeated. (First 
in Acts xvi. 10. Cf, the repeated third persons plural, ending 
with Karffiriffav tls Tp(jp(£8a, with the abrupt and decisive tuBtus 
^j^rfT-fjoaufVy trpocFKtKkrirat ijfiaSt fvdvipofxiiirafjity. Acts xvi. 7, 8, 
with tdtW. vv. 10, II.) Of course it has been suspected by some 
critics, who, in the name of plain common-sense, weave theories 
of superhuman subtilty ; and it is, therefore, equally of course, 
now a fact acquired by science (according to the same critics) that 
this and other passages presenting the same peculiarity are 
fragments of a narrative of some other companion of the Apostle, 
intercalated by St. Luke — and that they, therefore, contain no proof 
that the evangelist ever made these voyages in person. Ours is 
certainly the natural view. There is no proof, however, that St. 
Luke was converted by St. Paul, who never calls him "his son." 

2 Colossians iv. 14 ; Philemon 24. It is interesting to observe 
that the two evangelists, Mark and Luke, are mentioned in the 
context of l)oth passages (Colossians iv. 14, cf. v. 10 ; Philemon 
24: *^ Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas,^^ on which St. 
Chrysostom quaintly remarks, *' the last is made first "). See also — 
*'only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him hither with 
thee." 2 Timothy iv. 11. 

' Aoviras b iarp6s, Colossians iv. 14 ; Kparitm 9€6<pt\€. St. Luke 
i. 3 ; r/. Acts i. I. 
* Romans iii. 2. 
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great exception of the author of the third Gospel 
and of the Acts of the Apostles) they were perhaps 
all delivered. 

Other circumstances emerge from the darkness 
with a very high degree of probability. The 
narrative in the Acts of the Apostles exactly 
agrees in tone with the ancient tradition that St. 
Luke belonged originally to Antioch. The author 
of that work evidently enjoyed peculiar sources of 
information about the city ; and we can feel the 
glow of a patriotic townsman in the subdued 
triumph of the tone 'in which he writes — "the 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch." ^ 
That St. Paul's apostolic authority, and consum- 
mate mastery in the magnificent universalism of 
the Faith, presided over the formation of the third 
Gospel, and guided its estimate and Leading Ideas 
of the life and work of Jesus, is not only attested 
by ancient authority, but is in entire accordance 
with the language of both writers and, with their 
conceptions of Christ and of Christianity.^ 

^ Acts xi. 26. See the whole passage from v. 22 to the close of 
the chapter. A reading of Acts xi. 28 is found in Codex D. — l\v 8« 
tcoWi) h.'yoXXio.aiS' (ruy€ffTpaiJ.fjL4vuv Se iifjLuv &.vaaras ffy, k.t.\. 
{ff uaTp4<p€ IV = io gather together, is in Acts x. 41 ; xxvii. 13). 
This reading is adopted by St. Augustine. {DeSerm. Dom. ii. 57.) 
The widely accepted statement that St. Luke was of Antioch (first 
ound, probably, in Euseb. H.E, iii. 4), Ewald supposes to have 
arisen from this reading of Acts xi. 28. (Ewald. Aposielgeschichte, 
yisqq. ; 250 sqq.) 

* It seems singular that the mention of St. Luke by St. Paul in 
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What are we to think of the long-received 
supposition that St. Luke was a personal disciple 
of Jesus ? 

That he was so from the beginning of our Lord's 
Ministry is absolutely contradicted, not only by 
other circumstances just mentioned, but by the 
evangelist's own language in the forefront of his 
Gospel. He distinguishes himself modestly and 
precisely from those " which from the beginning 
were eye-witnesses." ^ 

Yet unquestionably from early times there was 
a widespread tradition that St. Luke was a per- 
sonal follower of Jesus — indeed one of the seventy 
disciples ; and this is indicated by the Gospel 
appointed for St. Luke the Evangelist's Day .2 

What if the writer of the third Gospel ivas in a 
limited degree " an eye-witness," ^ but not '''from 
the beginning'^ * — i.e.^ in a certain sense a disciple 
of Jesus, though not one of the original disciples } 

There is one passage which seems to give con- 
siderable support to this view. It is the narrative 

2 Timothy iv. 11 — evidently for a somewhat prolonged sojourn 
(oriro^f^affov irph x^^l*-^^^^ i\0€iv. ibid. v. 2l) — has Ijeen so little 
associated with "the books and especially the parchments." (ra 
j3i/3A(a, jucCXio-ra rij fitfifipavas. ibid, v. 13). The passages really 
seem to point to some sort of literary collaboration between Luke or 
Mark and the Apostle. But the character of the third Gospel, and 
the witness of antiquity, prove that if such collaboration existed it 
was between Luke (not Mark) and Paul. 

' St. Luke i. 2, 3. - St. Luke x. i sqq. 

^ f^^Jt6'KTQLi, St. Luke i. 2. * air' apx^^ ouT<JirTai. ibid. 
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of the appearance of the Risen Lord to the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus.^ .The whole 
section is touched with St. Luke's softest and 
tenderest pencil. It is characterized throughout 
by an indescribable sweetness, fulness, familiarity, 
majesty.^ How is it possible that it could have 
been written by any but by an eye-witness ? The 
whole company of simple men who at that 
time followed Jesus could not have supplied an 
author who would have been at home with the 
conception of a risen God. If Galilee had had at 
that time some mute inglorious Shakespeare, even 
his genius would have been unable to move with 
freedom in these altitudes of the imagination. 
Who but a disciple, and a disciple who was pre- 
sent, could have known so much, not only about 
Jesus but about the two — how they/t'// as well as 
how they walked and talked ? It may, of course, 
be suggested that St. Luke here (as, no doubt, 
upon other occasions) used documents which were 



^ St. Luke xxiv. 13 36. 

- "The lines on the two disciples going to Emmaus in *Con 
versation,' ihougli litllc mure than a i)arapiiiasc of the Gospel 
narrative, convey plcasanlly ilie evangelical idea of the Divine 
Friend. C'ow]>ersays in one of liis letters ihai he had Ix'en intimate 
wiih a man of fine lasie, who had confessed to him that though he 
could not subscribe to the truth of Christianity itself, he could never 
read this passage of St. Luke without being deeply affected by it, 
and feeling that if the stamp of divinity was impressed upon any- 
thing in the Scriptures, it was upon that passage." — Coivper^ by 
Ooldwin Smith, in Macmillan's Men of Letters^ \\ 54. 



88 THE LEADING IDEAS iv 

supplied to him for his work — and the suggestion 
cannot be. considered as in itself unreasonable. 
But there are two points which deserve considera- 
tion, (i) There is something remarkable in the 
evangelist's mention of the name of one of the 
disciples — "the one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas." Why is the other not directly named ? 
It is quite of a piece with the lofty and tender 
reserve of St. John, who so often speaks of himself 
allusively.! (2) One of the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus has a Greek name.^ This lends 
some additional probability to his companion being 
of the same origin.^ 

* St. John xiii. 22 ; xviii. 15 ; xix. 27 ; xx. 2, 3, 4, 8 ; xxi. 7-20. 
It would appear as if this were a principle common to all the 
evangelists. Contrast St. Matthew's studiously reserved account of 
his call (St. Matthew ix. 9-14) with St. Mark ii. 15 sqq, ; St Luke 
V. 29 sqq. St. Mark seems to indicate himself in St. Mark xv. $3 
(an incident psychologically quite on the same line with the trait of 
St. Mark's character in Acts xv. 37). 

2 KA€<(iras is contractec^ from KXcf^irarpoj. The Cleopas in St. 
Luke's Gospel is erroneously identified in the margin A.V. with the 
**Cleophas" of St. John xix. 25. The latter should be given as 

ClopaSy which is one transliteration of the Aramaic name t<B?n, 

of which 'AA^atos is another. See Mill. Mythical Interpretation 
the Gospels, 228, 229. Bretschn. Atan. N.T. sub v. 

* We may associate the presence of these disciples with the 
"EXAtji/ey rivts (St. John xii. 20). It may be added that those who 
take pleasure in the thought of connecting St. Luke in some way 
with the authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews — a connection of 
which there are numerous indications — will love to trace its mar- 
vellous hcrmeneutics to the great Interpreter. (Sicpfi^i^cuo-ei^ avrols 4v 
IT. T. ypa<l>cus rh ir€p\ airrov, St. Luke xxi v. 27. ) 
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II 



What, then, to a man like St. Luke would be 
the great Leading Idea of a narrative of the Life^ 
of Jesus — suggested by the circumstances of his 
own life ? Surely it would be the following. 

Christ rose in the midst of a people the " most 
strikingly individualized " amongst the nations of 
the earth — a people narrow in their conception of 
humanity, and intensely bigoted in the ritual of 
their creed. Yet (except in unessential particulars) 
little about Him spoke of one race or of one time. 
This man of an individualized race presents the 
type and model of a universalized humanity. 

It is not very easy for us to place ourselves 
adequately in the position to estimate this. It has 
become a facile affectation to talk of the brother- 
hood of Man. Our large opportunities of travel- 
ling, and the tendency of modern education, which 
make it (as Arnold said) only "less disgraceful 
to be ignorant of foreign literature than of our 
own," contribute powerfully to this. Only those 
who are already old can now remember the days 
when steamboats were few and small, and, except 
in England, railways did not exist. When the 
boyish traveller crossed the narrow sea to Calais, 
even a Frenchman seemed to him a being of almost 
a different nature. He would, perhaps, have been 
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a little perplexed to be told that the Frenchman 
was a fellow-man and a fellow-Christian.* 

But, in the case of our Lord, there was a man 
apparently of low position and of narrow training. 
He had never travelled in foreign lands, or been 
rocked upon the great sea. He was of Jewish 
blood and antecedents, possibly with certain out- 
ward Jewish characteristics ; certainly of Jewish 
training and surroundings.^ Yet He loves, pities, 
honours, man as man. He can, indeed, feel indig- 
nation, generally an indignation interfused with 
grief. Of contempt He scarcely seems capable ; 
unless we arc to except those few occasions when 
men .seem to have allowed their God-given en- 
dowments to sink to the level of the mere animal 
creation — of dog or swine, of viper or fox.2 He 
is pitiful and pure — pitiful in proportion to His 
purity. And hence that car, so exquisitely sensi- 
tive to the discords of sin, is the first that ever 
heard the one faint pulse which yet kept time and 
tune in the harlot's passionate heart. At times He 
looks right over all seas and distances. He knows 
that His voice is of infinite vohiinc, and that He 
can throw it where lie will. lie speaks with 
divine, impartial pity to all sinners and sorrowers. 
And in the cla\'s wlien He is to be absent, the 

^ Certain traits of accent or of appearance may have led to the 
question of the woman of Samaria — *' how is it that thou, being a 
lexvV (St. John iv. 9.) 

■^ St. Matthew vii. 6 ; xii. 34. Si. Luke xiii. 32. 
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message of a universal love and pity is to be 
carried into all lands at all costs — " both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth." ^ 

This view of the character and work of Jesus was 
naturally attractive to a man of St. Luke's antece- 
dents. His Leading Idea of our Lord was natur- 
ally that of the universal Saviour. From memoirs 
in the pos.session of original eye-witnesses, their 
friends and families ; from living traditions of living 
men and women ; from the teaching and personal 
influence of St. Paul ; as we think in the highest 
degree probable from his own personal recollection, 
the third evangelist, under the guidance of the 
Spirit of Christ, described the Lord Jesus as 
.such a man would love to contemplate the Head 
of our common humanity. In His cradle, in His 
miracles, in His words, in His sufferings, in His 
cross, in His glory, He was the light of the world, 
the light of the Gentiles. That which He said of a 
fallen son of Abraham is equally true of a fallen 
race. ** The Son of Man is come to seek and to 
.save that which was lost." The Gospel according 
to St. Luke is in its Lcadinj4 idea the Gospel of 
fallen humanitv. 

St. Luke was not only *' capable of forming such 
an idea " — he was actually possessed by it. He 
knew of Athens, its agora, its great .sects of philo- 

» Acts i. 8. 
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sophcrs, its peculiar institutions.^ He reports St. 
Paul's lofty ethnological teaching upon the unity 
of the human race. He understands from his 
master the influence of climate and geographical 
position upon the destinies of race. The crises of 
national development, and the boundaries shaped 
out by the course of ev^ents, supply him with the 
keys to human history.^ He was fitted by all the 
conditions of his position and modes of thought to 
perceive that the mission of Jesus was a universal 
call, with two necessary correlatives — universally 
impending judgment, and the universally intelli- 
gible witness of a Divine Being manifested in a 
human life and death.^ 

This Gentile evangelist, possibly writing his 
Gospel from Rome, the capital of the Gentile 
world, and impressed with the rejection of the 
Jews, brings before us the Gospel as the Gospel of 
humanity, the Saviour as the Saviour of the world. 
"It forms," says Schenkel, "the Gentile-Christian 
antithesis to the Jewish Christian thesis in the 
evangelical history, and it aims at giving Christi- 
anity an universal significance." " According to the 
preface, it is a composition intended to confirm 

* Acts xvii. 26. 

* tpUias irporfrayfJLfPovs Kaipovs Koi rks opoOtalas tiJj KuroiKlas 
avTuy. Acts xvii. 26. 

' 6 ©ebj TO yvv Trapay^tWfi rois avOpwvois Taffiv^ icavraxov 
u€Tavoiuv...t(Tr7i<rev tifidpau iv 7} fitWtt Kpiveiv rijv olKOVixivr\y — Tiariv 
irapaffx^^ irajrif, avaar-fiffas avrhv ix vfKpitv. Acts xvii. 30, 31. 
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the faith of a distinguished Gentile catechumen in 
evangelical truth." Born in a stable, under the 
Roman Emperor, He who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary is the 
Saviour of all men. His genealogy is brought up 
to Adam, the head of our humanity, not to 
Abraham, the progenitor of the Jewish people.^ 
While St. Matthew speaks chiefly of the Twelve as 
representatives of the twelve tribes, St. Luke lays 
more stress upon the sending of the Seventy, that 
number being the symbol of the nations under the 
theocracy.2 The great episode of the so-called 
" Journey Report " ^ mentions a journey through 
Samaria to Judaea and Jerusalem. We may note 
in it tenderness to the Samaritans, in refusing to 
bring down fire from heaven,* and in choosing the 
Samaritan as the embodiment of charity in that 
story ^ whose beauty has never been exceeded but by 
another, " of which Jesus is not the narrator but the 
subject." W^e may also observe that breathing of 
deathless hope over Tyre and Sidon — '' if the mighty 
works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which 
have been done in you, they had a great while ago 
repented."^ And, above all, the parables of the 
Lost Sheep and the Prodigal Son, which touch 
upon the exile and the return of God's self- 

* St Luke iii. 38. 2 Qf gj L„]^g ix. i, 6 ; x. i, 20. 
' Ibid. ix. 51 ; xviii. 30. ■* Ibid. ix. 51, 56. 

* Ibid. X. 30, 37. « Ibid. ver. 13. 
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banished children with such tender and tearful 
love.^ 

As a natural consequence of this, one of the 
great Leading Ideas of St. Luke*s Gospel is also 
the Leading Idea of St. Paul ; which, therefore, he 
did not develop from any other source than the 
life and words of Christ. That Leading Idea 
is forgiveness, grace — " not grace from works, but 
works from grace." 

This is throughout a fundamental conception of 
St. Luke in those parts which are peculiar to him. 
All is Christ's gift. So is it with the lower blessing 
of healing. " On many that were blind He bestowed 

^ It is interesting to trace some of the apparently minute modifica- 
tions in the language of a Gospel to its source in a Leading Idea, 
(i) In the parable from nature of the nearing summer, the two 
other synoptics have — "learn a parable of the fig-tree''^ — (St. 
Matthew xxvi. 36 ; St. Mark xiii. 28). But St. Luke from other 
sources of information adds, "the ^g-Xxe.Q and all the trees." (St. 
Luke xxi. 29. ) There was some influence which warned him that 
the addition might be needed for readers in other regions who do 
not know what the nature of the fig-tree is. (2) In St. Matthew 
we read of ^ ^aviXtia r&v ovpav&y about thirty-two times ; in St. 
Luke this never occurs, but ri $aai\tia row Btov thirty-three times. 
We may conjecture that there was some fear of encouraging a 
material and local view. Yet ovpapSs itself is a very favourite word 
of St. Luke's. The question became one of transcendent import- 
ance for the Jesuit missionaries in China in the last century. (3) 
It has from an early period been remarked that there is an instruc- 
tive reason which holds back St. Luke (the evangelist of the Gentiles) 
from employing in the narrative of the Transfiguration the word 
which might suggest the metamorphoses of heathen deities. i^Cf, 
fxfT€fiop^<i07i, St. Matthew xvii. 2 ; St. Mark ix. 2, with iyivtro 
rh tJbos Tov irpoff^ov aCrov trtpoy, k.t.K, St. Luke ix. 29.) 
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sight." ^ So much more is it with the higher gift 
of pardon and peace. Does not this apply to the 
story of the sinful woman who anointed the feet of 
Jesus ; to the parables of the love of God the Son 
in seeking the lost, and of God the Father in going 
to meet the prodigal, when he is yet a great way 
off .^^ Consider, again, the parable of the Pharisee 
and Publican,^ probably not recorded by St. 
Matthew, because he might be supposed to be the 
Publican from whom it was drawn. In an age 
which must have outrageous excitement, people 
run after the converted prize-fighter, or to hear the 
life babbled out in a sermon, of some poor sinner 
with the rouge scarcely washed from her faded face. 
So was it not with St. Augustine in his Confessions^ 
where the mother of his lost Adeodatus passes into 
the silence, veiled and tearful, a shadow without a 
name. So was it not with Apostles. The same 
thought appears in section after section. We shall 
at once remember Zaccheus, to whose home salva- 
tion comes, for the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save that which was lost ; the look that recalled 
Peter to himself; the word from the cross, pre- 
served by St. Luke alone — "Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do ; " that other word 
to the dying thief, who believed that in the pierced 

• So th6 R.V. well translates ^x^P^'^oto fiXtvettf. St. Luke 
vii. 21. 

- St. Luke vii. 36 st/(j. ; xv. * I/fit/, xviii. 10 S(/^. 
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hands lay the keys of death and hell — '' to-day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise ; " the com- 
mission that "repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem/^^ 

This Gosf>el, whose key-note and leading idea is 
forgiveness ; which has, as its own peculiar treasures, 
the forgiveness of the fallen woman, of the publican, 
of the crucifiers, of the dying thief, of a world if 
that world will receive it ; comes well from the 
Gentile evangelist, the friend of St. Paul the great 
doctor of grace, who wrote his Gospel under St. 
PauFs guidance ^ and encouragement. There are 

^ St. Luke xix. 9, 10 ; xxii. 61 ; xxiii. 34, 43 ; xxiv. 47. 

2 Let us here draw attention to some important traces of Pauline 
thought and language in the third Gospel. 

{a) One of the most interesting passages in the New Testament is 
the account of the institution of the Holy Communion, in the iith 
chapter of 1st Corinthians. It contains the earliest record of the 
Eucharist, the earliest written words of our Lord. We find a 
remarkable coincidence with this in St. Luke's narrative, more 
especially in one point. St. Matthew and St. Mark say of the 
bread, cuAot^o-oj ; of the aip, evxapi(f'r-i)aas. St. Luke alone says 
of the bread, tvxapKrr'fiaas, and in this he coincides with St. Paul.^ 

(d) Few words are more familiar to all students than x*P*^ ^^^ 

viffris. Xipts occurs about 146 times in the New Testament, only 

on 21 occasions outside St. Paul's and St. Luke's writings ; vians is 

ound in some 243 places, about 53 times outside St. Paul and St. 

Luke. 



* St. Matthew xxvi. 26, 27, \a0u)y rhv &proy, Koi itKoyi^ffas... 
\afii»v tcor-qpiov Koi evxapi^TT/lffas. So St. Mark xiv. 22, 23. But 
in St. Luke xxii. 19, 20, \a$iiv aprov €vxapi(rr'/,(rai, K.r A- Cf. 
I Corinthians xi. 24, ct/xa^'O'TT/o-as ^^Aa(rcl'. 
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two great sub-sections of this Leading Idea of the 
Gentile Gospel which remain to be indicated. 

{a) The rejection of the Jews and the fall of 
Jerusalem form the antithesis to this call of the 
Gentiles. Yet, abused as it may have been by 
fanaticism, the hope of the restoration of Israel is 
in accordance with Scripture. Jerusalem is dear to 
every man of the race of Israel. The celebrated 
writer who is accused by his enemies of metaphysical 
glitter, of exaggerated tinsel and affected antithesis, 
becomes serious when he speaks of her. His de- 
scription of Jerusalem is drawn with the pencil of a 
genuine enthusiasm. We feel that the anticipation 
of prophecy elevates his style when he rejoices in 
the fact that the terraced gardens are again ascend- 
ing the hills of Jerusalem ; that " the true children 
of the land, the vine and the olive," are again ex- 
ulting in their native soil.^ The thought of Israel's 
restoration is in the words, preserved by St. Luke — 
'* they shall be led away captive into all nations ; 

(r) All readers of St. Paul's Epistles must have been arrested by 
the contrast drawn in Romans v. and i Corinthians xv. between the 
first man, who is from the earth, of dust, and the Second Man, whose 
origin is from heaven. * Is not the germ of this great thought in the 
last clause of the genealogy in St. Luke— "which was the son of 
Adam, which was the son of God " ? (St. Luke iii. 38). 

* Lord Beaconsfield's Tattered, 

* 4k *fTis xo^i^^' {^/' X^^^ ^""^ "^^^ 7^*1 Genesis ii. 7), 6 Mrtpos 
ipOpviros i^ olfpcwov. See Tischendorf and Reiche, Comm. Crit. I 
Corinthians xv. 47. 

H 
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and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled/* ^ 

St. PauFs magnificent prophecy is but the ex- 
pansion of these divine words.^ 

ip) A second subsection of this great chapter of 
St. Luke's Leading Idea of his Gospel as the Gentile 
Gospel is the prominence assigned to prayer in it. 
In the classics, the Greek and Roman writers are 
seldom quite serious in their treatment of prayer. 
The " psalmist of Eleusis " ^ gives an account of the 
origin of its mysteries in lines intended to be used 
in devotion, which are splendid with the colouring 
of Homer, but can never have expressed a sigh or 
accompanied a tear. For anything like a real 
liturgy we must pass from Greece and Rome to 
Egypt. But the Jews had an unapproachable 
prayer-book in the Psalter, with its sweet yet 
awful conception of the intercourse of the spirit of 
man with the Spirit of God. ^ 

An enforcement of the example and of the duty 
oi prayer would, consequently, be within the scope 
of this Leading Idea of the Gentile Evangelist.^ Of 
the praying Christ Himself in St. Luke, we shall 

* St. Luke xxi. 24. 

* Romans xi. 1 1-29 (especially v. 25). 

* Mr. Grote's expression for the author of the hymn ety Ai^/t'^Tpa''* 

* See especially Ps. xxvii. 8, xxxii. 5, xxxiv, 6. The popular 
Greek notion of prayer in the third century before Christ presents a 
strange contrast as drawn from the life in the newly found Mimes of 
Herondas. IV. pp. 14-18 (espec. lines 79-95*. Rutherford's Edit. 

^ St. Luke xviii. i ; xxi. 36. 
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have to speak in another place. Twice the Saviour, 
in St. Luke, specially urges His followers to prayer. 
Three parables — one among the simplest and home- 
liest of all ; ^ another summing up the whole widowed 
life of the Church in her life of prayer ;^ a third more 
nearly than any other approaching to the caustic 
sarcasm of a divine irony ^ — are found in this Gospel 
alone. 

Ill 

We may draw two lessons from this part of our 
subject. 

I. The first is that St. Luke's Leading Idea of 
Christ as the Saviour of universal humanity is the 
very life of the hope without which missionary 
work must die out of the world. 

The unvarnished history told by some honest 

* The parable of the friend who goes to borrow three loaves, St. 
Luke xi. 5-14. Additional emphasis is lent to the parable by the 
place in which it occurs, just after the close of the Saviour's solemn 
prayer, and by His giving the Lord's Prayer in answer to the re- 
quest, "Lord, teach us to pray." (St. Luke xi. 11). 

^ St. Luke xviii. 1-9. 

8 St. Luke xviii. 9-15, 6 ^a^iavHoi <T'Ta.9%\% irphs iavrhv ravra 
irpoff'nvx*'ro (v. ii). We aie not to connect rr phs iavr6p with 
ffradfls (which, as Meyer shows, would have required Ka6* iavrSy)^ 
but with irpoffrjvxf'ro=** he prayed these things with " (almost /^, or 
at least tmvards) * * himself. " " Prayed these things, " but what things ? 
Not one word, one sigh, one thought of prayer. It was glorification 
addressed to self, not prayer addressed to God. The two parables 
(xviii. 1-15) are an instance of the balance by contrast in which St. 
Luke so much delights in every part of his work ; xviii. i. 9, h(nv 
pray ; xviii. 9-15, how not to pray. 

H 2 
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traveller has often more power to awaken us to a 
sense of our duty towards the heathen than mis- 
sionary sermons — nay, than the appeals of mission- 
aries themselves. 

The hatred, cruelty, drunkenness, lust, prevalent 
in some tribes ; the very food with its stench of 
death ; the boat-loads of stupefied wretches 
carried down the Congo to be eaten, shame us into 
thought. Human nature seems to be outraged in 
its majesty, and cries — ** do something to raise 
these abject creatures." 

What that something is to be we learn supremely 
from the third Gospel. The needle of the human 
heart trembles towards the ideal made real in 
Jesus. This gives manhood to man, and makes the 
woman feel that she is a woman. Conscience and 
pity awaken to the simple presentation of the like- 
ness of the Son of Man. As His work is brought 
home the soul springs forward and hails the light 
of duty, as the bird upon the hill-side, when the 
sunshine begins to scatter the frost-mist, claps his 
wing, and salutes the light with a cry of gladness. 
The splendid motto of successful missionary work 
is in St. Luke's verse, quivering and radiant with 
the sunshine of the victory of heaven. *' There was 
great joy in that city." ^ The universal Saviour of 
St. Luke's Leading Idea is fitted for every human 
heart. 

^ Acts viii. 8. 
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2. For the same reason the Jesus of St. Luke's 
delineation is fitted to raise up and renovate those 
who are called " failures " among ourselves. 

Many people know some young soul once bright 
and elastic, who went down in the morning singing 
to the battle of life, as if destined to become a 
leader in the army. In the noontide he stands 
before them cowed and helpless. He is now like a 
broken blade in the battle, or a shivered lamp in 
the sanctuary. " I seemed so strong and likely," 
he tells you. " But you see what I am." Then 
with a tear or with a sneer — or with both simul- 
taneously — " I am one of * Bishop Butler's 
favourites ' ; ^ I am a Failure ! " 

From time to time the Jesus of whom St. Luke 
tells us manifests Himself to such as these. This 
Jesus of every man, and therefore of each man, 
seeks before He saves, seeks first and saves after- 
wards — this tender Jesus, with the tears of the 
sinful woman raining down upon His feet ; this 
pathetic Jesus ^ who suffered on earth, and suffers 
along the ages, Whose pity is so wonderful and so 
creative. Is it not actually a Leading Idea of St. 
Luke's Gospel that there need necessarily be no 
final failures — for out of the failures of earth arc 
wrought the successes of heaven } " The Son of 
Man came to seek and save that which is lost." 

^ Bishop Butler, Analogy. Part I., chap, ii., ad fin. 
■-* «t ira^TjT^j b Xpi<TT6s. Acts xxvi. 23 ( passiHiis). 



IV 

THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. LUKES 

GOSPEL 

B 

FROM HIS SPECIAL TRAINING 
"Luke, the beloved physician." — Colossians iv. 14. 

St. Luke was a physician. It was from the first 
subtly remarked that his professional bias might 
be inferred from the whole tone in which he speaks 
of medical practitioners as contrasted with St. 
Mark. In the case of the woman with the issue of 
blood the third evangelist records, indeed, the 
failure of all treatment. But he also hints that 
she belonged to the class of patients who, if poor, 
necessarily incur a ruinous expenditure, while they 
are fatally bound to disappointment from the want 
of the necessary conditions for successful treatment. 
St. Mark's language is fuller, and not without a 
touch of something ol almost melancholy bitterness 
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— a suppressed pathos almost passing into censure. 
He tells with a sigh which we can all but hear 
the concentrated experience of the sick of all ages 
— not only the expense of treatment and the failure 
to cure, but the hopeless and heart-breaking 
diversity of opinion, the cruel suffering, the actual 
injury done by tentative remedies.^ The passage 
in the third Gospel (even in its unaltered form) is 
evidently consistent, that in the second Gospel, as 
evidently inconsistent with a physician's instinctive 
estimate of his own profession. 



Wc proceed to inquire what bearing St. Luke's 
special training has upon the Leading Ideas of his 
Gospel. 

I. It has a direct bearing upon them. Not less 
thany?7v; special miracles of healing are peculiar to 

• iJtis Xatpals 7rpo<rava\(o<ra(Ta HKov rhv filoy ainris ovk X<Txv<r^v vir' 
ouBtvhs OepavtvdTJyai. St. Luke viii. 43 ; the oCk t<TXv(r€v is surely 
much more emphatic than "could not be healed" of our two ver- 
sions. It indicates the lack of vital energy in the patient. (The 
words from iarpovs to adrTjs, both included, are omitted by two 
uncials A.D. With this reading the thought would simply be that 
* ' the woman was one of the class of patients whose case, from its 
intrinsic conditions, did not admit of successful treatment.") Con- 
trast St. Mark's language — iroAAi iraOovtra virh iroW&v iarpatv Vol 
datrav-ficaffa r^ Trap wurr\s v<£i'Ta koX fiifi^v uxpfhriBflffa aWii fxaXXov 
«ty T^ x^^P^'^ iKdovaa. St. Mark v. 26. 
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St. Luke.-^ The last of these is worthy of special 
notice. The latest miracle of healing in the long 
series of the Good Physician's acts of benevolence 
is surely suitable to the physician's Gospel.^ 

St. Luke, as a physician, belonged to the " let- 
tered class '* of the Roman Empire. In Imperial 
Rome there was a higher college of medical 
studies, with examinations and exercises for de- 
grees in which success was by no means assured to 
the candidate. No doubt the physician was not 
necessarily a gentleman of his day by birth at 
least. An intelligent slave sometimes won his 
emancipation and became a freedman for the 
purpose of pursuing his medical studies.^ 

* (i) The mising of the widow of Nam's son — St. Luke vii. 11-17. 
(2) The restoration of the woman which had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years— xiii. 10-17. (3) The cure of the man with the 
dropsy, xiv. 1-6. (4) The cleansing of the ten lepers — xviii iQ-20. 
(5) The healing of the High Priest's servant, whose ear was cut off — 
xxii. 50, 51. Ewald {.Hist, of Israel ^ vi. 221, 222, English transla- 
tion) contains some interesting remarks upon the whole subject of 
our Lord's miraculous cures. 

* St. Luke xxii. 50, 51. 

3 It has been observed that contracted names (like Lucas from 
Lucanus) were common among slaves. In an example of discussion 
oi fact, after the plaintiff's contention, Figulus argues — ^* servisse 
eum Pisauri dominis duobus, medicinam factitdsse ; manumissum 
alienor: se familise immiscuisse, ac rogantem eis serviret, emptum. " 
(M. F. QUINTIL. Instit, Oral., vii., ii. 26. Tom. iii. 63, edit. 
Spalding.) The commentator's assertion in a subsequent volume 
that **medicus" means surgeon exclusively, is refuted by many 
passages in Quintilian, where the **medicus " gives prescriptions and 
draughts, especially by a poisoning case. {Ibid, vii. ii. 17.) It has 
been remarked that there was a considerable medical school at 
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Thus one Leading Idea of the third Gospel is 
the reality of the healings effected by Jesus, their 
objective character as facts which actually oc- 
curred within the confines of history. This reality is 
attested to us by their capacity for being recorded 
in the terms of the medical science of the day. 

There is another point which may most suitably 
be mentioned here. There are, probably, not very 
many persons imbued with the modern spirit, for 
whom the chief difficulty in the Gospels is not the 
recognition of demoniacal possession by the evan- 
gelists, and (if they have not misapprehended His 
teaching) by our Lord Himself It seems to be 
very widely assumed that not only lunacy and 
suicidal mania, but convulsive and epileptiform 
seizures are confounded with possession. It is 
therefore important to notice that the distinction 
between these two classes of affections is quite 
clearly indicated by St. Luke.' In this respect, the 
Gospel of the physician gives us important help.^ 

2. To the training of St. Luke's professional life 
developing natural aptitude wc may trace, in some 

Colossae. St. Paul's special mention of St. Luke as a physician 
with deep pei-sonal affection may not have l)een without reference to 
this fact. Christianity from the very first, for reasons deeply 
connected with its wliole dogmatic and ethical teaching, brought the 
medical profession into prominence, and the Apostle desires to make 
it honourable. (See Bishop Wordsworth, N/f. vol. ii. 331.) 

* XaVtivai &irb r»y v6<rwv — ivoxXovfi^voi hirh irpevudrwv. St. J^uke 
vi. 17, 18. 

^ See Note B at the end of this Discussion 
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measure a second and very important Leading 
Idea of the third Gospel. 

Early in that Gospel, we read of the devout 
Simeon saying, with the Holy Spirit upon him, to 
the Blessed Mother, that her wondrous " Child was 
set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel ; 
and for a sign ever being spoken against ; that 
thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed." ^ 
The revelation of human character by Christ, 
Christ as the touchstone of the human soul, is a 
second great Leading Idea of St. Luke's Gospel — 
and might almost stand as its summary from one 
point of view — and this characteristic is more 
closely connected witii St. Luke's special training 
than might at first appear. 

The physician is, perforce, something of a 
psychologist, and the physician of considerable 
practice has opportunities of exercising himself in 
the study of human nature probably accorded to 
no other man. Psychologizing may have peculiar 
dangers for natures of an introspective tendency. 
The psychological scoundrel occasionally admires 
himself as an interesting phenomenon ; it is some- 
thing to be a singular scoundrel. Much more fre- 
quently the student of self congratulates himself 
upon the acuteness of some piece of self-discovery, 

' Sirws tiv itvoKaKvipOuffiv 4k iroWSiv KapZiwv ^laXoynTfioi. St. 
Luke ii. 35. 8toXo7if€<r6ot, bia\oyi<rui6s, are tnily Lucanian words 
see Btudcr Concordant^ s.v.). Thoughts too vague for present 
utterance are rij)ened, and man is revealed to himself, by Christ. 
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when he should be amending a weakness or sighing 
over a sin. But the physician has an ample field 
in his observation of others. He comes to make a 
diagnosis of our malady ; he goes away perhaps, 
with a more thorough diagnosis of our character. 
If we were called upon to take part in a process of 
canonization, we might find a more satisfactory 
witness in the doctor than in the confessor to the 
true spirituality of a man's soul. He knows in 
his minute and lengthened observations whether 
the sick man possesses patience, resignation, faith. 
The physician may not be a religious man. He may 
be a speculative unbeliever. Yet his ear is quick 
and his eye sharp. He knows whether the feet of 
Jesus have stood by the bedside, whether His voice 
has whispered low and sweet over the darkening 
waves — " it is I : be not afraid." Thus in St. Luke's 
Gospel we have delineations of human character as 
revealed by the presence of Christ. The Gospel of 
the physician is also the Gospel of the psychologist} 

^ The same divine underlying principle is often so to speak trans- 
lated into the languages of different tracts of thought by different 
Leading Ideas in two or more evangelists. There were deep and 
divine reasons why the Risen Saviour was not to run the risk of 
being seen by any miscellaneous crowd. St. Mark tells us this of the 
walk to Emmaus in his way — ** He was manifested iv iripif fiop<l>^." 
(St. Mark xvi. 12.) But St. Luke gives \\s the i/i/ema/ and pj^siAo/i'^i- 
lal reason — " their eyes were holden " — and the cause of this (5 h.v6^roK 
fcal jSpaScis T^ KupHia rov irumvtiy ic.t.A. (St. Luke xxiv. 16-25.) 
Note also the preservation by one evangelist alone of the profoundly 
significant nad' r^nipav^ so im))ortant in the formation of character, 
(ix. 23.) 
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{a) We need but remind ourselves of such single 
characters as Herod and Pilate ; ^ as the covetous 
man who wishes to make Christ an arbitrator : as 
Zaccheus.^ 

But St. Luke specially aimed at groups, or at 
least, pairs of contrasted characters^ — at showing 
us how the thoughts of their hearts are revealed as 
if by an electric light at some crisis-moment sud- 
denly thrown by the Master of their being upon 
each twig and fibre of the tree of the inner life. 
Like the other evangelists, indeed, he seldom 
ventures to tell in so many words the principles 
which lay at the root of our Lord's treatment of 
each case. We are left to discover that for our- 
selves. And the very diversity of the treatment is 
a key to our understanding of the character. A 
remarkable instance is found in the three types of 
different natures and conditions of men thrown 
together by St. Luke alone.* The two first, indeed 
are known to us from St. Matthew.^ But the 

^ St. Luke xxiii. 9, cf. ix. 9. (The writer ventures to refer to a 
sermon upon the character of Heiod Antipas, in The Great Questto*i 
(2nd edit. , Kegan Paul and Trench, pp. 1 7 1 - 1 87. ) For the reriiarkable 
indication of Peter's character in St. Luke v. 8, see Tast or Pastor tim. 
pp. 201, 202. - St. Luke xii. 13, 14 ; xi.x. I- 10, 

* The most wonderful of these is Barabbas and Jesus ; what is 
said of the first, and left unsaid of the second, with the tremendous 
voluntariness of the Jews in their persistent choice. (8v j^toCvto-- 
T^i dcA^fioTi ixxnSiv (St. Luke xxiii. 25), * St. Luke ix. 57-62. 

* St. Matthew viii. 18-23. To this part of the subject i^erhaps 
belongs the sacred and subtle irony of certain parts of our Lord's 
teaching. We have already noticed St. Luke xviii. 11. Again St 
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addition of the third makes the purpose more 
emphatic. The first was willing, too willing per- 
haps. Probably his position as scribe, student and 
thinker, made a wandering life too cruel a trial for 
him. Possibly he could render better service 
among his books and natural companions. At all 
events, Christ reins back the willing : He drives the 
spur into the unwilling. For the soul's life of the 
two last, they must nerve themselves as if to pass 
through an agony of death. Indeed, it would 
seem as if one Leading Idea of St. Luke were to 
correct the most popular and prevalent fallacy of 
our own days — the heresy of salvation by emotion, 
the belief that a religion of sudden transport and 
sonorous affirmation is the only religion that saves. 
The Saviour, whom St. Luke delineates, loved 
to awaken neither exaggerated profession nor 
hasty resolution. How could He — He whose 
resolution had an eternity behind it, and whose 
work, therefore, had an eternity before it ? Of 
Him it is supremely true, that 

**God approves 
The depth and not the transport of the soul, 
A fervent not ungovernable love. " * 



Luke xi. 36, 37. St. Luke's unfailing psycholc^ical insight taught 
him that the lawyer would not bring himself to do such honour to 
the son of a despised race as to say downright, "the Samaritan.^' 
So he preserves for us the plausible ambiguity of the respectable 
l-)eriphrasis ^* he that shaved merey on him J''' 
* Wordsworth — Laodamia. 
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A beautiful exception is made in favour of 
woman's more tender and demonstrative nature.^ 
But the Saviour is markedly intended by the third 
evangelist to discourage the ostentatious display 
of unregulated emotion, so well known to us as 
sentimentalism. Besides one passage already 
quoted^ we find in St. Luke the sentimental 
woman corrected by a wholesome check upon 
her admiration, the sentimental man warned by a 
stern parable,^ the sentimental multitude* sifted 
and chastened by the fourfold " cannot " ^ and by 
the three anti-sentimental parables, peculiar to our 
Gospel.^ The singular gush and fulness of St. 
Peter's profession, and our Lord's short sad warn- 
ing, in St. Luke's narrative, may close this 
important topic.^ 

But before leaving the subject of St. Luke's 
fineness and delicacy of psychological perception, 
we should notice those brief but most true touches 
which take off, as by an instantaneous photo- 
graph, those apparently contradictory co-exist- 
ences of feeling which lie at the root of life in its 
deeper moods. It is he who tells us how St. Peter, 

' St. Luke vii. 44-46. '^ Ibid. ix. 57. 

» Ibid, xi. 27, 28; xiv. 15-25. 

"* "There went with Him great multitudes," Ibid. xiv. 25. 

^ 01) Si/yarai (xiv. 26) ; oJ Svyarcu (v. 27) ; oxk Xaxw^v, oU Si/varat 

(v. 33)- 

* The improvident builder ; the improvident warrior ; the king in 
peril (St. Luke xiv. 28-34). 

' Ibia. xxii. 33, 34. 
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in the sweet and awful moment when Christ first 
reveals Himself fully to his soul as the Master of it 
and of nature, though he clung to that Lord with 
a yearning devotion before unknown, yet " fell 
down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me ; 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord." ^ It is St. Luke 
again who remembers that, when the risen Lord 
had showed the disciples His hands and His feet 
there was a space during which " they believed not 
for joy."2 Perhaps the most important of these 
psychological aperqus is contained in the brief 
history of the Ascension. After Jesus was parted 
from the disciples, the third evangelist tells us 
that "they worshipped Him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy!' ^ Now the current 
rationalistic account of the Ascension of our Lord 
is that it is an amplification of the last scene of 
Elijah's life, and modelled upon it. But there is 
one poiat of absolute divergence. At the parting 
of Elijah there are voices of anticipatory mourning ; 
there is an exceeding bitter cry, and the rent 
garment of mourning.* But in St. Luke's account 
of the Ascension of Jesus there is this touch without 
a parallel in the long history of human partings — 
" with great joy." Yes ! For there remained the 
unfading memory of the uplifted hands, and the 
great hope which closes the Ascension narrative.^ 

^ St. Luke V. 8, 9, - Ibid. xxiv. 41. 

* Ibid. xxiv. 52. * 2 Kings ii. 3-13. * Acts i. 11. 
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ip) This Leading Idea of St.Luke's Gospel finds one 
of its richest applications in its development of 
the character of women in relation to Jesus. The 
third Gospel tells us with unrivalled delicacy and 
fulness what Jesus did for woman,^ and what 
woman did for Jesus. It is the Gospel of woman- 
hood become Christian, or on its way to Christ. 

Let us refer to the women whose characters are 
touched by St. Luke's affluent pencil, and dis- 
criminated with exquisite refinement. 

In the early chapters we find Elizabeth, Anna, 
the Blessed Virgin. The Mary of St. Luke is at 
once identical with the Mary of St. Matthew, and 
yet more full of life and colour. In St. Matthew, 
she is the pure and much-tried woman ; put to 
shame, indeed, for a little in the eyes of her 
betrothed, but nobly justified by an angel's lips. 
She is " The Virgin ^ '' of Isaiah's prophecy. We 
hear something of her at the visit of the Wise Men, 
something of her hurried flight into Egypt, and of 
her return into the land of Israel. But in the 
Apostle's delineation there is a singular reserve. 
Mary stands before us, the Mother-maid ; splendid 

^ To the accusation against our I^ord before Pilate, after Siacrrp^- 
ipoyra rh tUvos rifi&v K.r.\, (St. Luke xxiii 2), the Marcionite 
version of St. Luke added, Kal knoirrpiipovra rks yvvaixas koI t^ 
TfKpa. (Epiphan. Adv. Hares xlii. 1 1.) 

- It is significant that while we naturally say, **the Mother and 
Child" (with St. Luke ii. 16), St. Matthew repeatedly, and as if 
emphatically, writes, "the Child and Mother." (St. Matthew ii. 11- 
13, 14, 20, 21.) 
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in the light of prophecy — statuesque, silent as a 
picture, sad and beautiful as a dream. The Child . 
Jesus is not so much upheld by her, as floating in 
light on her arms or upon her breast. But in St. 
Luke the picture is clothed in flesh and blood ; the 
dream grows real. There is breath and poetry upon 
her lips. Her heart beats quicker at the angel's 
salutation. Maiden modesty and saintly resig- 
nation to burning shame fill her brief but pregnant 
words. The hoarded music of her soul finds 
measured utterance of its serene and stately joy. 
The Magnificaty chanted in so many churches, 
is the highest specimen of the subtle influence of 
the song of purity, so exquisitely described by a 
great poet. It is the Pippa Passes among the 
liturgies of the world. It is a woman teaching in 
the Church for ever without usurpation of authority, 
but with a saintly quietness,^ that knows no end. 
The psychologist seems to sound the depths of that 
nature — ever watching and keeping close the 
several single things which are so many special ut- 
terances of God ; ever comparing them with and 
interpreting them by, facts. He lets us see that 
as she kept them closely, so she kept them on 
through all circumstances.^ 

^ I Timothy ii. 12. 

' ^ 8« Mapihfi irdyra auveriipti ra ji-fifxara ravra avfifidWovaa iv 
rg Kop8ia owT^s. (St. Luke ii. 19.) (For the force of ^^/ta see 
Vaughan on Epistle to Hebrcivs^ i. 3. Westcott, Epistfe to Hebrew s^ 
i. 49). y\ /ti^Tiyp ai^ToS Sier^pei irdvra rit ^i]fiara ravra K.r.X. ibid 

T 
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Many other forms succeed. The widow of 
Nain ; the sinner who wipes the feet of Jesus with 
her long hair ; the women which ministered unto 
Him of their substance — Mary that was called Mag- 
dalene, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's 
steward, and Susanna, and many others ; the impul- 
sive woman who lifted up her voice and said 
unto Him ** blessed is the womb that bare Thee ;" 
the contrasted natures of Mary and Martha ; the 
weeping daughters of Jerusalem, called upon to 

**pay betimes 
A moiety of that mass of moans to come " ; — * 

the service done by women for the burial, and after 
the Resurrection as apostles to the Apostles.^ 
It is worthy of all notice that this mission of the 

V. 51. The immediate context of the first of these two passages 
gives an exquisite specimen of that silent contrast which has such a 
charm for St. Luke. In vv. 1 5-20 we have five such contrasts. ( i ) The 
angds^ and *'the ;//«•«, the shepherds.^'' (ot ftc^pcairof, oX 7roifi4ves)f v. 
15. (2) The places to which they depart vv. 17, 18 the angels to 
heaven y the men to Bethlehem (v. 15). (3) The simple pious overflow 
of garrulity in the shepherds ("they made known concerning the 
saying which was spoken to them about this child ") ; the words of 
the hearers (vv. 19, 20). (4) The majestic silence of Mary (v. 19). 
(S) Yet another contrast — that silence with the simple burst of 
the shepherd's liturgy. 

^ Cassandra in Troilus and Crcssida. Act ii., Sc. 2. 
• - St. Luke vii. 11-16, 37-50; viii. 1-4; x. 38-42; xxiii. 27-32; 
xxiii. 55 to xxiv. 12 ; xxiv. 22. The same characteristic pervades 
the Acts of the Apostles (see Acts xii. 13) ; Lydia, the first European 
convert (xvi. 14, 15) ; and Tabitha, the leader of that noble army of 
good women, veiled and unveiled, who have ministered to suffering 
humanity for so many ages. (ix. 36-39.) 



sssviBses^ 
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Saviour to womanhood occurs so prominently in 
the Gospel for the Gentiles. Among them more 
especially woman was degraded. Sometimes the 
mere useful drudge of the meanest household 
details ; sometimes the helpless tool of hideous 
lusts ; occasionally a royal harlot or a splendid 
tigress. The peculiar power given to her by her 
very weakness was scarcely recognized. At the 
hand and touch of Jesus, that hidden wealth of 
tenderness was disclosed. From her out of whom 
Jesus cast seven devils to the Chinese woman con- 
verted last year, womanhood confesses — " Christ 
first taught us that we were women." While the 
New Testament tells us of some wicked women, 
yet the Gospels give no record of any who actually 
opposed Jesus Himself during His ministry. Alas ! 
that sad distinction has been reserved for later 
days — for those who compose romances in the long 
hours of leisure which they owe to His influence, 
and who write sarcastic essays with the hands 
which He has set free. 

{c) We reserve for the last place the crowning 
fruit of this peculiar preparation of St. Luke's 
mind for the work of an evangelist. It is one of 
his superior Leading Ideas to apply this psycho- 
logical penetration to the character and work of the 
Son of Man. Some of the chief instances of this 
may be given. 

{a) As has already been indicated, we find in 

I 2 
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the third Gospel the true successive developments 
of a true human life and nature. It is somewhat 
surprising, perhaps, to find the growth — corporeal 
and moral — of John the Baptist and of the Holy 
One of God, spoken of, up to a certain point, in 
the same language.^ At least it witnesses that the 
second was as truly human as the first. 

ip) The effect of prayer upon two of the 
sublimest external phenomena in the Saviour's 
life is mentioned in conformity with this purpose of 
St. Luke. Prayer on His part is the psycho- 
logical antecedent of the scene at the Baptism, and 
of the glory of the Transfiguration. To St. Luke 
alone we owe both notices. ** Jesus having been 
baptized, and while He was yet prayings the 
heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily form as a dove.'* ^ It was even in the 
act of His yet praying that the fashion of His 
countenance became other.^ There was not a 
magic cleaving of the heavens ; a sudden and 
theatrical radiance steeping face, and form, and 
vesture. There was a human factor ; a spiritual 
condition ; a suitable antecedent, in the perfect 
Man. The inward glory grew outward, coalesced 

^ St. Luke i. 80 ; ii. 40. Note the ir\fipo6ix€vov aoptas in the 
case of the Child Jesus. 

* Ey 4vtro ti€,..Ka\ 'Ii^croO fiavrtadiyros Koi xpoatvxofitvoVf &i^e^- 
X^^voi rhv oCpav6v. St. Luke iii. 21. 

' Kal iyivero iv ry irpoaivx^fr^on wirhv rb «75os toD irpocre^irov 
aiVoD cTcpov. St. Luke ix. 29. 
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with the opening sky, and melted into the light of 
heaven. Among human faces few, indeed, look 
like the face of an angel, or are touched with 
heavenly radiance. The only true light on any 
face is sure to be a light of prayer. 

(r) We may call in this Leading Idea to explain 
to us statements, which sometimes seem incom- 
prehensible—sometimes even degrading— as applied 
to one like Him, but which always " requite 
studious regard with opportune delight." 

Let us turn to some instances. 

I. "It came to pass when the days were being 
fulfilled of His being received up."^ — What can 
this mean, standing where it does, and speaking of 
a time before His death .^ Faith reads the riddle. 
" The style of the evangelist imitates the feeling 
of Jesus." '^ Again : "His sweat was, as it were, 
great drops of blood falling to the ground." -^ The 
academic Shimeis of England, and France, and 
Germany, may seek for stones to fling at Him 
from the dust of the garden. The French man of 
letters may cross Kedron, and wave out his scented 
blasphemies, leaving the unwholesome scent of 
Parisian patchouli under the olives of Gcthsemanc. 
Why that Agony, those big drops, that burst of 

^ 4v ry <rufjLV\ripov(r0ai rhs Ttfi4pas rrjs ivaK^^lfecas a^ov. St. Luke 
ix. 51. ** As the time drew near its accomplishment, in which He 
was to be raised by death into His heavenly glory.'' — RiGGENBACir, 

'*' Bengel in /oc. 

* St. Luke xxii. 44. 
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sorrow in which He was withdrawn ^ from His 
own ? Why was He less firm than the martyrs, 
than Socrates, than the Stoics, than the Indian 
brave ? The psychologist, who was also a physician, 
reveals fearlessly what believers have sometimes 
shrunk from exposing to the unbeliever's gaze. 

2. In one beautiful passage, the martyred Bishop 
of Antioch speaks of the things which Jesus 
wrought by His silence \ of that gentle and noiseless 
quietude^ really to hear which is the fulness of 
Christian perfection.^ This " passive side " of 
Christ's life is one of the Leading Ideas of St. 
Luke. 

Under this comes the long retirement at Nazareth 
between the first journey to Jerusalem and the 
Baptism — emphasized by one entire section of the 
Gospel.^ Under this head of the silent life again 
must be brought the repeated reference to the 
seclusion and prayers of Jesus. So " as the multi- 
tudes were thronging together to hear Him and to 

^ k'K9a'Kii.(r%ii\. St. Luke xxii. 41. 

' cTs ohv 5t8(£a'KaAo; ftr fZircvKal €y4y€T0' kuI h a lyav Bt 
ir€irolriK*tf &|ia rov varpSs rtrrtv. 6 \6yoy *lri(rov Kftcrfifiiyos 
&\iI0c»s Jivyarai Kal t^s riffvx^^^ aCrov &Kov€iy, tva rtKcios f' Xya 
5t* «v XaXc? irpdffffrf xal 5i* &y aiya yiv^ffKrurai. Ignat. Epist. ad 
Ephe. XV. **The silence here contemplated relates not to the 
counsels of God (as in sect. 19), but to the life of Christ." — Bishop 
LiGHTFOOT. Apostolic Fathers, ii. 69. 

3 St. Luke ii. 39-41. The twelve years' retirement in Nazareth ; 
vv. 42-50, ihe visit to Jerusalem and questioning in the Temple ; 
ii. 50 to iii. 23, the retirement of eighteen years in Nazareth. 
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be healed of their infirmities, He for His part was 
ever withdrawing in the deserts and praying." ^ 
So before the call of the Apostles, it is from this 
evangelist we learn that " He went out into the 
mountain to pray, and was all night through in 
prayer to God." - The Gospel is throughout a 
record of these silent prayers.^ ^Under this Leading 
Idea we should range the silence of Jesus also 
before Herod * — a touch added by St. Luke to the 
picture of the silent Lamb in the other evangelists. 
To an age, precipitate, loquacious, and idolatrous of 
the immediate beyond any other in the history of 
Christianity, this greatness of the silent Jesus con- 
veys too little that is impressive. With primitive 
Christianity at least it was different. The words 
" like a lamb dumb before his shearers, so opened 
He not His mouth " formed a central part of the 
text from which Philip preached Jesus to the 
treasurer of Candace. " When He was reviled. He 
reviled not again ; when He suffered, He threatened 
not," writes St. Peter.^ The silence and retirement 

^ The contrast should be noted and the tenses— jrwv'^px^'*^^' oxAoi.. 
atVbf 5( ^v hisox^P^v M^a^ irpoff€vx^H-^yos. St. Luke v. 15. 

^ ^v btctvvKTcptvtoy 4 If Tp vpofffvxv """ov 0coG. St. Luke vi. 12. 

3 irpoffevx^fxeyoy Karii fi6vas. St. Luke ix. 18, 28, 29 ; xi. I (occasion 
of giving the Lord's Prayer) ; xxii. 41-44. 

* St. Luke xxiii. 9 : cf. for silence before Pilate, St. Matthew 
xxvii. 14 ; St. Mark xv. 3, 4 ; St. John xix. 8, 9. For silence 
before Jewish tribunal, St. Matthew xxvi. 62, 63 ; St. Mark xiv. 
60, 61. 

® Acts viii. 33-36 ; i Peter ii. 23. 
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of Jesus throughout is a Leading Idea of St. Luke 
in his Gospel. That silence at the trials which 
brought Him to the cross was a circumstance 
which impressed most deeply His earliest disciples.^ 

II 

Two thoughts of a practical kind arise directly 
from this part of our subject. 

I. Our particular calling in life may introduce us 
to work of peculiar value for the cause of Christ. 

An English Royal Academician has lately told 
us the story of the success of his career. He began 
by working for a coach-builder in early life. He 
was set to paint the panels of carriages, and thus 
acquired a practical knowledge of grinding and 
mixing colours, which was one of the great means 
of his success as an artist. The peculiar purity 
and brilliance of his colours was a secret learned 
by the coach-builder's apprentice. The experience 
which Gibbon acquired as a Captain of the Hamp- 

* The last miracle of healing \St. Luke xxii. 51) may, from one 
point of view, be referred to this heading. We may observe in it an 
exquisite adjustment between full consciousness of the possession of 
superhuman power and resolution not to employ it one hair-breadth 
beyond the appointed limit ; to exert it for another if need arose, in no 
degree for Himself. *EaT* cws toutou, says Jesus. Surely the mean- 
ing is that He addresses the soldiers who have Him in charge — 
"allow Me only so long," "just up to this," i.e. to touching the 
wounded man's ear. At the self-same moment He transcends 
humanity and yet submits to injustice. The miracle is at once divine 
in its plenitude and in its economy of the miraculous. 
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shire Militia was of no little service to the historian 
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
All preparatory training may be made subservient 
to a higher earthly end, and through it to a 
heavenly work.* Thus the very petty annoyances 
and vulgarities of daily life may one day be given 
a glorious oblation to our Master. The very 
hemerods and mice may be returned in gold to 
God.2 

2. From the tone and Leading Ideas of St. 
Luke's Gospel we see that to the complexity and 
intricacy of human characters, to the variety of 
human minds and temperaments, Christ presents 
Himself with a wonderful adaptation. The soul — 
the very self — is a shrine hidden in a labyrinth. 
Round it there are a million ways, of which only 
one reaches to its centre. It has a strange inner 
chamber, where it waits, full often in anguish. It 
can hear with superficial comprehension the accents 
of a million tongues. But only one goes completely 
home to it. Christ knows that shrine, and how to 

* Whilst these lines were being written, the obituary of the Times 
(January 23, 1891) contained a notice of the career of one who 
belonged to St. Luke's profession — Edward John Waring, M.D., 
CLE. Dr. Waring published two large and well-known medical 
l>ooks, Mtnual of Practical Therapeutics 2iVi.^ Bazaar Medicines. But 
his delight was in religious writings and philanthropic work, of which 
his "spectacled missions " was the most original and touching. His 
motto might have been taken from the physician St. Luke : rv^Xol^ 
To\\ot% Ix"'^?^^^'^^ ''^ /8X€ir€*y. (St. Luke vii. 21.) 

2 I Samuel vi. 17, 18, 
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reach it ; His feet are on the very path by which He 
can enter it. Christ speaks in every tongue of the 
earth, in every accent of those many tongues. To 
each one of us He can address Himself in the 
accent which wins our most pathetic smiles 
and our sweetest tears. The motto of Christ's 
manifestation to our hearts is the motto of the 
Gospel of the beloved physician — that "the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." 

[As the Evangelium Marcionis has been several times referred to, 
it may be well to add that it is quite different from the Gospels which 
as known as ** apocryphal." It is the Gospel according to St. Luke 
carefully corrupted and mutilated by Marcion for dogmatic purposes. 
Epiphanius, Tertullian, and a pseudo-Origenist dialogue show what 
passages Marcion cut out, as well as those which he changed accord- 
ing to his own ideas. The Marcionite variants have no claim to be 
dignified as readings. See Evang. Apocrypha Tischend. ProUg, xi. 
n. i] 
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NOTE A 

In what mode our Lord's miraculous healings took place we are 
not in a position to define. 

ITiat cures of a wonderful character occurred the ablest modem 
rationalists feel themselves absolutely unable to deny. The accepted 
theory of the school has been expressed by its two ablest advocates. 

M. Renan writes : " Who will venture to deny that in many 
cases, and keeping outside definite lesions, contact with an exquisite 
personality may do more than all the resources of the pharma- 
copoeia? The very pleasure of seeing such an individual cures. It 
gives what it can — a light, a hope — and that is not quite in vain. 
Scientific medicine (founded five centuries before in Greece), was, 
in the days of Jesus, unknown to the Jews of Palestine. In such a 
condition of knowledge, the presence of a man of lofty superiority, 
treating the invalid with gentleness, and giving him, by some 
sensible sign, assurance of his recovery, is often a decisive remedy.' 
(Vie dejhus. Renan. 260.) Another less widely celebrated, but, 
we venture to think, greatly more sincere and profound teacher of 
the same school, argues more spiritually and tenderly upon the same 
lines. Schenkel sees in Jesus as the healer of the sick an excep- 
tionally-gifted man, carrying a natural endowment to the highest 
recorded point in the history of the human race. The assurance 
from one so gentle and so holy, penetrating in some cases to the con- 
nection of the prolonged suffering with some hidden excess, ** bathed 
the diseased nervous system of the man as if with an electric stream, 
and restored to him the use of his limbs." Still this power, pro- 
ducing as it did an effect inexplicable by reference to any common 
standard, was, in point of fact, a "natural human gift." ^ But surely 
it is useless to play with the word "natural." The magic 
natural {i.e., merely unusual) influence upon the sick of certain 
beautifully-endowed personalities may give us some analogical con- 
ception of the line upon which our Lord's mission of healing moved. 



* See Schenkel. Characterbild Jcsu, 67-69. 
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Certainly the measure of healing influence was narrowed or expanded 
by the measure of spiritual susceptibility. (St. Matthew xiii. 58 ; 
St. Mark vi. 5.) But a "natural human gift" thus exalted, and 
become the appanage of a being with the claims put forth by Jesus 
is superttatural. 

If it could be absolutely proved that this theory of Schenkel 
supplied us with the true conception of the mode by which, and of 
the plane along which, the curative power of Jesus moved, we are 
unable to see that the evidential value of the facts in question would 
be impaired in the slightest degree. Law, with its detective instru- 
ments and abounding instincts of order, would have pushed over 
into yet another province. But it cannot push out God. To expel 
our ignorance is not to expel the divine Presence. It is childishness 
— or atheism — to hold that every mile gained by law is a mile stolen 
from God. 



NOTE B 

Recent investigations carefully pursued by the "Psychical Re- 
search Society " appear to give ground for arriving at some important 
conclusions upon the subject of possession. The reported phenomena 
of one case of trance-mediumship force us to one or other of three 
conclusions ; either (i) the trance-medium is an impostor (which 
very painstaking and prolonged observations by acute intellects does 
not in this case seem to prove) ; or (2) there are obscure substrata 
of consciousness and memory in persons present and brought into 
contact with the "trance-medium,*' which communicate their con- 
tents by some process of projection to that individual ; or (3) inde- 
structible elements of personality cling round the central permanent 
individual consciousness after its severance from the body. In the 
case of those who are separated from the light and life of God, these 
indestructible elements are permitted at times to manifest themselves 
through association with the corporeal organization of some living 
individual, who yields to the suggestion of this evil personality. 
These occult phenomena in the nineteenth century bear a striking 
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resemblance to those recorded in the Gospels in the following 
respects : — 

(a) The whole personality of the individual suffers intermittent 
changes at uncertain intervals. 

{b) A secondary personality sub-introduces itself, and uses the 
corporeal organization of the first ; whilst the ordinary personality 
is in partial suspense or suppression, quiescent, and merely physically 
alive. {Proceedings of Society for Psychical Research. December 
1890. Pp. 438.) Sometimes 

{c) The primary personality is invaded by more than ont person- 
ality {^Ibid, Pp. 493, 524.) 

{d) Convulsive twitchings and epilepsy or epileptiform affections 
are the prelude, condition, or result of single, duplex, or multiform 
personality. {Ibid. Pp. 442-444.) 

The Scripture narratives of possession are illustrated ; and that 
with a freedom and naturalness of expression which shows that 
the language is not a mere plagiarism from the sacred text. E.g.^ 
** If I take possession of the medium's body, and she goes out, I can 
use her organization to tell the world important truths." {Proceed- 
ings of Society for Psychical Research. December 1890. P. 516.) 
** It's a mistake not to believe in God. Christ was a reflexion of 
God, and we arc a reflexion of Him. He is infinitely superior to 
everybody. He is the real reflexion, we are secondary reflexions." 
{Ibid. P. 545 ; Cf St. Matthew viii. 29 ; St. Mark i. 24, 34 ; 
Acts xvi. 16, 17 ; St. James ii. 19. For duplex or multiform 
possession, see St. Matthew xii. 45 ; St. Mark xvi. 9 ; St. Luke 
viii. 37, 38 ; for power of selecting an organization, St. Matthew xii. 
43, 44 ; for epileptiform symptoms, St. Mark ix. 18, 23.) A large 
part of the utterances of the ** trance-medium " are extremely silly. 
No doubt ; but a vast number of wicked people in the flesh are ex- 
tremely silly also — and one does not see why the act of dying should 
necessarily endow them with a lofty wisdom. If the utterances are 
genuine, they prove that the personalities who utter them arc very 
silly ; but they prove also that they are very restless and miserable. 
{Cf. St. Luke xi. 24.) It maybe added that cases oi possession ^ real or 
supposed, are well known among the Hindus. A respected convert 
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of high literary eminence, the author of a long scries of Chrisiian 
and philological works, lately published a book in which he solemnly 
declared that at one period of his life **a Mohammedan spirit took 
possession of him ; " that, under the influence, he was at first "very 
violent ; " that ** the influence " repeatedly " entered him," and on 
one occasion compelled him to go at night and stop under a tree in 
a neighbouring village. Since his conversion he has never been 
troubled in this way. " i^Once HituiUy now Christian, The Early 
Life of Baba Fadmanji, An Autobiography. Translated from the 
Marathi language. Nisbet & Co. 1890. Pp. 50, 51.) 

For demons and demoniacal possession in the Old Testament, see 
I Samuel xvi. 14, 16, 23. Cf Isaiah xiii. 21, 22 ; xxxiv. 14. [For 
nW7r, D^Tyfe', nvv, see Lexicons] ; also in Apocrypha, Baruch 
iv. 35. Tobit iii. 8, 17 ; vi. 7, 14, 15, 17 ; viii. 3. 



NOTE C 

One of the most important divisions of true experimental 
psychology must always be connected with the theory of tempera- 
ments. The two chief recent classifications of temperament are 
those of Wundt and Lotze. From the able analysis of Lotze's 
classification by a recent and most competent philosopher, the writer 
extracts some sentences which curiously illustrate this portion of our 
Lord's dealings with one mould of human nature. *'For the 
temperament usually called * melancholic' Lotze would substitute 
the term sentimental. This temperament is distinguished by "special 
receptivity for the feeling of the value of all possible relations," but 
is indifferent toward bare matter of fact. It implies a lively appre- 
ciation of harmony and discord, great variety of aesthetical feeling 
and imaginative activity, often with theoretical vagueness, ready 
yielding of the sense of duty to inclination, and dislike of hard 
work." Physiological Psychology. Chapter xviii. Lotze, Classi- 
fication of Temperament. P. 459. By Professor George Turnbull 
Ladd.) 



IV 

THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. LUKES 

GOSPEL 

C 

FROM HIS NATURAL ENDOWMENT 

** Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty; they shall behold the 
land that is very far off." — IsAiAH xxxiii. 17.* 

Men, as we know, come into the world with a 
different stock of tendencies, with different endow- 
ments. A few may say of themselves, *' there was 
a star danced when I was born." * They are endowed 
with a sense of Beauty. 

Of Beauty the best definition probably is a very 
old one. " The essence of the beautiful consists in 
amplitude and order.'' ^ The sublime and XhQ pretty 
are two opposite modifications. The sublime is the 
Beautiful, with its amplitude pushed into indefinite 

1 : D^"5rn'? n« nj^^njn ^^ri? nyrnrt rD;3 ?i^d 

- rb yip KtOCbv kv fi^ytOei kuI t<{{«< tariv. Arist. Poet. vii. 
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vastness,and the tender smile, which is its inevitable 
tribute, exchanged for a certain awe. The pretty is 
at the opposite end of the measurement It is 
beauty so reduced on the scale as to want the 
nobility of seriousness ; so petty that our admira- 
tion is not without a certain intermixture of con- 
tempt. The Beautiful, when it approaches the verge 
of terror at one extreme or of contempt at the 
other, when it begins to be feared or patronised, 
may soon have to be called by another name. 

The soul and the actions of man are properly, 
and not merely by analogy, termed beautiful. 
There are natures so large and so conformed to 
moral harmony that we instinctively term them 
beautiful. There are actions which show so much 
of the beauty of the soul from which they proceed 
that we call them also beautiful. 

This high endowment St. Luke possessed. Con- 
sequently he looks upon Christ with a gifted vision. 
* His eyes saw the King in His beauty." 



From this endowment one Leading Idea of the 
third Gospel naturally arises — the conception that 
the human soul and actions of Jesus were supremely 
beautiful. 

This is not so much a logical principle of division 
or an historical framework, as an atmosphere in 



IV OF THE GOSPELS 129 

which it lies. The memoir is full of the over- 
powering conviction that Christ is " fairer than the 
children of men ; " that the record of the life of 
Jesus is full of joy and beauty, as well as of truth 
and power, so that its motto might be — " blessed 
are the eyes which see the things which ye see." ^ 

A well-known tradition makes St. Luke a painter. 
This tradition is not very ancient. It is not to be 
found in any writer before the sixth century. It is 
the thirteenth century before he appears as the 
patron saint of painters. He was not a painter. 
One of the most learned of living Roman Catholics 
writes — "all Protestants and not a few Catholics 
deny this." 2 

So the evangelist who never painted the form 
of the Son of Man on canvas, or laid it in rich 
enamel, has given us the most attractive picture 
of Him.^ In St. Matthew, He is Israel's Monarch ; 
in St. Mark, He is the Son of God ; in St. John, 
He is the Word made Flesh ; in St. Luke 
(while the title of the Lord is sometimes met with, 
the Lord Jesus being most frequently found *) we are 
led to think the emblem of the Man more appro- 
priate than that of the ox, which yet suits so well 

' St. Luke X. 23. - Dank. Hist. Rev, Div. ii. 285. 

* ** Esto enim eum fuisse peritum medicum, esto egregium 
pictorem, omnium pnestantissimum est evangelistam egisse. 
Dank. ibid. 

•* St. Luke vii. 13 ; x. I ; xi. 39 ; xii. 42 ; xiii. 52 ; xxii. 61 ; 
xxiv. 3. 

K 
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the priestly story at the beginning, and the over- 
powering conviction of the sacrifice at the end. 
For in St. Luke, He is pre-eminently the Son of 
Man ; loving, pitying, pardoning a fallen race ; 
anointed to heal the broken-hearted ; ^ leaving the 
ninety and nine that He may bear the lost with 
all the strength and tenderness of that Divine 
Manhood. St. Luke may not have the lion strength 
of St. Mark, nor the eagle flight of St. John. The 
words of Christ recorded by him may be conver- 
sations rather than discourses. But the Christ in 
St. Luke is especially the Son of Man ; — the Child, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and cradled upon a 
human breast ; growing with true human growth 
in the holy home ; not merely letting tears rain 
down* as by the grave of Lazarus, but breaking 
into sobs of lamentation over Jerusalem,^ the kneeler 
in Gethsemane, supported by His creature, yet so 
divinely drawn, that faith adores the Lord of angels, 
strengthened by an angel, and the Son of God 
writhing like a trodden worm.* Men complain of 
sameness in sacred art. Even the rationalist can 
teach us, that they " who would give it freshness 
must steep their minds in the New Testament." * 

^ Luke iv. i6, 22. Isaiah Ixi. i, 2. How beautiful in its pathos 
must have been His look and voice when He Himself applied the 
prophetic word ! 

* i^Kpvffty 6 *lriaovs. St. John xi. '35. 

' I8»y r^y ir6\iif tKKavatv fir* avT'fiv. St. Luke xix. 4I. 

* St. Luke xxii. 41-44. * M. R^ville. 
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They must have present to them not merely the 
traditional Judge on the one hand, not merely the 
soft and nerveless beauty of a Syrian Adonis on 
the other ; but the Son of Man, sublime in noble 
wrath as well as noble tenderness, who uttered the 
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus, as well as 
those of the Lost Sheep and of the Prodigal. Not 
written by a painter, this is yet a painter's Gospel. 
From it come the favourite subjects : — the Virgin 
and Child, Simeon, the scene with the Doctors in 
the Temple, the Ascension. A well-known states- 
man once spoke of the ephemeral nature of the 
results effected by his craft in contrast with the 
immortal productions of art, in the language of a 
humiliation so unfeigned that it would be improper 
to dispute its truth. " Our labours seem to terminate 
with the day on which they are done, and to leave 
no trace behind them. It is the happy lot of artists 
to produce and bequeath to mankind that which 
becomes part and parcel of their permanent in- 
heritance." ^ The picture in St. Luke's Gospel is 
a thing of beauty, which is a joy for ever. 

Above all let us compare the idyll of Bethlehem 
at the beginning with that yet more beautiful idyll 
of heaven at the close.^ The first has, no doubt, 
commended itself more extensively to Christendom 
than the last. We are selfish creatures at the best. 

' Mr. Gladstone at the banquet of the Royal Academy, 1875. 
- St. Luke ii. 9, 15 ; xxiv. 50, 53. 

K 2 
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Our gain is more to us than our Saviour's loss and 
humiliation. His exaltation does not commend 
itself to us so directly as connected with our own 
salvation. 

When we contrast the close with the beginning 
of St. Luke, — the narrative of the Ascension with 
that of Christmas in the second chapter, we may 
find an inner evidence of its truth.^ What have we 
at Christmas } The Son of God condescends to 
an unspeakable humiliation ; yet the Angel of the 
Lord speaks to the shepherds, and the earth quivers 
with unearthly music. What have we at Ascension- 
tide ? The victory is won. The shadows of Geth- 
semane and the clouds of Calvary have melted 
away. The hands of the High Priest are lifted up, 
and joy drops down from them like dew ; and He 
is in the eternal calm. Who is deathless for ever- 
more. Surely there are songs now. It may have 
been, as some of old thought, that God literally 
" went up with a merry noise, and the Lord with 
the voice of the trump." ^ But if so, it was in heaven 
behind the veil, behind the silence of the infinite 
spaces. No echoes reach the earth. The whole 
narrative has the softness of some exquisite dream ; 

* Psalm xxiv. 3, 7, 10 ; xlvii. 5. 

' " Ut Chrj'sost. notat, quod ad coqjoralem strepitum attinet, 
ascendit in silentio. Fortasse non sunt visi neque auditi chori ange- 
lonim, ut in Nativitate. Sed tamen dubitari non potest quin adessent 
angelonim legiones ineflfabili jubilo deducentes Dominum glorise in 
gloriam suam." Psalm xlvii. 5. Bellarm. in Psalm, i. p. 335. 
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.but it is not evanescent like a dream. It has the 
repression, the naturalness, the straightforwardness 
of truth. The historian of the ministry of angels 
invents no angels' song. Those who appears are 
seen as " two men in white apparel."^ If a human 
writer had invented or adorned the narrative, there 
would have been a silence round the cradle as deep 
as that upon the Arctic sea ; there would have 
been lines of angels, and a great music round the 
disappearing form. If the story had been mythical 
or imaginative, all the songs would have been for 
the Ascension, all the silence for the Christmas ; 
because it is divine, the song is at Christmas, the 
silence at the Ascension. 

St. Luke never pauses to say with self-reflective 
emphasis — *' see how beautiful this is ! " There is 
nothing grimacing or theatrical about his style. He 
leaves the picture of the King in His beauty to the 
heart of the Church. 

The inner meaning of his purpose seems to be 
that of St. Bernard, " I speak of Thee in Thy 
sweetness more than in Thy sublimity — as the 
anointed, rather than as the lofty One." ^ 

^ iyZp^i Zvo. Acts i. 10. 

- **Suavem magis qu^m sublimem, et unctum non altum loquor." 
S. Bernard in Cantc, 
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II 

There are two adjuncts immediately connected 
with this Leading Idea of our Evangelist. 

I. St. Luke's is the Gospel of the holy Angels so 
far as this, that there is special mention of their 
ministry both to the Son of Man and to His 
people. 

The Gentile evangelist ; the only Gentile writer 
of any book of the sacred Canon, addressed himself 
specially to Greek Christendom, and to what in 
former days might have been called the " Greekish " 
mind.^ 

The Greeks were preeminently endowed with the 
love and perception of beauty. They were unri- 
valled artists.^ Our historians of the first rank have 
insensibly learned from contact with Greek models 
the balance of the masses of composition, the just 
perspective, the artistic juncture of historical narra- 
tive. Our philosophers have been trained by the 
majestic common sense of Aristotle, or by the 
superb idealism of Plato. Scarcely one of our poets 

^ "All the Greekish heads, which with one voice,** &c. {Troilus 
and Cressida^ Act i. Sc. 3. So passim in that drama.) 

- /i€T«l x^P^'''^" fM^Aicrr' hy c^rpaireAwi. (PERICLES in Thucyd, 
Lib. ii. c. 41.) This consummate versatility, which alwa)^ managed | 

to be graceful, is hit off by Shakespeare with his all-compre- 
hending genius. Cf. the passage in Troilus and Cressida begin- 
ning — "The Grecian youths are full of quality." Act iv. Sc. iv. J 
See note i, ////., p. 136. . ( 
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of the first class has failed to feel the vivifying 
touch of Greek genius. The son of a stable-keeper, 
ignorant of Greek, capable of approaching the 
wonderful creations of Greek poets only with the 
interposition of the clumsy veil of translation and 
of Lemprifere, became imbued with its subtle 
loveliness. From Keats, the sweet contagion 
spread to Tennyson, Arnold, and Swinburne. 
Even Wordsworth touched in Laodamia the 
calmest sweetness, the most sustained dignity 
which was ever attained by his thoughtful but 
unequal muse. 

Greek mythology was the most beautiful in the 
world.^ It could incorporate and " find commodious 

' The lively Grecian in a land of hills, 
Rivers and fertile plains and sounding shores, 
Under a cope of sky more variable, 
Could find commodious place for every god. 
In that fair clime the lonely herdsman stretch'd 
On the soft grass through half a summer's day 
With music lulled his indolent repose. 
A distant strain — 

If he chanced to hear, 
Even from the blazing sun his fancy fetched 
A beardless youth, who touched a golden lute, 
And filled the illumined grove with ravishment. 
Sunbeams upon distant hills 
Might with small help from fancy be transformed 
Into fleet Oreads. 

Withered boughs grotesque, 
Stripp'd of their leaves and twigs — 
These were the lurking Satyrs — Pan himself 
The simple shepherds* awe-inspiring god. 

Wordsworth, The Excursion. Book iv. 
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place for every god " from every climate, who 
brought with him the passport of charm. The land 
was haunted by spirits, lovely or sportive. When 
the light of truth fell upon the earth, did it bring 
nothing but disenchantment ? Must earth and 
heaven seem poorer, unpeopled of all those radiant 
shapes } ^ 

St. Luke's Gospel must have suggested part of 
the answer to this question. His narrative shows 
us in detail the living and continuous realization of 
the most beautiful vision of the Hebrew story — the 
** angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man." - The words spoken by the 
angels in the synoptical evangelists are few and 
brief. We can almost count the syllables,^ 
accorded as if penuriously. In particular, we 
owe to St. Luke those angel-uttered words which 

' The ideas referred lo {supr. p. 134, and note 2) must have been pre- 
sent to the historian who records St. Paul's discourse at Athens. He 
knew the philosophical and artistic spirit of the place. He had observed 
(or his Apostolic prompter had taught him) the fair leisure given by the 
order of Athenian life and society to the ever newer newness of si)ecu- 
lations, the later than the latest novelty of thought. i^Mtivaioi 8c ir<£i'T« 
...CIS ovh\v €T€pov riuKaipovv fj Kiytiv ri ^ iiKovitv Kaiv6rtpov. Acts 
xvii. 21.) Sculpture is finely described — not merely as so much 
splendid material ( "gold, or silver, or marble"), but as "gravure 
whose essence is art in expression and loftiness of human thought in 
conception.'* (ovk opti\ofjifv vofd^^iv xp^^^ ^ ^py^PV ^ ^iOtp, 
Xap(£7/iarf rtx^^ "^"^^ ivOvu'fitrtws ivOpwrov rh Ouov tlycu Zfiotov. 
Acts xvii. 29, 30.) 

* Genesis xxviii. 12. St. John i. 52. 

' St. Matthew i. 20, 21 ; ii. 13-20 ; xxviii. 5-8. St. Mark vi. 
6, 7. Contrast St. Luke i. 13-18, 28-37 ; ii. 10-17 ; ^cxiv. 5-8. 
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form so exquisite a shrine for the dogma of the 
Incarnation.^ 

Our most complete revelations, whether of 
the functions of the holy angels towards, 
the Saviour during His life-walk on earth, or 
of. their relation to us, are to be found in St. 
Luke. 

(^) We may compare the briefer version of 
Christ's words in St. Mark with the more ar- 
ticulately divided threefold glory of the second 
coming in St. Luke,^ wherein the holy angels have 
their distinct region of circumstance, {p) We 
should also notice the emphatic heightening of joy 
or shame in acknowledgment or denial by the Son 
of Man, ** in presence of the angels of God." ^ (r) 
In words recorded by St. Luke alone, Jesus brings 
the conversion of sinners within the cognizance and 
sympathy of angels. ** The tears of penitents are 
the wine of angels." * {cT) To St. Luke we owe the 
clearer colouring of the noble passage which contains 
one 0/ the few particular revelations of the con- 
dition of the future life for the redeemed. ** They 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, for they 
are equal unto the angels^ ^ ie) The incident of the 

' St. Luke i. 35. 

"^ Cf. the more indefinite *' in the glory of the Father with the holy 
angels " (St, Mark viii. 38) with iv rp W|p avrov koI rov rarphs koX 
rwv aylwv ayyiXwv — (St. Luke ix. 26). 

* St. Luke xii. 8, 9. * Ibid, xv. 10. 

* Cf, St. Luke XX. 36 with St. Matthew xxii. 30. St. Mark xii. 25. 
See the very interesting passage in Pastor Pastorum, pp. 409, 410. 
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strengthening angel in Gethsemane is one of the 
peculiar gems of the third Gospel^ (/) There is 
a special fulness in * the narrative about angels at 
the Resurrection.^ i^g) To this we may well add no 
less than twenty-two mentions of angels in the 
Acts of the Apostles. Tw^o of these may be 
singled out as indicating how familiar the thought 
of angels was to the mind of the holy writer. " An 
angel of the Lord said, Go ye and stand and speak 
in the temple to the people all the words of this 
life^ ^ Much grammatical ingenuity has been 
wasted upon words which seem so singular. " De- 
parted this life " upon a tombstone is intelligible 
enough to us — from our point of view. The psy- 
chological evangelist felt that an angel would speak 
of eternal life as ** this life," from his point of view. 
It was the life of eternity which the Apostle pro- 
claimed in time. Once more. " They saw the 
face of Stephen as it had been the face of an 
angel." ^ This is not a touch of facile poetry. The 
writer knew too much about the angels to use 
their name so lightly. (//) It should be noticed 
that there are more glimpses of the world unseen 
in this than in any other Gospel.* We must 
observe at the close of this section that the 

* St. Luke xxii. 43. 

- Ibid. xxiv. 4, 5 ; cf. Acts i. 10. 

a Acts V. 25. 

■* Ibid. vi. 17. 

^ Ibid. xvi. 9, 19-31. "Paradise" in xxiii. 43. 
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ministry of holy angels to our Lord, during 
and after the temptation, recorded by the two 
other synoptics,^ is omitted by St. Luke. A 
Leading Idea with an evangelist is not an over- 
mastering hobby. It is kept within bounds 
by a divine sobriety of judgment. It does not 
obtrude itself upon us, but requites reverent 
study. 

2. The third Gospel is the Gospel of Poetry. 

This is the case, not only as regards the many 
incidents which the imagination of Christendom 
has always felt to be in their nature poetical as 
distinct from legendary. 

Rhythmic bursts in parallelism, and what we 
may call choral vibrations, are of frequent occur- 
rence. The angels* song is incorporated with the 
Eucharistic Services; the Magnificat, Nunc Diniittis, 
BenedictuSy with the liturgies of the Christian world. 
The language seems at times just to stop short 
upon the verge of a burst of chanting ; we are 
half disappointed at not hearing the Amen.^ In 
the parable of the Prodigal there is a refrain. It is 
as if the heart of God conformed to the way of 
human emotion, which repeats the language of its 
sorrow turned into joy, with a sweet iteration, 
circling round and round the grief which has so 

^ St. Matthew iv. 11 ; St. Mark i. 13. 

- "The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God." St. 
Luke ii. 20. 
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long been habitual, and the joy which displaces it.* 
The acclamation of the multitude on Palm Sunday 
is given in a highly liturgical form as compared 
with the parallels in the two other synoptics/'^ 
and surely points back to the first Gloria in 
Excelsis. The pathetic cry of Jesus to the 
" daughters of Jerusalem " has inspired Mendels- 
sohn.^ Think too of the anthem-like close — 
" continually in the temple praising and blessing 
God " — with the Amen, the natural close of the 
liturgical Gospel (unhappily expunged in the R. V.). 
The whole Gospel is like a noble drama, which has 
a chorus to meet from time to time the splendour, 
or the pathos, or the majesty, of its development, 
now wailing, now triumphing — or we seem to be 
walking in a sacred cloister, not knowing when 
some hand will " rip up the organ with its thunder- 
stroke," and fill the place with music. 

The question of the personal appearance of 
the Son of Man in the days of His flesh has 
often excited a reverent curiosity. It may be 

^ oJno^ b vl6s fiov 

^y iiiroKuKws, 

Koi evptdri (xv. 24). 
Cj. 6 &8cA0({s iTov oZtos 

vtKphs ^p if.T.A. {idii/. 31). 
* St. Luke xix. 38 ; cf. St. Matthew xxi. 9 ; St. Mark xi. 9, 10 
St. John xii. 13. 
' St. Luke xxiii. 28. 
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said that there are two types of this image 
in Christendom. In one, He is hard and stem, 
wan and worn ^ ; in the other He has a soft 
fair beauty, with chestnut hair.* Every Christian 

' Justin M. appears to express a wide-spread feeling (fb t^v 
TTpwTijv irapovfflau rod Xptarov iv f koI irtfAOS Koi iieii^s xal $vrir6sf 
K.r.\. Diolog, c. Tryph, 14. %i)0 irapov<riai...ixia /xev iv J itaBrtr'bi 
KciX iri/ios Koi atih'fis, ibid. 49, cf. 85, lOO, 121, also, almost like a 
formula, Apolog. i. 52). See Rheinwald. Die Kirklithe Archaologie, 

397» n- 4- 

^ This view is represented with great beauty, but perhaps in some- 
what too luxuriant and florid a style, in Sir Edwin Arnold's splendid 
poem, after the so-called letter of I^ntulus. 



" Wine-colour'd shone His hair 
Glittering and waved, an aureote folded down 
Its long ray-lighted locks, which fell and flowed 
Fair- parted from the middle of His head. 
After the manner of the Nazarites. 
Even and clear His forehead ; nose and mouth 
Faultless of grace, and full and soft the beard 
Forked, of the hazelled colour of His hair. 
The great eyes blue and radiant. 
.... Not oft times seen to smile. 
More oft to weep .... 
Among the sons of men fairest and first." 



» 



The Light of the Worlds bk. iii. ; The Alabaster Box^ pp. 134, 

135. 
In a life of our Lord, which attained much celebrity in France 

about a quarter of a century ago, it is wisely said, **M. Renan 

supposes that Jesus had one of those exquisite faces which sometimes 

appear in the Jewish race ( Vie de Jhus^ p. 80). It is remarkable 

that the East, in its mosaics and pictures, has always presented the 

Christ with a severe face while the West has sunk to a soft fair face 
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heart may be sure that there was about Him 
moral beauty ; the beauty of thought and expres- 
sion, which radiates through the veil of flesh and 
sense, which is consistent with sorrow, with a body 
destitute of the lines of grace, with the trials that 
make a man old before his time.* Half the ugli- 
ness of human faces is moral ugliness. There are, 
no doubt, faces beautiful in youth, which, as Plato 
says, we can easily foretell will be hideous in old 
age. But infinitely worse are the sinister look of 
craft, the leer, the scowl, the heaviness, which are 
the visible expression of petty designs puckering 
a network of lines — of unworthy thoughts and 
ignoble lives. Half the beauty in the world is 
moral beauty too, which shines through the eyes 
that are pure and candid, and breathes through 
the lips that speak of truth and gentleness. What- 
ever His form and features may have been. He 
must have looked beautiful who said — "and He 
layeth it on His shoulders." Weary as He was 
and wan, white with exhaustion and dropped with 

with a rich colour. I must confess that the grand mosaics of the 
Calvary at Jerusalem, and of the beautiful Byzantine apses, possessed 
by Greece and Italy, go more directly to the soul. The gentle 
Galilean cannot properly be represented with light hair, nor with a 
curled beard, gracefully divided. Art should avoid the hardness of 
the mosaists without falling into the insipidity of our painters. " — 
MiCHON, Vie de Jhus^ i. 197, 198. 

' ** Which for a face not beautiful does more 

Than beauty for the fairest face can do." 

Wordsworth, Excursion^ bk. vi. 
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blood, He must have looked beautiful who said — 
" Father, forgive them." 



Ill 

One inference occurs naturally. 

Such a Gospel, received as an authoritative 
record, must produce a religion of beauty. Of 
Christian rites or symbolism (save of the highest 
of all — the Holy Eucharist) ; of painting, poetry, 
vestments, sacred buildings — it says nothing. But 
sacred art must awaken at its touch. 

There are good people who sometimes ask — 
" will nothing ensure us a rdgime of ugliness in 
public worship } " Such a rdghne is, they think, 
mysteriously connected with purity of doctrine. 
It is safe from its uninteresting placidity. Above 
all, it is very cheap. 

One thing, if it were only possible to secure it, 
might bring about the desired end. If these votaries 
could only get rid of St. Luke's Gospel and of the 
consequences which flow from it ; if they could 
obliterate not only the- millions of copies, printed 
upon paper, but the ineffaceable memories stamped 
upon innumerable hearts — the shapes transferred 
from it to the canvas, or where the sunlight is 
sheathed in the painted pane — the music which has 
formed the golden commentary upon its inspired 
chants ! 
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From one evil this tendency in St. Luke*s Gospel 
may save young souls. A man of lofty character 
and noble genius, whose life up to middle age was 
that of a saintly minister of the Calvinistic Church 
of Geneva, but who afterwards parted not only 
with faith in Christ but with belief in God and 
immortality — placed in an English parsonage as 
the pupil of a devoted English clergyman, in the 
course of a period of severe study became the 
subject of what appeared to himself and to others 
an entire conversion. More than thirty years after 
in analysing the movement under whose influence 
he had come in the Monmouthshire rectory, 
M. Scherer wrote — " Faith became a credo ; one 
had only to possess its mechanism and repeat its 
formula. No more contemplation or poetry 1 When 
the human soul turned from earth to heaven, 
asking to slake its immortal thirst, it was answered 
by arid receipts or barren syllogisms. The love of 
the past was heresy. Attachment to the fair forms 
of worship was superstition. The yearning after 
adoration, penitence, self-sacrifice, was a departure 
from evangelical faith. All the vagueness and 
tenderness, all that is most religious in religion, 
was neglected or held cheap." ^ Who can tell 
what fatal effect such an experience at the begin- 
ning of the religious life may have had upon a 

^ Eiimond Scherer, Par Octave Greard de 1' Academic Fran^aise 
(p. .15)- 
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sensitive spirit — gifted with such a perception of 
intellectual and spiritual beauty ? One result of 
the principle of St. Luke's Gospel would be to 
save religion from a shape so rigid and repulsive. 

Above all — for how many does life, as it draws 
on towards its evening, become ugly and narrow 
in uncongenial surroundings. It becomes ugly. 
When we started it seemed to us that the fields 
through which we were walking brought us to a 
thousand forms, to any of which we might address 
ourselves at will, and if we found it disappointing 
turn readily to another. But, after a few years, 
we discover that we are tied to one remorseless, 
angular reality, from which we can never emanci- 
pate ourselves. Life becomes narrow too. 

" The ample proposition that hope makes 
In all designs begun on earth l>elow 
Fails ift the promised largeness. " ' 

Oh that we might lay hold upon the Christ of 
St. Luke's delineation ! These words of the old 
prophet, poet as well as seer — able with one pencil- 
stroke to indicate upon a limited canvas the dis- 
tances which present infinity to the imagination — 
become true in a higher sense than the first. Of 
the child of God these are the privileges. Loftiness 
of creed — " he shall dwell on high." Security in 
order and dogma — " his place of defence shall be 
the munitions of rocks." The food of the word 

^ Troilus and Cressida. (Act i. Sc. 3). 

L 
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and of the blessed Eucharist — " his bread shall be 
given him." A spiritual life issuing from his 
baptism — " his waters shall be sure." ^ Something 
more. The promise turns from history or pre- 
diction to an address to the believer personally.^ 
Christ shall be manifested to him, as St. Luke 
draws Him — " thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty." One magic word suggests a boundless 
enlargement of soul from this. It is a strange 
word, such as only poets can find — "they shall 
behold a land of famesses," — of sunny distances 
with distances still beyond.* 

^ Isaiah xxxiii. 1 6. 

' Note the change from "his place of defence, his bread, his 
waters" (v. i6), to **Mi«^eyes" (v. 17). 

3 D^jprnD, Lts Lointains gives us a good idea of the lofty and 
picturesque indefiniteness of the Hebrew word. 



"5^-^ 



(I 



IV 



2 HE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. LUKES 

GOSPEL 

D 

IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE INCARNATION 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not : for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is bom this day in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you : Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying. Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And 
it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us." — St. Luke ii. 10-15. 

The Leading Ideas of the narrative of the Incar- 
nation, in St. Luke's Gospel, the aspects from 
which he himself regarded it, and from which he 
wished the Church to regard it, are suggested in a 
summary form by this glorious passage. 

L 2 
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The Saviour, the Messiah and Lord, is no 
shadowy, unreal being. He is really born, a real 
Babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, in a definite 
place at a definite time.^ The Incarnation is real. 
He is Incarnate not only for Israel, but for all who 
have a share in humanity.^ His Incarnation is of 
universal significance and efficacy. Earth itself is 
the sphere of the peace which He brings ; the 
good-will of the heart of God encircles, and dwells 
in men.^ The Incarnation is a joyful dogma ; a 
fact to be received with enthusiastic delight. '* I 
bring you good tidings of great joy." 

* ^ irtx^ij a'^fi€poy...iv ir6\€i Aav€lS...fip4<pos...fa"wapyayoiffi4yov. St. 
Luke ii. II, 12. 

' This cannot be concluded — at least directly — from the first part 
of the angel's message. " To all people " (A. V.) goes beyond irayrl 
TV Aoy, "to all the people " (R. V.). 
3 The true reading and division seems to be ; 

Koi iirl yyjs ^ipijyrif 
iv avBp^irois thooKla. 

The third line of the parallelism suggests the connecting link. 
The two first lines have the character of a prayer ; li<rru is 
understood. 

" Be there glory to God in the highest ; 
And be there on earth peace — " 

If the relation of the third line were to be logically expressed, we 
should have a causal particle (5t« or the like), and a verb in the 
indicative {iffrt). 

*^ For amongst men is God's good- will." 

(See Commentaire sur PEvang, de Saint Luc, Par F. Godet, 
torn. i. 105, 106). 
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The Incarnation is the most bemitifnl of the 
manifestations of God. History, without ceasing 
to be history, walks under a sky of magic, and 
speaks in the lofty and rhythmical language of 
poetical intensity. 



The Incarnation is real. St. Luke's Leading 
Idea is this. 

At a definite date in human history a Divine 
Person assumed Human Nature by a birth in time 
of a Virgin's womb, in a scene of incomparable 
beauty, with the admiring sympathy of the hosts 
of heaven, with the instinctive enthusiastic rapture 
of elect and meditative souls. That birth, wrought 
by a new contact with the creative power of God 
the Holy Ghost, was a true human birth. What- 
ever human mothers contribute to the entire pro- 
duction of their child ten was contributed by her 
who is truly the Mother of Jesus — viz., conception, 
formation, nativity.^ It was a true human body. 
There was with equal truth a true human soul — 
i.e,y with a will really capable of choice ; with an 
intellect really capable of learning ; with really felt 
desires for sustenance as regarded food, for sym- 
pathy as regarded companionship, for deliverance 

^ *'£x Marise sumptum est substantia quicquid non solum ad 
<t{iWi\\i.'^iv [conceptionem) } sed etiam ad nutrimentum sancti foetus 
cedebat." (Bengel. Gnom, in Luc. i. 35.) 
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as regarded pain — with real sinless emotions such 
as indignation at wrong, pity, wonder, vivid ex- 
pectation.i 

The reality of the Incarnation, St. Luke shows 
us, was twofold — {i) physiological^ ?J\A {2) historical, 

(i) The Incarnation was di physiological resWty. 

The same medical preparation which pervades 
the whole texture of St. Luke's language influences 
and forms a Leading Idea in his record of the 
Incarnation. The angel's answer to Mary's ques- 
tion " how shall this be } " preserved in the third 
Gospel is — "The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee ; therefore also that Holy Thing which 
is to be born,^ shall be called the Son of God."^ 
Surely we have here a sentence whose fulness of 
thought and delicate transparency of expression 
come to us from the sphere in which the Miracle 
of miracles was wrought. The whole sentence is 
packed with thought. " There is something which 
is to be bom ; that which is to be born is holy ; 
that Holy Thing is to be, and to be owned to 
be, the Son of God. All this is inferred from 
the words just preceding in the angel's utterance 
in this way — * The Holy Ghost shall come upon 

' The student should read again and again the wonderfully weighty 
and compacted sentences in Isaac Barrow On the Creed. Semion i. 

' rh ytvv^ftjivov &yiov. The words 4k <rov are, probably, to be 
rejected. 

3 St. Luke i. 35. 
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thee'; tlierefore *that which is to be born shall be 
called Holy.' *The power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee ' ; therefore ' that Holy Thing 
shall be called the Son of God.' " ^ The whole 
sentence is a divine mixture of reserve and of 
enthusiasm. It is like a smile of heaven over the 
glory of the eternal wisdom and love in bringing 
its most consummate work from the labyrinth of 
ante-natal fatalities through which man passes into 
the world. It is thus that the purity of an angel 

* Bengel. «/ supra. 

P^re Didon finely points to nature, "where various kingdoms 
superpose one another, so to speak, and mutually envelope each 
other. The kingdom of life is added to that of matter, the animal 
kingdom to that of life, the human kingdom to that of animality. 
Hut now we have reached the kingdom of God and that of the Son 
of God in humanity. All these successive getieses constitute in their 
totality the lofty dream of the earth. They are all mysterious ; and 
the more perfect the thing created the deeper is the mystery. Life 
is more hidden than matter ; the animal is more enigmatic than 
organic life ; man is more inscrutable than the animal ; Jesus is 
more impenetrable than all. He who would scrutinize the origins 
of things may grasp the material conditions in which beings are 
produced, but the first cause eludes his experiments. Whence 
comes matter? whence life? whence sensitive existence? whence 
being which thinks^ whence genius? whence comes the Christ? 
The science which confines itself within phenomena answers to these 
questions — "I do not know." The reason which perceives causes 
replies — "from the Spirit of God." Under what factual and historical 
form was the action of the spirit manifested in the genesis of Jesus ? 
We must ask the Gospel documents, the only pages in antiquity 
which teach us with any detail upon that event, concealed, almost 
unnoticed, which has yet succeeded in changing the face of the 
world." {J^sus Christy Liv. I. Les Origines de Jhus, Chap. ii. 
Sa Conception, Tom. I. pp. 34, 35). 
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speaks to the purity of a virgin. Yet if not a 
word too much is said for the delicacy of a 
maiden's ear, not a word too little is employed to 
indicate even the physiological process by which 
the Incarnation was effected. It is the 139th Psalm 
translated into one of the tongues of heaven. Yet 
not the less really is the material process sum- 
marised which had been so nobly prophesied in 
the psalm of the Incarnation.^ 

As a consequence of this Leading Idea it is 
natural that the evangelist should mark the suc- 
cessive stages in the early development of Him 
who was so wonderfully born. He is " conceived 
in the womb of Mary " ; " the fruit of her womb *' ; 
"the Holy Thing to be born"; "her Son"; 
" the Babe " ; " the Child " ; " the Boy " ; the Man 
of " about thirty years old." 2 

' Not conceal'd my substance was from Thee 
When in the secret covert I was made, 
Down in the dim depths of the under-world, 
Wrought with a manifold broidery divine. 
The germ that was myself Thine eyes did see, 
And in Thy book these things were written all — 
The days were outlined, ere a day ha^dawn'd. 

Psalm cxxxix. 

2 o-i;\A'^/u\f'27 iyyaarpl (St. Luke i. 31). dKapvhsr^s KoiXlas <rov 
(ver. 42). HreKtv rhv vlbv out^j (ii. 7). rh $p4<pos (ver. 16). 
iraiMoy (ver. 27. *lrj(rovs 6 vous (ver. 43). The last passage to be 
noted here is — «al ainhs ^v 6 'lr\iFovs &px6fi€yos (Sxrel 4rav rpiAxoyra 
(Luke iii. 23). Here ipx^f^^^os and ^v are not to be joined = 
* * Jesus was beginning to be about thirty years of age " — but taken thus 
= **and He Himself, Jesus, on de^nninj* His viimstryy was about 
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2. For St. Luke the Incarnation was also a 
historical reality. And this is a Leading Idea of 
the early part of his Memoir. 

In this part of our subject we can do more than 
appeal to the opening verses of the Gospel.^ 

In the section now before us this reality is em- 
phasized by a date which was intended to fix its 
place in the domain of history.^ This is supple- 
mented by other chronological marks which touch 
upon the records of several governments — and 
which, when compared with the statement of the 
Saviour's age, materially aid in bringing us to the 
period of His Birth.^ 

Still further. The Birth of Jesus as matter of 
history derives confirmation from the general 
character of St. Luke as a grave chronicler. It is 

thirty years of age." For the growth of Jesus in wisdom see 
Note C at the end of this work. 

* &vw0ev, &Kpifias, Kadt^Tjs (St. Luke i. 3). Of the three notions 
conveyed by the word KaOf^rjs {temporal, locals and logical), the first 
is commonest with St. Luke, in whom alone among the New 
Testament writers the word is to be found. (St. Luke i. 3 ; viii. i. 
Acts iii. 34; xi. 4; xviii. 23.) "St. Luke," says Tischendorf, 
**thus professes to write the Life of Christ with historical accuracy, 
i./*. preserving the order of events where it seemed necessary." Three 
facts confirm this interpretation: (i) that certain chronological marks 
are given by St. Luke alone (ii. i ; iii. 1-23) ; (2) that the narrative is 
made to fall into certain temporal limits, and especially, according 
to Jewish use, into weeks {trJifi^ara) ; (3) that he occasionally 
intimates that the exact order is either unknown to him, or left 
undetermined by him. 

- The taxing under Cyrenius. St. Luke ii. 1-3. 

s St. Luke iii. 1-3, 23. 
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not merely that he claims this for himself in -the 
three sober and sensible adverbs lately quoted. 
His modest claim is justified by the treatise 
which he evidently regards as the second part 
of his work — the Acts of the Apostles. We find 
in it an evidently careful use not only of oral 
information, but of memoranda and documents.^ 
Now historical accuracy is not a capricious and 
intermittent impulse. It is a fixed habit of mind, 
the result of a particular discipline. Historians of 
the school of the author of the Acts of the Apostles 

• 

are not men to build a flamboyant portal of romance 

' We may refer to the letter of Claudius Lysias (Acts xxiii. 26-31) ; 
and to the peculiar amplitude and exactness in the reports of the 
speeches of Demetrius and of the town-clerk (Acts xix. 23-41). 
The account of the voyage and shipwreck of St. Paul proves that 
St. Luke was a most acute and accurate ob&erver, and a thoroughly 
careful and conscientious writer. ** By a criticism of this kind," 
observes the Bishop of Carlisle in reference to Mr. Smith of 
Jordanhill's work on the subject, '*we pass by one step over the 
eighteen intervening centuries ; and we are able to say, with a sense 
of absolute security, that the man who, in the anxiety and weariness 
of a tempestuous voyage, even in a wreck, was able to observe and 
record with such demonstrated accuracy the incidents of his adven- 
ture, must be worthy of credit in any case in which he pledges 
himself to have carefully investigated the facts that he records as 
true." See the masterly passage in T/ie Foundatiotts of the Creed, 
By the Bishop of Carlisle. (Pp. 108-127.) St. Augustine seems 
to have contemplated this specially in regard to the history of the 
Birth. ** Qui non solum... ex ore ejus audita, vel ab Illo sub oculis 
suis operata, dicta et facta, meminerant; verum etiam, quae priusquam 
Illi adhreserant, in ejus fiativUate^ vel infantid vel pueritid...s\\t ab 
Ipsoy sive a parctitibus ejus, sive a quibuslibet aliis, certissimis indiciis 
et fidelissimis testimoniis...generi humano annuntiarc curaverunt.'* 
{Dv Conseits. Evanj^. Lib. i. Tom. iii. Pt. i, p. 1043. ''^^' Mig"e. 
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over the entrance to the austere temple of Truth. 
From what we learn of St. Luke in his later work 
we may be sure that he had authentic sources of 
information open to him, which cannot now be 
traced. Brief memoirs of many incidents may well 
have existed in certain families or assemblies. As 
regards " the Bethlehem narrative," we can scarcely 
doubt from what source the information was sup- 
plied. There is much which seems to reveal the 
head and heart of Mary. Mothers are the best 
biographers of their children. At all events we 
may be assured from what we know of him that 
St. Luke had authentic sources of information 
open to him ; and that as he used such documents 
for occasions of much less importance, so he did 
not neglect them for the record of the most 
momentous events in human history.* 

Such is St. Luke's first great Leading Idea of 
the Incarnation. It is a reality^ physiologically and 
historically. 

II 

A second great Leading Idea is the universality 
of the Incarnation. 

The remedy is not merely for the Jewish race ; 

' It is instructive to notice the steaiiying influence which, in such 
an age, kept the narrative of the sacred Childhood well within the 
lines of ideal truth. A romance would have given us an obtrusively 
«//<rhuman, i.e. an ////human babyhood. The Apocryphal Gospels 
are an instructive object-lesson in the evidences of Christianity. 
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or for a selected few, the special favourites of 
heaven. It is for the whole diseased material of 
human nature ; for all the sinful, the weary, the 
suffering ; for the whole great army of the guilty 
and miserable in every land. That which the 
Son of God took into real union with Himself 
is humanity. Hence in the Gospel before us, 
Jesus meets all who cross His path with im- 
partial sympathy. Hence, just before He leaves 
the earth, He commands His disciples to preach 
"repentance and remission of sins in His name 
unto all the nations." 1 Hence also the Gospel — 
record of " all that Jesus began both to do and to 
teach," 2 is the fitting prelude to a narrative which 
tells us of all which the ascended Jesus cofitinued 
to do and to teach from heaven by the agency of 
His servants " in Jerusalem and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth." ^ The Leading Idea of \h\s universal In- 
carnation stands in the forefront of the universal 
Gospel. It finds a nobler and loftier expression in 
Simeon's song — " Thy salvation, which Thou hast 
prepared ^ before the face oi all t/te peoples ^ — a light 

^ €15 trdtna tA Wkij. St. Luke xxiv. 47. 

2 Actsi. I. » Idid\, 8. 

** We may translate the Hebraizing abstract into the concrete, and 
remember that ** the salvation which Thou hast prepared" = **the 
Saviour whom thou hast prepared before the face of all the 
peoples." (St. Luke ii. 30, 31.) 

* Kara trp^awirov irdyrav r&y \aay. For the light thrown upon 
many passages by this Leading Idea the student may add the 
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unto the unveiling of the Gentiles, and the glory of 
Thy people, Israel/' ^ 

III 

A third Leading Idea in St. Luke's narrative of 
the Incarnation and Birth of Jesus is that it is 
joyful. 

When the voice even of her who had conceived 
" the Holy Thing which was to be born " reached 
Elizabeth, the Holy Ghost filled her with a sweet 
surprise, and " the babe leaped in her womb for 
joy/' 2 The angel of the Lord upon the first 
Christmas Eve struck the key-note, not only of 
the Incarnation prelude, but of the whole Gospel. 
" Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy/' 
As it begins, so it ends. "And they worshipped 
Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." ^ 



IV 

A fourth Leading Idea of St. Luke's narrative — 
and one peculiarly adapted for Gentiles, and espe- 
cially for Greeks — is that it is beautiful. 

St. Luke's is the painter's Gospel. And his 

"unbelievers" (St. Luke xii. 46) compared with "the hypocrites" 
(St. Matthew xxiv. 51). The former was felt to be wanted in the 
Gentile Gospel. 

^ St. Luke ii. 30-33. ^ Ibid. i. 44. 

8 find. ii. 10; xxiv. 52. Cf. I St. John i. 4. "These things 
we write that your joy may be fulfilled. " The Christmas chimes are 
never quite out of hearing in the Church. 
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history of the Great Truth is placed in idyllic. 
surroundings. So much so that sometimes it is more 
than insinuated that history never is idyllic ; that 
its car is always drawn by common-place steeds 
through common-place scenery ; that the music to 
which it moves may have a momentary pathos or 
romance, but never the sustained loveliness of a 
Pastoral Symphony. 

St. Luke's is the poet's Gospel. Its beginning 
is interspersed with sacred canticles, with bursts of 
holy song. Fragments of noble liturgies may be 
detected more than once in the sequel of the narra- 
tive. But in the prelude of the Gospel the liturgical 
chant is heard at every turn. Every one remembers 
the words of Elizabeth, the plain song of the 
angel of the Lord, " the descant " of " the heavenly 
soldiers," and those three other effusions so familiar 
as the Magnificat^ Nunc Dimittis^ and BenedicUis} 
The words of Gabriel, also, at the Annunciation, 
run into that parallelism which is the necessary 
form of Hebraic poetical elevation.^ 

These canticles, indeed, are specially appealed 
to by Strauss and Renan as proofs that the narra- 
tive is unhistorical. But the fact that they were 
improvised need produce no difficulty. For they 
were not composed under the difficult conditions 
either of classical or of modern poetry, restricted by 

* St. Luke i. 30-34, 35, 42-46, 67-80 ; ii. 10-18, 29-33. 
3 Ibid, i. 30-37. 
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quantity and rhyme. Poetry is the impassioned 
rhetoric of the East. When the prophet is elevated 
by the glory or darkened by the terrors of the 
future ; when his voice trembles with pathos or 
rises into indignation, his style spontaneously as- 
sumes the form of Hebrew poetry. We are told 
that poetry is neither extemporaneous nor epidemic. 
Our poetry fortunately is not ; but our rhetoric 
(perhaps too frequently) is both one and the other. 
Given a receptive and sensitive mind, steeped in 
the style of the psalmists, and the awe mixed with 
rapture which must have been caused by such 
incidents if they really occurred — the production of 
such canticles becomes entirely credible, in the 
case of pious Israelites deeply penetrated by the 
sacred literature of their race. 

Let us pause for a moment to consider whether 
we cannot find evidence in the context of some of 
these canticles that they belong to the time to 
which they are assigned, and can be referred to no 
other, without supposing an exquisite literary tact 
totally alien from apocryphal forgeries. 

Take the hymn of Zacharias. What should we 
expect from him } The hope of Jesus Christ and 
of salvation, rising indeed a little beyond the 
Psalms, but still in Jewish colours, and under 
Jewish images. Precisely such is its character. 
The God whom Zacharias blesses is Israel's God. 
The mighty salvation is in David's house. It is 
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the fulfilment of prophecy in pursuance of the 
promise to Abraham.^ The whole groundwork of 
the hymn is Jewish. The time is felt to be a 
dawn at best, " the day-spring from on high " ; ^ 
but there are vistas which let us behold the broad 
light upon the great deep. 

Similarly with the songs of the Blessed Virgin 
and of Simeon. Our Church uses them as daily 
psalms, and applies them to Christ. But those 
who had seen the Incarnate Lord, who had beheld 
Him risen and ascending, would have spoken far 
more strongly. Their songs would have been 
more like " Rock of Ages," or " When I survey 
the wondrous Cross." They would not have been 
echoes of the harp of David, so much as of the 
harps of heaven — " Thou wast slain and hast re- 
deemed us to God by Thy bloods "This hymn, 
if inconceivable earlier than Zacharias, is more 
inconceivable later," says Dr. Mill. Such sunlit 
mountain-tops in the distance with such mists over 
the path that lead to them ; such a firm grasp 
upon salvation and redemption, such a clear view 
of its character as consisting in the " remission of 
sins," ^ yet such silence as to its details ; can only 
belong to the thin border-line of a period, which 
was neither quite Jewish nor quite Christian. A 

1 St. Luke i. 68, 69, 73. « Ibid. ver. 78. 

* Ibid, i. 77. yvwtTiv ffurriplas iv &<l>4<r€i afiafniwv. Cf. 
Colossians i. 14. 
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little less, and these songs would be purely Jewish ; 
a little more and they would be purely Christian.^ 

St. Luke's idea of beauty (for a reason which 
has been stated at length 2) includes also another 
element. It might now be called visionary and 
mythic, or a tendency to personify abstract con- 
ceptions. The third Gospel is throughout a Gospel 
of the holy Angels — i.e., we read more of their 
ministry, in connection with Jesus than elsewhere. 
This is especially marked at the outset.* 

These, then, are St. Luke's Leading Ideas of the 
Incarnation and Birth of Jesus Christ: — (i) The 
Incarnation is a reality — physically, with the con- 
ception, formation, and nativity of the Holy Child ; 
historically, with a definite starting-point in time 
and place of a truly human life. (2) The Incar- 
nation is a fact of universal import. " When Thou 
tookest manhood upon Thee to deliver it, Thou 
didst not abhor the Virgin's womb." The Redemp- 
tion which issues from the Incarnation as from its 
vital principle is not partial and "particular." It 
is the fountain-head of a message addressed to 
every form of sin and misery in every land. It is 
the implied starting-point not only of the Gospel 
itself, but of the appended Church-history by the 
same hand which tells us how " the message, going 

^ This argument was originally suggested by Dr. Mill's Pantheistic 
Theories of the Gospel, 
- Discussion iv. c, ii. i. 
3 St. Luke i. 11-26, 35 ; ii. 9, 10-16. 

M 
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forth from the upper-chamber, spread to temples, 
houses, streets, market-places, inns, prisons, camps, 
courts, chariots, ships, countries, cities, islands ; 
tu Jews, Gentiles, magistrates, officers, soldiers, 
eunuchs, prisoners, slaves, freemen, women, chil- 
dren, sailors ; reaching finally Athens and Rome." ^ 
The Man is the fitting symbol throughout ; it is 
the universal Gospel of the universal Incarnation. 
(3) The Incarnation is joyful. Its very idea is 
" good tidings of great joy." (4) The Incarnation 
is beautiful, with the beauty of an idyll, of a poem 
— with angels ascending and descending upon the 
Son of Man. The story which enshrines it has 
become part and parcel of the beauty of the starry 
night. 

^ Bengel. Gnom. Act. Apost. adinit. 



IV 

THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST, LUKE'S 

GOSPEL 



THE DANGER OF RICHES AND THE COMPENSA- 
TIONS OF POVERTY 

** Yet lackest thou one thing ; sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven ; and 
come, follow Me." — St. Luke xviii. 22. 

The incident to which these words belong^ is 
not peculiar to St. Luke, but common to all the 
synoptics.2 This saying, however, gives a con- 
venient starting-point for the consideration of one 
of the Leading Ideas of St. Luke — the dangers of 
money, and the compensations of poverty. 



The danger of money forms one Leading Idea 
of St. Luke's Gospel. 

1 St. Luke xviii. 18-31. 

' St. Matthew xix. 16-30. St. Mark x. 17-32. 

M 2 
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The spring of a sweet aspiration after a new life 
came to this ruler of a synagogue, while yet young.^ 
In the freshness of youth's enthusiasm he ran and 
knelt to the great Teacher.^ His desires ran natu- 
rally from his training in two channels. He wanted 
a great Rabbi and a perfect rule. The dialogue ends 
in that stern, awful saying, " sell all that thou hast 
and distribute unto the poor — and come, follow Me." 
Then the vivid pencil of St. Mark shows us the 
gathering of a grey cloud upon the sunshine of the 
enthusiast's face. His countenance fell and lowered 
in a moment upon the word.^ " He became ex- 
ceeding sorrowful, for he was very rich." * 

This passage is not a favourite with many 
preachers. They feel it necessary to explain away 
the Saviour's words, " if thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the commandments." ^ They say very bitter 
things against the young ruler. He is a St. Sebas- 
tian, pinned through and pierced with the many 
arrows of evangelical pulpits. " He had not clear 
views." It would be strange if he had, as he was 
not a prophet. " He did not follow Christ." Who 
can answer for himself that he would have done so, 
at the time, and in the circumstances } 

^ &PX^*'- S^' Luke xviii. i6. v^wfiiTKos. St. Matthew xix. 20. 
- St. Mark x. 17. 

3 A ?€ <rTiryi'c£(raf liri ry KiiTft^ {cf, for the word ffrvyvi.(iau 6 
oifpay6s. St. Matthew xvi. 3). 
* St. Luke xviii. 23. 
^ St. Matthew xix. 17. 
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Jesus bent on him one of those penetrating 
glances which look into a man's being, and with it 
gave the young ruler His one love.^ That love is 
not lightly bestowed, nor lightly taken away. It 
is a net with so many meshes ; a voice with so 
many intonations ; a finger whose divine subtlety 
touches so many springs and bolts of the door of 
the human heart. Perhaps one day the young man 
followed Jesus better and with fuller adhesion than 
he could have done at that moment. Perhaps he 
was one of those who only a little later sold " lands 
and houses, and brought the prices of the things 
that were sold, and laid them at the Apostles* 
feet," so that " distribution was made unto each, 
according as any one had need." ^ Yet a little, 
and the seed of thought sown in his heart by the 
great Sower might come to maturity, so that he 
could say — " I through the law died unto the law, 
that I might live unto God." ^ 

At all events, the danger of riches is shown in 
one of those immortal images which have passed 
into the common speech of humanity.* The illus- 

^ h 8f 'l7}(roDs ifi$\4\lfa5 avr^ irYd'irri<r€y aifr6v. (St. Mark x. 21.) 
* Amavit quodam quasi risu oculonim.' (Bengel tn he,), 

- Acts iv. 34-36. The hnU^^ro of ver. 35 answers remarkably 
to the htdZos of St. Luke xviii. 22. ' Galatians ii. 19. 

* St. Luke xviii. 24, 25. The expression is found in the Talmud 
and in the Koran. (Sur. vii. 38. ) It was from ignorance of the 
Semitic idea that many Greek interpreters substituted xd/xiKos, a ro/e. 
(3ee Renan. Fj> ife JSsus. Pp. 175, 176, n. 2. Cf. also St. 
Matthew xxiii. 24.) 
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tration is drawn from one of the common popular 
stories current in the East, which would be recog- 
nized by all. There were far-spread tales and 
legends of some enchanted city, with a gate of 
entrance which was a needle's eye. Among the 
applicants for admission was a rich merchant, 
riding on a camel, with its long neck and humped 
back, packed with precious wares. The rich man, 
who trusts in riches, fares like the merchant of the 
story. He cannot pass through the magic gate 
into the radiant city without the divine spell which 
makes him free of the land of the spirit.^ 

To this part of the subject we shall return at the 
close of this Discussion. But to prove that the 
danger of riches is one of the Leading Ideas in 
St. Luke's Gospel we need only at present point to 
two passages. St. Luke's version of the Sermon 
on the Mount has for its first beatitudes — " blessed 
be ye poor ; blessed are ye that hunger now " ; 
for its first woes — " woe unto you that are rich ; 
woe unto you that are full." The parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus is peculiar to the third 
Gospel.2 

^ See the interesting pages in Lange — Life of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Book 4, Part 5, § 35. (Vol. IT. pp. 475-482. Eng- 
lish Translation.) 

* St. Luke vi. 20, 21, 24, 25 ; xvi. 19-31. On the section xii. 
13-22, see infra. 
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II 

This Leading Idea has for its completion the 
compensations of Poverty. The Jesus of St. Luke's 
Gospel has for the poor His tenderest words and 
sweetest promises. His mother offers the Purifica- 
tion of the poor. The first specific declaration 
of His teaching therein is that application of 
prophecy to Himself in the synagogue at Nazareth. 
— " the Spirit of the Lord hath anointed Me to 
preach the gospel to the poor." The first sentence 
of the other version of the Sermon on the Mount 
is — " blessed be ye poor." Those whom true 
disciples are counselled to invite are " the poor, 
the maimed, the halt, the blind, who cannot re- 
compense them." The beggar is carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom.^ 

Believers in Christ try to render this compensa- 
tion of poverty intelligible to Christian reason 
exercised upon social problems ; and truly they can 
do so. Yet after all explanation a something 
always remains in His teaching about poverty, 

* St. Luke ii. 7-24; iv. 18; vi. 20; xiv. 13; xvi. 22. The 
great Apostle, whom all antiquity so closely connected with 
St. Luke's Gospel, gives us a biography of Jesus in one word. It 
was one act of poverty {i-nrdiX'^yfo^v. 2 Corinthians viii. 9). The 
New Testament gives us two more of these wonderful compressed 
iographies of Jesus — one, His outward life, with its ceaseless 
activities \^ir\\Q^v tiifpyeriaVf Acts x. 38) ; one, His inner life, with 
its perpetual self-denial. (o6x ktiyntf ^Jpeirci', Romans xv. 3). One 
act of poverty, one act of })enevo]ence, one act of self-denial I 
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which our generation keeps as far out of sight as 
possible. This generation has its ear and heart 
finely touched to hear the bitter cry of the " sub- 
merged tenth." Social Christianity, like moral 
philosophy, has a great proposition whose "cate- 
gorical form " involves an " epitactic meaning." 
" Poverty is blessed " ; then " give alms." But 
have not even those who appeal to Christ's name 
most loudly grown afraid to tell the poor that, 
after all, their poverty, if rightly borne, has one 
special blessing — the smile and the promise of 
Christ ? 1 

Two great dangers in money-making and money- 
holding are signalized by our Lord in St. Luke's 
Gospel, and help to bring out this Leading Idea. 

I. The first great danger is the unresting and 
feverish absorption to which it leads. 

When the man died who in the present genera- 
tion had amassed the largest fortune which was 
ever made by advertisement of a popular medi- 
cine — leaving, it is to be added, a vast sum for 
public purposes — the chief organ of contemporary 
opinion printed a striking article upon the entire 
singleness of aim necessary for money-making on 
a grand scale.^ 

* Glad to be poor, because He loved the poor, 
And made them wealthy with His word. 

Sir E. Arnold, TJu Light of the Worlds p. 170. 

* "Money-making is an art by itself; it demands for success 
the devotion of the whole man. Sleeping or waking his thoughts 
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With that article we may well compare the utter- 
ance of one of the most simple and transparent of 
human souls — ' 

Bear me, dear Lord ! where'er Thou art — 

O never then from me depart ; 

For to my soul 'tis hell to be 

But for one moment without Thee J 

There is something terrible in this metallization of 
spirit required by the process prescribed in the 
organ of the wisdom of the world. A wall so 
crowded can have no room for the image of Christ. 
2. A second danger is deterioration of character. 
The soul becomes vulgarized. A want of con- 
sideration and sympathy disennobles the whole 
nature. Not seldom one who has been conspicuous 
for liberality in narrow circumstances becomes 
ungenerous, when suddenly transplanted into opu- 
lence. An offensive ostentation and sense of per- 
sonal importance betrays itself in little traits of 
language which reveal character. To use vulgar but 
expressive words, such persons " stink of money." 2 

must be devoted to it. . . . It was the life-work of a man who let 
no chance pass him. ... It is not every one who is capable of 
such single-hearted attention as this. Most men wish to be wealthy, 
but . . . with a want of steadiness and singleness of purpose. . . . 
Politics or love are great things to them ; they are not willing to 
give them up as just so many snares by which the path of money- 
making is beset." — {Times article on Mr. Holloway.) 

^ Bishop Ken. 

^ What a pompous sense of personal importance in the words of 
the Pharisee — irdvra Btra ktw/mu ! (St. Luke xviii, 12.) The 
Pharisees, as a class, were rich and covetous. 
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This selfish, feverish restlessness is drawn in 
deathless and terrible lines by our Lord in an 
awful parable peculiar to this Gospel. The rich 
man, just before a death of violence,^ held 
that dread dialogue in his own heart.^ Seven 
futures^ in rapid succession,^ to show that such 
satisfaction as riches can give is always in the 
distance — then six presents^ and all selfish ! " So is 
he that layeth up treasure for Imnself, and is not 
rich for God." * 

III 

Yet with all this annunciation of the dangers of 
riches, there is absolutely nothing in St. Luke's 
Gospel which tends to show that money or property 
is an unlawful thing for a Christian to hold. 

No doubt some of its burning phrases have been 
ingeniously formed into a theory which would land 
the Gospel in an exploded absurdity. " Luke,'* it is 
said, "is an Ebionite.^ This strain was certainly 

^ xii. 20. "This night they are requiring thy soul from thee.'* 
The brigandage, which was the terror of Galilee (Joseph. Antq. 
xvii. X. 4, Vita 11) throws a lurid light upon the expression. (See 
Renan, Vie de Jisus, P. 174, n. 6.) 

'^ SieXoyiCero iv laur^, xii. 17. 

3 rl Tcoi'i]ff(a — vov (rvvA^ta — toCto itoi^fffco — Ka0e\w — olKoBofvfja-w — 
avvd^d) — 4pa. Ibid. ver. 17-19. Then ^x*** — Kfifieya — ctvairavov, 
fpdyf, vltf €v<ppalyov, ver. 19. Note the repeated personal pronoun 
robs Kapvois fiov — fiov ras inroO^KOiS — ra y^vv^ifiard fiov Kal tA iLya0<i 

uov — tJ i^wxS /*<"'• ver. 1 7-19- 
* Ibid, ver. 21. 
'' So do Wette somewhere speaks of the *' heresy of Luke." 
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in the original teaching of Christ. The traits even 
in Matthew are significant enough. But Luke, who 
held advanced communistic views, exaggerated the 
original. He wished to represent the Saviour as 
insisting that the poor, simply because they were 
poor, were invited to the banquet of the kingdom ; 
that the rich man was to be cast into hell, simply 
because he was rich, well clothed, and dined well." ^ 

The answer is obvious. 

I. Our Lord very clearly shows that that which 
is really dangerous in riches extends to the poor 
as well as to the rich. 

There are two words rendered covetous in A. V. 
. . . One is simply " love of money." ^ The other 
word is more profound and far-reaching.^ It is 
the desire of more and ever more — moreness^ if 
we might coin a word. It is the craving to fill 
the chasm in the self with lower things ; it is the 
character of one who is ever seeking more of 
them.* 

* Renan, Vie de Jhus. Chap. x. xi. pp. 164-194. See Note A 
at the end of this Discussion, 

* The adjective <pi\dpyvpo5 occurs only once in the Gospels. (St. 
Luke xvi. 14.) 

^ n\€oye^la. (St. Luke xii. 15.) 

* Hence its connection with lasciviousness. i Corinthians v. 11. 
Ephesians v. 3. 

The cloyed will, 
That satiate yet unsatisfied desire, that tub 
Both filled and running. 

Cymbeiinej Act i. Sc. 7. 
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It is clear that the disciples did not look upon 
our Lord's words to the rich young man as extend- 
ing spiritually only to the rich. Their alarmed 
question is not " what rich man can be saved ? " 
but " then who can be saved ? " when they receive 
the loving explanation — " Children, how hard is it 
for them that tmst in riclus to enter into the King- 
dom of God ! " And this proves that they under- 
stood the saying, and are accordingly soothed by 
being pointed to the miracle of grace which saves 
rich and poor alike from covetousness. What we 
need to be emancipated from is not money literally 
and in itself, but the fallacy about money and pos- 
sessions common to man. " Take heed and guard 
yourselves from all covetousness — for, not in the 
abundance which belongs to any man, not out of 
the things which he possesseth, is his true and 
very life." ^ 

2. Our Lord teaches in St. Luke's Gospel that 
riches are not necessarily to be repudiated ; so far 
from it, that rightly used they may add inten- 
sity to the joy of our future condition. Out of 
the mammon, whose characteristic is injustice ard 

Cf, Juvenal's — 

" Lassata viris, nedum saliata, recessit." 
On wA«ov€|(a, (piXapyvpia, see the few pregnant pages, full of the 
quiet reverential acuteness of Archbisho}^ Trench. (Synon. oj the 
Niw Testament, § 24, pp. 78-81.) 

* ovK 4v ry ntptafffvety tiv\ rj (TwJ) avrov itrrlv ix r&v ^apx^y'roat' 
awry. (St. Luke xii. 15.) The whole of this precious section is 
peculiar to St. Luke. 
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untruth, we may form friendships which -will not 
terminate with life. " I say unto you " — not re- 
pudiate your riches, but — " make to yourselves 
friends out of the mammon of unrighteousness, 
that, when it shall fail, they may receive you 
into the eternal tabernacles." ^ 

Our Lord does not here teach that these friends 
purchase or gain for us an entrance ; they simply 
receive us when we enter. Our names must be 
graven, not on the hearts of the poor saints, but on 
the hands of the Redeemer with the very nails of 
the crucifixion. " Make to yourselves friends^ 
With money alone we can buy slaves, tools, 
flatterers. But with money alone we cannot buy 
a friend. Only he who has a heart can win a heart ; 
only a heart-winner can be a friend-winner. 

Riches rightly used, our Lord teaches, may be 
profitable for our higher interests. 

3. Further. The true mind of Scripture is not in 
fragmentary texts splintered off from their context 
and crudely interpreted out of the medium in which 
they have their vitality. Outside the context of 
the history of the Church isolated texts, broken 

* St. Luke xvi. 9. Mammon is scarcely proved to have been a 
Semitic god answering to the Greek Plutus. The idea seems gradually 
to have been hypostatized m common speech (like the "almighty 
dollar" in America. Cf. Sv b Oe^j ^ KoiKia. Philippians iii. 19). 
The word is probably connected with the Hebrew |p^ = that in 

which confidence is placed. (Does our Lord refer to this in 
St. Mark x. 24?) 
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from the pole, are like broken telegraph wires. 
Fanaticism runs like a ball of fire along these 
broken wires. 

From the third Gospel we naturally proceed to 
the church history by the same hand which is its 
sequel. The only communism of which we read, if 
ever realised at all as a fact, was only momentary. 
The history of Pentecost is not " a charter of sans- 
culottes'' The communism which it records was 
the Christian communism of the spirit, which is 
ideal: the divine delicacy and tenderness of senti- 
ment, of heart and hand. The worldling's harsh 
and repeated assertion — " this is my private pro- 
perty, this is my own " — was scarcely translated by a 
single believer^ into the new and beautiful language 
of heaven, in that atmosphere still electric with the 
presence of Christ, and marked by the traces of 
the Holy Ghost's steps of fire. A little later the 
Christians of Antioch sent relief unto the brethren 
that dwelt in Judaea, whose worldly means, perhaps, 
had been affected by the noble extravagance of 
Christian love. 2 A large contribution necessarily 
implies resources from which it can be given. 
Later on, again, a house of considerable size 
remains the property of its owner.^ 

* KcX ohZik ety Tt Twv vxapx^i'^offy avr^ ihfy^v X^lov tlvai. (Acts 
iv. 32.) - Acts xi. 29, 30. 

5* Acts xii. 12. St, Peter's language is express. ** Whiles the 
land remained, did it not remain thine own ? and, after it was sold, 
was it not in thy power? " (Acts v. 4.) 
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On passing into the catacombs, recent discoveries 
prove that the Christian faith had penetrated into 
the higher classes of Roman society much earlier 
than had been supposed. Before the end of the 
first century noble or royal names — Caecilii, Pom- 
ponii, Attici, Domitii — of high-born ladies and 
gentlemen, who had heard Apostles, or disciples of 
Apostles, are found in the crypts. The very walls 
and paintings on the stucco, with their finished and 
delicate arabesques, attest the opulence of the pos- 
sessors. The Gospel, all quivering as it still was 
with a young life from contact with the Saviour 
and His disciples, had startled those distinguished 
personages with no suspicion of communism.^ 

From these three facts (i) that our Lord plainly 
taught that the chief danger to every man, poor as 
well as rich, is in a false view and wrong use of 
money ; (2) because money, rightly employed, is 
capable of bringing specieil spiritual blessings ; (3) 
because the very earliest Church interpreted the 
Saviour's teaching in this sense ; we conclude that 
there is no communism in this Leading Idea of St. 
Luke's Gospel. 

^ Les Catacombes de Rome; par Gaston Boissier. {Revue ties 
Deux Mondes. Tom. lix. pp. 170-173.) It will be noticed that 
the language of the Apostle (i Peter iii. 3, 4) presupposes an atmo- 
sphere such as is breathed by fashionab ladies, surrounded by the 
refinements of rank and luxury. 
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IV 

Let us not, however, after all close by explaining 
away the thought which is placed at the head of this 
Discussion. Christ looks right over His contem- 
poraries. He feels that His voice has infinite 
volume. He can throw it where He will. Across 
the gulf of time, His eye looks at each of us. The 
good Physician still understands each case as He 
did on earth. And we are so different, one from 
the other. For most of us there are the allowed 
sweetnesses and tender commonplaces of home. 
We ripen for the grave through slow changes, until 
a husband's withered hand is laid in a hand which 
is withered too, and the child's last kiss is imprinted 
upon a white brow. Such lives may not only be 
happy but holy. Yet at times the sentences of 
Jesus sound dim, awful, and half understood, down 
the corridor, when the door is opened for a moment. 
" Sell all that thou hast and come and follow Me." 
" If any man come to Me, and hate not his father 
and mother — yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be My disciple. And whosoever shall not bear his 
cross, and come after Me, he cannot be My dis- 
ciple." 1 

But there are cases in which He sees something 
peculiar — the stuff of which heroism and martyr- 

^ St. Luke xiv. 26, 27. 
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dom is made ; the marble from which His hand 
can form the saint. From the cricket-field, from the 
struggles of the river, from the gaiety of the ball- 
room, from fair homes with the sustained stateli- 
ness of their daily life, He calls His own. He Who 
is so gentle half breaks their very hearts, takes from 
them the life of their life, that He may set the broken 
heart in His own way, and teach it the sublime 
joy of sacrifice. 

And for promises — " treasure in the heavens." ^ 
Does that seem indefinite ? Do we distrust things 
that lie in such azure distances, in such mystic 
depths } Nay, something more. He adds — " in this 
timer 2 For those who " have left their own," * He 
seems to promise two things — a life ennobled, 
augmented, harmonized ; * ties less vivid and pas- 
sionate, but perhaps of almost equal tenderness.^ 

That call came from house to house in the 
" Umbrian movement " of the thirteenth century, 
to St. Francis of Assissi, and many others. It may 
come to some who read these lines — " sell all that 
thou hast," and that instantly — talents, acquisi- 
tions, prospects, the intellect trained for and 
assured of success. "Distribute through and 
through," to the sick, to the ignorant, to the out- 

^ St. Luke xviii. 22. 

' Ibid. ver. 30. 

' i^^yrcf rh, T8<o. Ibid. ver. 28. 

* itoKKmtKoffiovfk. Ibid. ver. 30. 

' Read the whole of ver. 30. 

N 
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cast, to the heathen — earth's poorest ones in the 
eyes of the true children of the Kingdom of God. 
St. Luke's Leading Idea of the teaching of Jesus 
Christ preserves much that tells of the danger of 
riches, much of the compensations of poverty, much 
that strikes to life a race of chivalrj'', an army of 
knight-errants of the Cross ; while to every soul, in 
every case, He says, " Come, follow Me." 
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NOTE A 

One part of this statement of M. Kenan's should be quoted as a 
characteristic specimen of his controversial method. The prophets 
established the closest relation between the words for "rich, impious, 
violent, wicked ; " and on the other hand, between the words for 
"poor, gentle, humble, pious." See the Hebrew dictionaries in 
general, under the words — 

.yny xi^\x\ ,-i^CT ,n^Dn ,i2r ,^3x; h^ .irnx 

M. Renan makes this remark apparently as an argument to prove 
that the Hebrew language was charged and saturated by the prophets 
with materials which could only end in such passionate exaggera- 
tions as those of St. Luke's Gospel. 

"The prophets," he writes, "as true Tribunes, and, in one sense, 
the boldest of Tribunes," had established the closest relations 
between two classes of words. The "rich," in a transferred sense, 
= the violent, the wicked, and impious. The "poor" — the 
gentle, the humble, and pious. He adduces the words which follow 
to establish his assertion, and " refers us to the dictionaries.'' ^ 

To the dictionaries let us go. 

1. |t^5?li^. — This = the pious unrighteously ^//;rj^<r./. (Adjective, 
masculine nominasc. But the root is not poverty^ but oppression 
(probably from = HDN = to bend or be bowed), i.e. it is essentially 
the oppressed man, secondarily the poor man). 

2. T\, — Is there any ground for attributing the conception of 
moral excellence to the /"H? It appears to imply misery^ no 
necessarily virtue. (Psalm Ixxxii. 3 ; cxiii. 7.) 

' rie (le /e<ns^ pp. 180, 181, n. i. 
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3. ^3y. — This word no doubt = pious man (Psalm xxxiv. 6). 

But its idea is linked with the spiritualising effect of affliction rather 
than oi poverty in particular. 

4. Wr. The notion is depression^ submission, not specially 
poverty, 

5- l^pn. — Kind, pious. But the word seems not to have the 
most remote connection with poverty in any shape. The root is 
Ipn = eager, ardently desirous. The DH^pr] came to = the 
Maccabean worshippers of God. (The *A(ri8aio(. Maccab. ii. 
42, &c). 

6. y^, — This word comes from T^, to become rich, to be 
happy (as beatus in Latin). But if it has a bad moral sense 
(Proverbs xviii. 23) it is susceptible of a sense morally indifferent 
(Proverbs xxii. 7) or good (Proverbs xxii. 7). 

7. D^Ppin. — This word has the idea of ostentatious, noisy, 
arrogance — ^from ^7n. This is a transfer of sensuous impressions 
to describe moral attributes (like *Moud' in modem English). 
Psalm Ixxiii. 3 ; Ixxv. 4. 

8. l^^TJJ = Power as an object of terror to the weak. 

Thus, eight Hebrew words are quoted to justify the assertion that 
the Hebrew language establishes the strictest relation between poverty 
and piety , riches and impiety ; and we are referred to the ** Hebrew 
dictionaries generally " under these eight heads. But upon inquiry 
it appears that of only two can the assertion be considered true in 
any sense ; nor of any one of the words expressive of the rich is it 
absolutely true. 

The language, then, had not been moulded into a dialect of com- 
munism by the Hebrew prophets ; nor did it act as an excitant to 
our Lord's teaching upon the subject of riches and poverty. The 
Hebrew tongue was not a magazine of socialistic explosives, sure to 
go off one day or other at the touch of a sans-culotte enthusiast of 
genius. 
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THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST, JOHN'S 

GOSPEL 

A 

THE DIVINE GLORY OF CHRIST IN THE INCARN- 
ATION ; THE SPIRITUAL ESSENCE OF THE 
MIRACLES, THE DISCOURSES, THE SACRA- 
MENTS. 

"The Word was God, and the Word became flesh." — St. John 

L 1-14. 

I. The opening sentence of each of the synop- 
tics corresponds to the ** stand-point " from which 
he views the earthly life of the Redeemer. St. 
Matthew begins with a genealogy which marks out 
Jesus Christ as the child of promise and prophecy ; 
the son of Abraham and heir of David. St. Mark's 
Gospel is the development of the title in the first 
verse — " Son of God." St. Luke at once pro- 
fesses that he writes with historical accuracy, 
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and, when necessary, preserving the order of 
events. 

The idea of the Prologue of St. John*s Gospel is 
the Divine glory of Christ in the Incarnation. 

A great life — a life whose words and works 
influence mankind profoundly — is not sufficiently 
told by merely relating its facts and dates. What 
an enigma, for instance, is the life of Napoleon ! 
How many of his biographies are mere masks con- 
cealing those bronze features ! We cannot under- 
stand any great and complicated life, good or evil, 
by merely recording the isolated events along 
which it moved. It is an organic whole, and must 
be reconstructed as such. That it is so with the 
life of Christ is confessed alike by Christians and 
by infidels. " In histories of this kind," says 
Renan, " the great sign that we possess the truth is 
to succeed in combining the incidents, so as to 
constitute a logical and probable whole. What we 
have to recover is not the material circumstance 
which has passed beyond our control ; it is the very 
soul of the history. A great life cannot be rendered 
by a simple agglomeration of facts. A profound 
sentiment of its subject must embrace all, and bind 
it into unity." And the great Christian philosopher 
of the Middle Ages reminds us that a true Christ- 
ology is the first and primary condition of a true 
theology.^ 

^ ** Circa quod, primum considerandura occurrit de ipso Salvatore, 
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This, then, is the great Leading Idea of St. 
John's Gospel. Given the facts of Christ's life, how 
shall we bind them into unity, and read them as a 
whole ? What theory of His Person and Nature 
will give us a logical and consistent view ?^ We 
may not believe that the alleged facts are his- 
torical — but if we do so believe, how can we re- 
concile them ? For, in this very Gospel we meet 
with contradictory facts. On the one hand, the 
peasant guest called to the marriage feast ; on the 
other, the Divine giver of wine. On the one hand, 
the weariness by the wayside well on the hot 
September day ; on the other, the sublime self- 
consciousness of Him who said — " if any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." On the 
one hand, the thorny crown, and the form that 
elicited from Pilate the words of pity as well as 
admiration — " behold ! the Man ;" on the other, the 
majesty of the body which cannot be marred, 
which has between it and harm the great deep of 
type and promise — "a bone of Him shall not be 

^ The word theory may, of course, lead to grave misapprehension. 
A life written from a theory, or point of view, may become an essay 
in which metaphysics supersede history, a panegyric, a romance, a 
prose-poem, a mystic effusion. In modern language it may be an 
ideological treatise. And it is said that the fourth Gospel does, as 
if upon principle, subordinate historical sequence to the necessity 
imposed by the theory of the word. For proof that indifference to 
historical veracity and its principles is the last charge which can be 
sustained against St. John as an historian, the writer ventures to 
refer to his Epistles of St. fohn) pp. 88-98). 
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broken."^ Such are some of the antitheses of the 
great life, so nobly summed up by Keble: — 

** Lo ! He comes, 
Hungry, thirsty, homeless, cold,— 
Hungry, by whom saints are fed 
With 'the eternal living bread"; 
Thirsty, from whose pierced side 
Living waters spring and glide ; 
^Cold and bare He comes, whb never 

Can pul off ^is robe bf liglit — 
' Homeless, Who must dwell for ever 

In the Father's bosom bright." 

"In the Prologue to St. John's Gospel we have an 
answer to the questions suggested, a principle by 
which we may harmonize the facts of that life. St. 
John gives us a key which proves itself by fitting 
into all the wards of the lock. What Christ did 
and said becomes explicable only by knowing what 
Christ is. 

Of the title— the Word — we remark that it 
unites two lines of thought — one scriptural, the other 
metaphysical. In Genesis, in the Psalms, in Proverbs 
and Isaiah, the Word or Wisdom of God seems, with 
increasing clearness, to be made personal, and 
connected with the Divine Angel. But further, the 
inspired thinker looks into the depths of his own 
mind, into the phenomena of thought and language. 
In the first he finds a faint type of the ontological 
relation between the Father and Son ; in the second 

^ St. John ii. I-H ; iv. 7 ; cf. vii. 37 ; xix. 2, 5, 37 ; cf. Exodus 
xii. 46 ; Psalm xxxiv. 20. 
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an illustration of the Incarnation.^ By this great 
metaphysical conception (admired by Maine de 
Biran as sincerely as by Augustine), Scripture is 
illustrated ih its depths. The Logos of Philo, 
febstrkct and impersonal, a mere Platonic ideal 
according to which God works, can only confuse us 
in dwelling on the Logos of John, who is a Per- 
sonal self-existent Being.^ The Son is the Word, 
because He has His Being from the Father. As a 
word is the formed utterance of the speaker's 
thought, He is the Word that the Father has out- 
spoken into separate Personal Existence from the 
fulness of His Being. 

Some who have not lost all reverence for Chris- 
tianity speak as if St. John's Prologue added a 

* See Dollinger, First Age of the Churchy i. 235 sqq. ; Bull, 
Def. Fid, 

^ The Word in St. John is opposed 

\a\ To the Gnostic Word, \ ( (a) Uncreated and eternal, 

created and temporal. > as -( ** In the beginning was the 

J I Word." 

Kb) To the Platonic Word,"! ( {Jb) Personal and Divine, 

ideal and abstract. I ^^ I "The Word was God, He, 

) I His." 

(f) To the Judaistic and ^ C [c] Creative and Cause. 

Philonic Word, the type \ as -( "All things were made by 
and idea of God in Creation. J \ Him. " 

[d) To the Dualistic'^ r {f^) Unique and universally 

Word, limitedly and par- I I Creative. " Without Him 

tially instrumental in Crea- j | was not anything made that 

tion. ^ Vhath l^een made. " 

(^) To the Doketic Word, ) i (<?) Real and permanent, 

mpalpable and visionary. \ ^ ) "The Word became flesh." 
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difficulty for faith ; as if St. Matthew or St. Luke 
on the Incarnation were comparatively easy to 
receive. Is it so for those who think } Place side 
by side these statements. On the one side — " when 
as His mother, Mary, was espoused to Joseph, 
before they came together, she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost." On the other side those four 
oracular propositions — "in the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. And the Word was made flesh." 
Which is easier to receive } There have been 
profound intellects who have confessed that the 
statement in St. Matthew almost repelled them. 
But every fact has its factual and its ideal aspect.^ 
In St. John the fact of the Incarnation is lifted up 
and flooded with the light of a Divine idea. If, in 
the Unity of the Divine existence, there be a 
Trinity of Persons ; if the Second Person of that 
Trinity is to assume the reality of flesh, and the 
likeness of sinful flesh ; we can, in some measure, 
see why He needed the tabernacle of a body, 
framed and moulded by the Eternal Spirit to be 
His fitting habitation. The mystery of a Virgin- 
Mother is the correlative of the mystery of the 
W^ord made flesh. 

II. If we pass from this architectonic and pre- 
siding conception — to which St. John owes his title 
of Thcologus, and his emblem of the eagle — we may 

' Dr. Whewell. Inductive Philosophy. 
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conveniently trace the Leading Ideas of the 
spiritual Gospel under four heads — the miracles, 
the discourses, the sacraments, and the delineations 
of character recorded in it. 

I. What is the Leading Idea in the miracles of 
St. John's Gospel } 

The synoptical Gospels are full of miracles. The 
air is thick with them. It may be said that they 
are chiefly regarded as manifestations of Christ's 
power or evidences of His mission. 

Now St. John, in his Gospel, certainly lays much 
stress upon the argument from miracles. Nowhere 
else is there a more frequent appeal to their weight 
as evidences. It is the Saviour's own assertion 
— " the works that I do bear witness of Me, that the 
Father hath sent Me." ^ Yet in no Gospel are so 
few special miracles recorded. The turning of the 
water into wine ; the healing of the nobleman's 
son, and of the impotent man at Bethesda ; the 
feeding of the five thousand, and the walking upon 
the waters ; the hiding Himself, not as a timid 
man crouching behind the pillars of the Temple, 
but as God hides Himself in nature ; the restoration 
to sight of the blind man ; the resurrection of 
Lazarus ; the going back and falling to the ground 
of the band who came to arrest Jesus ; and the 

^ "The works which the Father hath given Me to accomplish ; 
the very works that I do, bear witness of Me that the Father hath 
sent Me." St. John v. 36. 
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miraculous draught of fishes after the Resurrection, 
exhaust the list.^ How are we to account for this ? 

There can be no rational doubt that St. John 
presupposes an acquaintance with, and so far bears 
witness to, the earlier evangelists. But there is 
another reason. 

One miracle of each class is recorded, except 
that of which we read so much in St. Mark — the 
dispossession of demoniacs. Not that this last was 
foreign to his circle of ideas. He includes it in 
that triumphant sentence of his epistle — " for this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He 
might destroy the works of the devil." ^ Indeed, it 
may be said without exaggeration that the notion 
of moral possession is peculiarly Joannic. "One 
of you is a devil. Ye are of your father, the devil. 
The devil having now put into the heart of Judas to 
betray Him. After the sop Satan entered into 
him." * But the one miracle of each class recorded 
by him is a type, a sacramental action, an " acted 
parable," a golden ray streaming out from His 
presence and opening up a line of light far into the 
kingdom of God. Some are so interpreted by the 
Saviour Himself For instance, the feeding of the 
five thousand leads to the great discourse con- 
cerning the bread of Life. The restoration of sight 

^ St. John ii. I, ii ; iv. 46, 54 ; v. 5 sqq, ; vi. 5, 21 ; viii. 59; 
ix. I, 41 ; xi. I, 44; xviii. 6; xxi. I, ii. 

'^ St. John iii. 8. ' St. John vi. 70 ; viii. 44 ; xiii. 2, 27. 
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to the blind man teaches that He can couch the 
diseased eye of the soul, and let in the light upon 
^' the unlit gulf of ourselves." ^ In other miracles, 
men, the least inclined to mysticism, have dis- 
covered a meaning of the kind. Thus Copleston 
and Whately ^ agree with Augustine in seeing more 
than meets the eye in the wine of Cana. It is a 
type and image of all the work of Jesus. In the 
Bible the Law passes by His word, into something 
grander, richer, at once sweeter and stronger. In 
our lives the world gives its best wine first ; first 
romance and excitement, then the pleasure palling 
upon the jaded palate, and the wine of life upon 
the bitter and poisonous lees. But Christ reserves 
for His own grace upon grace, until, when the 
banquet is over, and the sacramental wine touches 

' St. John ix. 39. 

^ Bishop Copleston 's Sermon on the Marriage in Cana was pub- 
lished, along with several others, by Archbishop Whately in 1854, 
in a volume entitled Remaim of the Late Edward Copleston^ D.D,^ 
&c. (J. W. Parker, West Strand, London). It is the eleventh 
sermon in the collection. The Archbishop's note to it is : — 

"There is something remarkable in the history of this sermon. 
The main substance of it had been stated to me by a friend who had 
been struck with a sermon he had heard in which this view was taken. 
I repeated this to Dr. Copleston, who was so much struck with it 
that he thereupon composed the following discourse, which I heard 
him preach for the first time. From recollection of this, T afterwards 
myself wrote a sermon, which has since been published," 

The late eminent (Dr. Fitzgerald) Bishop of Killaloe, was good 
enough to furnish the writer with the information contained in this 
note ; he believed that the original of this chain of sermons is one by 
Saurin. 
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the lips for the Ic^st time, they can say to the 
Bridegroom of the Church — " Thou hast kept the 
good wine until now." Few Christians, indeed, 
would have much sympathy wiih the German Pro- 
fessor of Theology,^ who when Augustine finds in 
the raising of Jairus*s daughter, the widow of 
Nain's son, and Lazarus, the types of sinners 
variously dead in sin but quickened to the life of 
righteousness, accuses him of " trifling, ingenious 
perhaps, and pretty enough, but equally unworthy 
of the dignity of criticism and of the sanctity of 
Scripture." 

On the whole, it may be said that the miracles in 
the synoptics teach as well as prove, and that those 
in St. John prove as well as teach. But the main 
idea of the miracles in the three is to prove, while 
the main ideas of the miracles specially recorded by 
St. John is to teach. To these especially are the 
words of Augustine applicable — " what our Lord 
did corporeally, He would have understood spiri- 
tually. For He did not merely work miracles for 
the miracle's sake, but that the things which He 
wrought might be true to those who could under- 
stand them, as well as marvellous to those who 
beheld them. Our Lord worked miracles, to signify 
somewhat by those miracles, and that we should 

' Clausen. Ang^tt^tinus S. Serif UirtF Tuierpre^. (p. 153). Clausen 
gives some indication that the deeper view of the miracle of Cana 
would meet with his condemnation as solemn trifling, (p. 240). 
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learn something more from them than simply that 
they were great, wonderful, and divine." ^ 

The miracles in St. John, then, are viewed 
sacramentally and ideally. 

2. The discourses of Jesus preserved in St. John. 

The synoptical Gospels are full of parables. 
" It is above all, in parables," says Renan, " that 
the Master excelled. Nothing in Judaism had 
given Him the model of these exquisite pieces. 
He created it." An eloquent historian of the 
Church ^ writes — " Born in the ranks of the people, 
leading the public life so common under an eastern 
sky. He addressed the multitude. When He was 
seen far-off on the border of the lake, the masses 
gathered to hear from Him words at once sweet 
and strong, majestic and familiar ; in the delivery 
of which He alternately pierced the soul with barbs 
of fire, and charmed the imagination by the touching 
grace of His parables." So characteristic of Him 
wa^ this teaching, that St. Matthew applies to it 
the language of Asaph in the seventy-eighth psalm 
— "without a parable spake He not unto them, 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, I will open My mouth in parables ; 
I will utter things which have been kept secret 
from the foundation of the world." ^ 

^ Tractatus in loan, ad init. 

- M. Albert de Broglie. Hist, de CEglise. Tom. i., od in it. 

^ St. Matthew xiii. 34, 35 ; Psalm Ixxviii. 2. 
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With this characteristic of our Lord's teaching 
in the synoptics before us, it is perhaps, somewhat 
starth'ng for a simple Christian to be reminded — 
as he sometimes is, in no subdued tone — that in 
St. John no complete and regular parable is pre- 
served. Indeed, only two pieces with much exter- 
nal resemblance to the parables of the synoptics 
are to be found in the fourth Gospel — the com- 
parison of the Good Shepherd, and that of the 
Vine.^ Nay, the very word does not occur ; for 
the term translated parable in our versions is in 
the original different.^ Does truth, then, compel 
us to say to the reflective student — you must make 
your choice .sharply ? If you are a Christian, you 
must sacrifice a beautiful delusion to Him who 
will not be served by a lie. If your Lord spoke 
as Matthew reports. He did not and could not, 
have spoken as John reports. You must surrender 
either Him who said, " I will give you rest," or 
Him who said, " I am the Resurrection and the 
Life" — either the Jesus of the synoptics, or the 
Jesus of John. A little consideration removes 
the difficulty.^ 

* St. John X. 1-6, 11-17 ; xv. 1-9. 

• irapoifiia. St. John x. 6 ; xvi. 25-29. 

' It has been conjectured that in His more public addresses at 
Jerusalem, our Lord may have used the common-dialect Greek 
nstead of Aramean, for hearers whose circumstances had made them 
lose their Hebrew. But parables almost exacted a Hebrew investi- 
ture of language for their first oral utterance. 
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{a) The ciraimstances under which the discourses 
of Jesus in this Gospel were delivered are different 
from those in which the discourses in the Synoptics 
occur. Every prudent teacher adapts himself to 
the taste and capacity of his audience. Indeed, the 
danger is that this complaisance should be carried 
too far. But there is an adaptation not unbe- 
seeming the wise and good. The gentle strain of 
teaching which breathes of flowers and birds, the 
mountain and the lake, is not suitable to bigoted 
theologians and atrabilious devotees living on the 
arid and stony soil of Jerusalem. The Great 
Bishop and Shepherd of souls reasons with Nico- 
demus, or with the Pharisees, in a strain very differ- 
ent from that which He adopts to the Galileans. 

{p) Again ; we find in this Gospel more words 
addressed to His own. Parables were not so fitting 
for continued instruction, addressed to those who 
were to go forth from His Presence to teach the 
world. Read the chapters from the fourteenth to 
the seventeenth. Those divine deeps with human 
emotions quivering on them like light upon the 
surface of the sea, that soliloquy of the High 
Priest, pleading with His Father, are absolutely 
peculiar to this Gospel, absolutely unique. Is it 
strange that the language which expresses them 
should be unique also } 

{c) But, finally, if we have not parables in St. 
John, have we not evidence in the words of Jesus 

O 
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there, of the tone of thought, which, under fitting 
circumstances, would create parables? What are 
the comparisons of the Shepherd and the Vine but 
parables in germ ? Note how outward things are 
handled by the Master ; with what associations He 
invests the water of the well, the bread with which 
He feeds the people, the light that falls upon the 
Temple at dawn, the grain of wheat, the vine, the 
sheep.^ From what manner of mind should we 
expect parables ? Surely from that to which nature 
is transparent, which in the noble words written by 
Southey for the monument of Butler, finds "in 
outward and visible things the type and evidence 
of those within the veil." If, then, in St. John's 
Gospel we find no parables expanded, we find a 
number of parables compressed.* 

This seems to be a natural place for noticing 
one objection which has been confidently made 
against the historical truth of the Gospel. This 
objection is based upon the undeniable likeness 
between the language of our Lord in the Gospel, 
and that of St. John in his Epistles. Are we to 

^ " The things of earth 

Are copies of the things in heaven, more close, 
More clear, more near, more intricately linked, 
More subtly, than men guess. Mysterious — 
Finger on lip — whispering to wistful ears, 
Nature doth shadow spirit. " 

Sir E. Arnold, The Light of the Worlds p. 171. 
- St. John iv. 14 ; vi. 32 35 sqq. ; ix. 5 ; xii. 24 ; xv. 1-9 ; 
X. I-17. 
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admit that we are forced to trace " the monotonous 
tone " of John*s own style in the discourses, which 
can, therefore, lay no claim to historical accuracy ? 
There are reasons which enable us to answer this 
question in the negative. 

{a) The likeness between the style of the dis- 
courses and that of St. John is somewhat over- 
stated. 

The word Logos (which we meet in the Prologue 
of the Gospel, in the first Epistle, and in the 
Apocalypse^) is not applied by Jesus to Himself 
in any passage of His discourses. Hengstenberg 
argues, and apparently with reason, that light and 
darkness are used with different intentions in the 
Epistle and Gospel ; signifying in the Gospel the 
region of salvation, and the awful tract beyond ; 
in the Epistle moral good and evil. The 
doctrine of propitiation and purification by the 
blood of Christ is stated with less reserve in 
the Epistle than in our Lord*s teaching in the 
Gospel.^ 

There are other differences for an attentive 
student, which belong to deeper characteristics of 
thought and style. He who has made an attempt 
really to master the Epistle of St John, will have 
been struck by two peculiarities, (i) As we read, 
we find a collection of apparently isolated divine 

* St. John i. 1-15 ; i St. John i. I ; Apoc. i. 2 ; xix. 13. 
3 Cf. I St. John i. 7, with St. John iii. 16. 

O 2 
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yv&fJMi, of sentences generally short, and almost 
lapidary, in their strong simple incisiveness. These 
sentences superficially seem to be quite discon- 
nected. Yet a connection there is, spiritual rather 
than logical, ethical more than intellectual, real not 
verbal. (2) A second characteristic is that, in 
passage after passage, the eagle of God seems to 
wheel round and round favourite thoughts. But it 
will be found that there is a perpetual line of 
advance, not mere spiral revolution. There is 
parallelism ; but not the " mere monotonous 
parallelism, the cycloidal composition and eternal 
tautology," with which the expression of Hebrew 
thought has been charged by Herder. It is a parallel- 
ism, or oppositio cum accessione^ as critics have ex- 
pressed it.^ To take one instance out of many. 
" He that hateth his brother is in darkness even 
until now.** Then — " he that hateth his brother 
is in darkness." Now note the accession to the 
parallelism, giving a solemn eloquence to the close 
of the verse, " He is in darkness," his inward con- 
dition — "and walketh in darkness," his outward 
life — "and knoweth not whither he goeth," to 
what unsuspected guilt, to what unsurmised punish- 
ment. Something worse still — rworse than darkness 
around, above, within. " The darkness blinded him 
once for all ; he has lost the very faculty of light." * 

^ See Reiche, Comment. Criticus, torn. iii. in loc. 
-^ ^TtJ^Xwo-c. I St. John ii. 9, lo, u. 



V OF THE GOSPELS X97 

It may be asserted that neither of these peculiari- 
ties is anything like so marked in the discourses of 
our Lord in the Gospel. 

{b) The opening words of the first Epistle show 
us that St John would have found an insuperable 
moral objection to placing discourses in the mouth 
of Jesus. "That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard'' ^ This at once recalls to us, 
the words of Jesus, more especially His discourses 
in St. John's Gospel. The very place of this clause 
in the sentence, where hearing stands out above 
sight and handlings shows us the reverence with 
which he regarded the words of the eternal Word. 
It shows us that he would have shrunk from the 
profanity of turning his Gospel into a fiction or a 
drama, and inventing language for the Incarnate 
Wisdom of God. 

{c) But, if the similarity between the style of the 
discourses and that of the Epistle is exaggerated 
by many, it is, at least, after all deductions, very 
remarkable. And, if we reject with indignation, 
on behalf of the Apostle, the supposition that he 
would invent language, and place it in the lips of 
his Master ; can we find a satisfactory solution of 
the difficulty } 

Assuredly we can. 

Christ, in the days of His flesh, expressed His 
divine knowledge in words. In His teaching there 

^ \ St. John i. I. 
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were two elements, referred to by Himself in the 
antithesis — " if I have told you of earthly things 
... if I tell you of heavenly things^ ^ " Earthly 
and heavenly," is not equivalent to easy and diffi- 
cult. But " heavenly " comprises dogmatic objective 
truths, connected with the nature of God, and the 
counsels of His grace. " Earthly," again, assuredly 
does not mean earth-born or carnal.^ To that soul 
whose home was beyond the stars, in the bosom of 
God, things which seem to us the most heavenly, 
are on earth after all.^ * They are of heaven indeed, 
from heaven, even now, on the line which seems to 
blend with the heaven beyond.* But they have for 
their subject-matter the teaching of truth, not as it 
is in itself, but as it meets with a creature like 
man, as it is capable of being morally tested and 
experienced by us. Others, then, recorded those 
words, which rather belonged to the circle of " the 
things on earth," ^ or which made a greater impres- 
sion at the time of their delivery. The Sermon on 
the Mount, spoken upon a height in Galilee to a 
great assemblage, sank into a thousand hearts, and 
found its way into the earliest memoirs. The con- 
versation with Nicodemus by night, the dialogue 

^ St. John iii. I2. 

- The word is ^irf^eia, not yfiita. 

2 iviyfia. 

* *' In marginc c'di." 

Beng. /// uh\ 
^ ivlytia. 
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with the Samaritan woman, the discourse in the 
Temple, would not lie so near the surface of 
Christian recollection. 

Of these two elements, then, in the teaching of 
Christ, there was one with which the mind o'f St. 
John had a constitutional affinity. He appropriated 
" the heavenly things." They sank into his soul. 
They were taken up into the substance of his in- 
tellectual and spiritual being. Those who have 
been much with the great masters of thought and 
language, though only through the medium of their 
books, show by their words and ideas the high 
company which they have been keeping. Tennyson, 
Browning, and Arnold impose the very faults 
of their diction upon a generation of poetasters. 
A very thoughtful theologian wrote : — " I trace so 
distinctly to Bishop Butler the origin of the 
soundest and clearest views that I possess upon the 
human mind, that I could not write upon this, or 
any kindred subject, without a consciousness that 
I was directly or indirectly borrowing largely 
from him." ^ Common studies and schools, and 
tutors, impress subtle similarities of literary form 
and colour. Modern Oxford men are liable to 
sudden conversions, and are drifted to havens upon 
the most distant shores of thought But there is 
the old trick of voice. " Coelum non animum mu- 

^ Bishop O'Brien, Preface to Tivo Sermons upon the Human 
Nature of our Lor it 
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tant." The autobiography of the Oxford politician 
is curiously like the Apologia of the Oxford 
Oratorian. But much more is this the case, where 
the charm of personal influence is added. '* I may 
be allowed," says an eloquent writer, " to take this 
opportunity of claiming, once for all, for the pupils 
of Arnold, the privilege and pleasure of using his 
words, and adopting his thoughts, without the 
necessity of specifying, in every instance, the source 
from which they have been derived." ^ Those who, 
nearly half a century ago, on Sunday afternoons 
used to listen with spell-bound interest to the calm, 
sweet voice of the remarkable man who was then 
Vicar of St. Mary's ; who told us of 

— ** his misery's signs, 
And how the dying spark of hope was fed, 
And how the heart was soothed, and how the head ; 
And all his hourly varied anodynes " — 

will sometimes find a phrase, a word, a sentence 
coming to their lips or falling from their pen — or 
hear them in the sermons, and recognize them in 
the writings of others, which they can trace to a 
teacher, from whom they are now separated by the 
whole breadth of the spiritual world. 

We have freely used analogies, drawn from our 
own days, and from men not long since living, 
because they may enable us to feel more vividly 
how probable it is that the style of St. John should 

* Dean Stanley. Preface to Essays on the Apostolic Age. 
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be like that of the discourses in the Gospel. Re- 
member that the disciple was John, and the Master 
Jesus. Those favourite words — "light and dark- 
ness, life and death, love and hate, truth and lie, 
world and abiding " — were not terms which he had 
taught himself to apply to the designation of his 
own ideas. He had heard them in the long golden 
hush of the summer-evenings by the shore of the 
Lake of Galilee ; in the sorrow of the guest- 
chamber ; between the brook of Kedron and the 
garden of the Agony ; during the days when the 
Risen Lord spoke to them " of the things pertain- 
ing to the Kingdom of God." He had not only 
enshrined them in his memory. He had made 
them so livingly his own, had appropriated them 
so profoundly, that he could use them with unerr- 
ing precision and definiteness. Expressions which 
occur in the Gospel historically and occasionally 
were taken into the Apostle's soul. No longer as 
it were in block, but rounded and smoothed like 
stones by the continual friction of the water, they 
appear in the Epistles, in a sententious, aphoristic 
form. " Is it John, the son of Zebedce," it has 
been asked, " who could write these lessons of 
abstract metaphysics, to which neither the 
synoptics nor the Talmud present any analogy } " 
Certainly, for he had heard them from Christ. In 
one instance, at least, he shows that he knew words 
previously recorded in the synoptics. "Jesus Him- 
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self testified that a prophet hath no honour .in his 
own country." ^ Sometimes we can see that the 
thought latent in an expression in the synoptics, is 
present to him. " He spake of the Temple of His 
Body," — " He dwelt among us," ^ are but commen- 
taries upon the sentence in St. Matthew — *' there is 
something here greater than the Temple."^ The 
synoptical Jesus teaches nothing, we are told, but 
morality, — the Joannic nothing but theology and 
metaphysics. What shall we say to such texts as 
these — "all things are delivered unto Me of My 
Father, and no man knoweth the Son but the 
Father, neither knoweth any man the Father save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal 
Him." " If David call Him Lord, how is He his 
Son } " " I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth." * Have not these sentences of Jesus in 
the synoptics the same ring with the highest 
utterances in the spiritual evangelist } 

We may conclude without hesitation that John 
did not give language to Christ, but Christ to John. 

3. We proceed to consider the Leading Idea of 
St. John's Gospel in the sacraments. 

In the earlier evangelists their institution is re- 



' St. John iv. 44. Cj. St. Matthew xiii. 57. St. Mark vi. 4, 
St. Luke iv. 24. 

- iffxiivcixrfv, St. John i. 14 ; ii. 21. 

3 rod hpov fJLuiov 4ar\v «5€. St. Matthew xii. 6. 

^ St. Matthew xi. 27 ; xxii. 45 ; St. Luke x. 21, 
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corded very fully. It is omitted in St. John. Why 
is this } 

(a) It is true, and so far perfectly satisfactory, 
to answer that this Gospel was written considerably 
later than the others. The Church was fully or- 
ganized. It enjoyed its weekly celebration. It knew 
of the institution of the Eucharist, not only from 
the three synoptics, but from the special revelation 
made to St. Paul.^ 

(b) But the answer which it is the privilege of the 
Church's children to give, is deeper and more 
blessed than this, however valid it may be for 
apologetic purposes. St. John does treat of the 
sacraments. 

Can we doubt it } The sacred history and ritual 
observances of the Jews, even ecclesiastical institu- 
tions of later date, are transfigured and glorified in 
this Gospel. Jacob's ladder, the Temple, the 
serpent in the wilderness, the manna, the Paschal 
lamb, the beautiful ceremonial of drawing water in 
golden pitchers from the fountain of Siloam at the 
Feast of Tabernacles in remembrance of the water 
gushing from the rock, — all these are spiritualized 
and idealized in St. John's Gospel.^ 

And again, the Apostle's heart is so full of 
sacraments, that in his Epistle he treats them with 

^ I Corinthians xi. 23. 

- St. John i. 52; ii. 21 ; Hi. 14, 15; vi. 49; vi. 32, 35; vii. 
37, 40- 
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a mysticism, which is not dark to those who love. 
" There are Three that bear witness, the Spirit, 
and the Water, and the Blood." ^ Of these Three 
the Gospel is full, section after section. John 
speaks of a trinity of testimony on earth, the three 
" genuine witnesses," ^ " the shadow of the Blessed 
Trinity in heaven " of which he thought, but — so 
far as our evidence extends — did not write. And 
what is that testimony } " The water " — and the 
water of which the faithful know is that for the 
mystical washing away of sin. " The blood " — the 
Atonement, and the cup by whose wine we are 
partakers of it. " The Spirit " — the one Baptizer, 
the one Consecrator, for " by one Spirit we are all 
baptized into one body, and have all been made to 
drink into one Spirit." ^ With these considerations 
before us, we shall not rob the Gospel of St. John 
of its sacramental jewels. The words of Jesus in 
the third of St. John, addressed to an age full of 
baptismal ideas, can have but one meaning. No 
critical ingenuity, no "licentious alchemy" of 
interpretation can ever prove that water and the 
Spirit are equivalent to the Spirit without the water. 
So with the sixth chapter. There may be, and 
there are, objections to making our Lord's dis- 
course there exclusively sacramental. But to sever it 

* I St. John V. 7, 8. 

- Lightfoot. On Revision. W 25. 

^ } Corinthians xii, 13, 
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from the sacrament, to make it unsacramental, is 
contrary even to common sense. It is impossible 
that the Apostles should not have been reminded 
of it, when the Holy Communion was instituted. 
It is impossible not to think of the Eucharist, as 
we read it now. It has been said by the most 
evangelical of commentators, "that Jesus inten- 
tionally so framed His words, that — while they 
treated at once and for ever of the spiritual fruition 
— they yet fitted into the august mystery of the 
sacrament when it was ordained, and which He 
evidently had in His mind." ^ 

In this Gospel, then, St. John treats the sacra- 
ments as he has treated so many other things. He 
spiritualises nature, history, ritual, miracles. But 
to spiritualise is not to evaporate, to " subtilise into 
a metaphor." He spiritualises Baptism and the 
Eucharist. That is to say, he shows us their ideal 
side ; he lights them up from above and from 
within. 

We may put the same truth in another form by 
saying that Water is a Leading Idea of the fourth 
Gospel. 

So long as St. John's Gospel lasts the water 
must " ever bear witness." ^ There is scarcely a 
paragraph of it where water is not mentioned, 
generally with some relation to Christ. The Jordan 

* Bengel. 

^ Tpcis cior^v oX fAapTvpovi'r€S...rh fiUvp. I St. John v. 7, 8. 
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itself bears witness as it rolls that all its water can- 
not give that which is bestowed by Him who " was 
before " the Baptist. The water that was made 
wine testifies to His glory. The birth of " water 
and of the Spirit " is His witness, age after age. In 
section after section, we have the same Leading 
Idea. The water of Jacob's well, — of the pool of 
Bethesda ; of the stormy lake upon which He 
walked, or outpoured at the Feast of Tabernacles ; 
the water of Siloam ; the water poured into the 
basin, when Jesus washed the disciples' feet ; the 
water which flowed from the riven side upon the 
cross ; the water of the Sea of Galilee, when Jesus 
showed himself on its beach to the seven ; as long 
as this is read in the Gospel, so long water must be 
recognized as one of its Leading Ideas.^ Water, 
literal water, is everywhere. He loved it from the 
associations of his early life, and for the mention 
made of it by his Master .^ And of all writers in the 
world, St. John is the least likely to have joined 
without necessity, an external and material object 
with the Spirit. Never would he have written — 
" except a man be bom of water and of the Spirit " 
— unless Jesus had expressly joined the two. The 

1 St. John i. l6, 19, 31, 33 ; ii. 9 ; iv. 46 ; iii. 5 ; iv. 5, 7, 11, 
12 ; V. I, 8 ; vi. 19 ; vii. 35, 37 ; ix. 7 ; xiii. i, 14 ; xix. 34 ; 
XX. 1-8. It is interesting to note that water is constantly noted in 
the other great book which the Church believes to be from St. John. 
(Apoc. vii. 7 ; xiv. 7 ; xvi. 5 ; xxi. 6 ; xxii. I- 1 7. 

■-• See Neander. Life of Christ, P. 187. 
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inner meaning is that St. John's reverence for 
Baptism sanctified, in his estimation, all the waters 
of earth.^ Even so, for the sake of the Eucharist, 
every vine was a hallowed type, and all bread a 
sacred thing.^ 

^ Cyi i»,'f\ri r'h fi9up 96yaTai Ka\v<rai ris. Acts x. 47. The 
writer ventures to refer to his Epistles of St. John, Pp. 28, 29. 
226-228. 

* The "tragic significance " (to use Lange's words) of the Jewish 
feasts in the life of our Lord is certainly a Leading Idea of St. John 
(ii. 13 ; V. I ; vi. 4 ; vii. 2, 37 ; x. 22 ; xi. 55 ; xiii. I ; xviii. 28, 
39 ; xix. 31). 
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NOTE A 

No thoughtful Christian can fail to have been struck by the fact 
that, except those few words which our Master ** with His finger 
wrote upon the ground," He wrote nothing. He did not bow down 
over a table piled with manuscripts, and in hours of meditative 
thought during which He outwatched the stars erect a monument 
which might be admired by a succession of sages and critics. He 
did not write out the complete text of an elaborate system of 
theology. He went forth into the throng of men. He spoke by the 
highways and the lake-side, in words which, if they were high as 
heaven and deep as the transparent lake, were in form broad and 
popular. When we consider the analogy of the *' tables that were 
the work of God," and of *' the writing that was the writing of God," 
and the value of books in excluding error and securing permanence — 
we ask why did He not write ? There is one reason, derived from 
His nature. In great books the truest element of greatness is the 
conviction that we can trace the pathway of a superior mind in pur- 
suit of truth. When such a writer comes to the close of prolonged 
labours, he can utter his heureka — I have found the truth. He does 
not say — I have found the truth. He does say — " I am the Truth.'* 
We may answer the question why Jesus did not write, with the 
philosopher of the Middle Ages. The thought of Jesus is preserved 
in a diviner way, according to the great promise — " I will put my 
Law in their mind, and write it in their heart. " That which was 
done by the members was virtually done by the Head. It will be 
seen that, in this sense, the Gospels themselves may be looked upon 
as part of His teaching. 
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Jesus wrote no book. — See Neander. Life of Christy p. 104. 

The whole question is well discussed by Thomas Aquinas. 
^^ Summary, 

** It might seem that Christ ought to have written : for — 

** I. Writing is best for an immortal doctrine. St. Luke xxi. 33. 

**2. The analogy of the Old Iaw. Deuteronomy xxiv. i ; xxxii. 
16; xxxi. 18; xxiv. 12. 

**3. More complete exclusion of error. 

"4. Avoidance of misrepresentation. :Some are wont to be 
surprised because the Lord Himself wrote nothing, so that we must 
believe others writing of Him. This is specially said by that class 
of Pagans, and of others, who will not openly blaspheme, and who 
allow Him surpassing wisdom, but simply as Man. They say that 
the disciples gave Him more than His due, so as to call Him 
God. 

** Yet it is matter of fact that He wrote nothing. 

* ' Answer. 

"I. The more excellent mode suited the most excellent Teacher. 
Cf St. Matthew v. i., vii. 28. The analogy of Pythagoras and of 
Socrates who wTote nothing. 

**2. The most excellent doctrine cannot be cramped into books. 
Cf St. John xxi. 25. (St. Augustine says — * not that there would 
not lie local room, but capacitate legentium comprehendi non 
posse.'*) 

"3. Due order through disciples to people. Mystical reference 
to Proverbs ix. 3. 

"Again. 

" I. What was done by the members was done by the Head. Qui 
facit per alium facit per se. 

* ' 2. The old law might be written, but 2 Corinthians iii. 3. 

"3. Those who believed not Apostles would not have believed 
Christ." 

Cajetan adds some good thoughts, showing how this was more 
worthy of Christ's divine glory. 

** Christ teaches, like God^ not by writing. Analogy of God's 
mode of teaching natural things. 

P 
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"Jeremiah xxxi. 33. He will prove His doctrine one of spirit 
and life, not of death and the letter. Christ, knowing that this 
internal teaching was reserved to Him as Lord, committed not His 
writing to paper, as if the doctrine must perish if the writing were 
lost, which He would preserve for ever by the inward light of His 
Spirit " — D. Thom^. Summa Theolog. cum Comment, Caietaui. 
Qusest. xlii. art. iv. Tom iv. f. 142. 

Mr. Latham shows, with much vigour and clearness, what advan- 
tages ensue from the Gospels "being narrative instead of didactic, 
and coming from the evangelists instead of from Christ." He also 
powerfully sets forth the evils which might have arisen from bondage 
to the letter. Pastor Pasforum, (Pp. 13, 14.) 
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THE LEADING IDEAS OF ST. JOHN'S 

GOSPEL 

B 

In delineation of characters ; in the 
. growth of belief and unbelief ; in re- 
cording witness to christ. 

The great Leading Idea of the fourth Gospel is 
the Divine glory of Christ in the Incarnation. It 
has, also, its own Leading Ideas about the miracles, 
the discourses, and the sacraments. 

We proceed to consider other Leading Ideas. 

I 

In the delineations of character.^ The pro- 
foundest thinkers, the most deeply reflective men, 
are not always the acutest observers, or the most 

' This is also a leading characteristic of St. Luke, [supra^ iv. B. 
(a).] But the two evangelists produce their results by a different 
process. St. Luke describes the character by some delicate psycho- 

P 2 
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judicious critics of individual character. Jesus 
alone both knew all men — the infinitely delicate 
traits which distinguished one from the other, the 
individual souls who crossed the pathway of His 
life on earth — and also " knew what was in man," 
in our collective humanity.^ St. John, "the Plato 
of the Twelve," as he has been called, appears to 
have been endowed with some reflection of the 
power to read men as well as man. As we pierce 
through the mists of the past ; as we try to give 
form and features to those whose ideal lineaments 
we have seen so often on the painter's canvas, or 
glorified by the sunshine in the cathedral- window ; 
as we bring before us the Incarnate Lord, and the 
company by whom He was surrounded ; we find 
that we owe yet more to St. John than even to St. 
Luke. The transparent simplicity of Nathanael ; 
the noble humility of the Baptist ; the sensual 
nature of the Samaritan woman ; the rude blunt- 
ness of the blind man ; the yearning of Philip ; the 

logical touch, or by the course of the narrative, or by preserving 
some word of insight spoken by the Master. St. John lights up the 
life and character more dramatically by some word spoken at a 
critical time of a man's life by him self y in some way containing a 
revelation of the inner being, of its attitude and purpose. St. Luke's 
delineation of character is diilactic, St. John's liramatic. (St. Luke 
ii. 19-51 ; V. 9 ; vii. 47 ; x. 40 ; xi. 53, 54 ; xix. 2, lO ; xxiii. 8-1 1. 
St. John i. 4i-43» 49; "i- 2-4; cf. vii. 51; iv. 15, 19, 25; vi. 
68, 69 ; ix. 36, 38 ; xi. 21-27 ; xii. 21 ; xiii. 9 ; xiv. 5 {cf. xi. 16 — 
Thomas's character self-painted in two sentences of his own) xii. 28. 
* j>t. Jchn ii. 24, 25. 
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passionate tenderness of Magdalene ; the weakness 
of the sceptical Pilate ; the contrasted characters of 
Judas Iscariot, of Peter and John, of the Judas who 
was not Iscariot ; the melancholy of Thomas, 
doubting just because he loves : all these we owe, 
wholly or in part, to St. John. One really cannot 
sympathise with those who complain of the per- 
petual iteration and monotony of St. John. When 
a man accuses the Alps or the ocean of monotony, 
we may fairly suspect that there is a deficiency in 
himself. But while each character is individually 
true, each also is a type of a class, with permanent 
and universal features. 

High above all is the figure of the Saviour, as 
St. John would have us see it. The power of that 
representation may be faintly illustrated by com- 
paring one portion of St. John's narrative with the 
device whereby a painter has striven to represent 
it. We turn to the discourse of the guest-chamber. 
A great artist wishes to combine the divine melan- 
choly and divine peace ; the exquisitely blended 
joy and sorrow ; the majestic sweetness of the 
" peace I leave with you," with the reproachful 
sadness of '* ye shall leave Me alone." But he finds 
that he has no materials by which he can present 
to us simultaneously the deepening shadow of the 
human anguish, and the fulness of the sustaining 
love. And so just above the Lord reclining at the 
table a window is opened ; and through it faintly 
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and dimly are suggested rather than sketched 
Gethsemane, as it was an hour or two later — three 
sleeping forms and Another that kneels, and a 
winged shape flitting through the night towards 
the olives, with a cup in his hand.^ 

We may, perhaps, best be able to bring out St. 
John's peculiar power of delineating character by 
directing our attention to his representation of the 
Baptist. 

Before doing so we may just remind ourselves 
by a brief quotation from Eusebius that St. John 
refers to the synoptical books.^ " After the fasting 
and temptation Matthew shows us the chronology 
of his book, saying — ' now when Jesus had heard 
that John was cast into prison, He departed into 
GaHlee.'" So Mark and Luke in the parallels.* 
It is said that on account of these things, the 
evangelist John, having been asked to relate in 
his Gospel the time passed over by the three former 
evangelists in silence, and the things done in it 
by the Saviour (z>., the things before the imprison- 
ment of the Baptist), gave his assent ; first by 
writing — " this beginning of miracles did Jesus " — 

^ These sentences were written with a lively recollection of a 
beautiful article in the Spectator^ which appeared probably in 
1866. 

* De Wette and DoUinger have gone so far as to say that the 
reference is intended as a correction, 

* St. Matthew iv. 12 ; St. Mark i. 14 ; St. Luke iii. 20 ; St 
John iv. 14-31. 
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then by mentioning the Baptist as even then 
"baptizing in ^non near to Salim." And he 
shows this distinctly by saying — " for John was not 
yet cast into prison." ^ 

What is the originality of the Baptist's character 
even in the synoptics ? Not the ascetic garb and 
fare. Herein he did but profess to imitate Elijah. 
Not " boldly rebuking vice." Elijah and Micaiah 
stood up as bravely to Ahab. Not even " patiently 
suffering for the truth's sake." The mutilated body, 
" stretched upon the threshold of Christianity," only 
marks the via dolorosa, over which the whole arm}' 
of martyrs have passed to their crown. 

It is to something else that we must look as 
constituting his originality. 

The world recognizes jealousy as the chief weak- 
ness of popular leaders and preachers. Such men 
are spiritual athletes who cannot bear a rival. The 
greatest of popular preachers, the darling of Antioch 
and Constantinople, admits that he who can over- 
come this is almost like the disembodied spirits, 
whose lives, pure as the crystal stream, can never 
be darkened by any shadow of envy, or vainglory, 
or other sickly or unworthy passion.^ But the leader 
of a great party in a nation ; the founder of a sect, 

^ St. John ii. II ; iii. 23, 24. EusEB. Pamph., Histor, Eccles. 
iii. 24. Cf. TisCHEND. Synopsis Evang. xxlv., xxvi. 

' cf ^^ Tis...d/ito/us rats axfrnyAtoiS fitK^r^cr^ iiaKticrOai iuydfitaiv 
at fi'firt il>06v<ff fJ^^'re B6^ris ipwri^ fvfirc iriptp rtvX roiovr^ Brip&yrai 
yoff'fifjMri. S. JOANN. ChrysosT. Be Sac. v. 8. 
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which has vitality enough to live on for years ; who 
was possibly even regarded by some as Messiah, 
when St. John presided at Ephesus — that he should 
have bowed down in prostrate humiliation before a 
younger successor, this is original indeed. 

The Baptist was distinguished by strength, in- 
dependence, purity. 

By strength. If ever there was a man unlike the 
lithe reed that gives itself to be tossed ^ by the wind, 
it was the Baptist. Your strong man is self-con- 
scious. He has presided over the slow and painful 
elaboration of his character. He has looked on 
with satisfaction at the stiffening of his moral fibre 
into steel, and knows what it is worth. " Humility," 
it has truly enough been said, " has never been a 
feature of strong Jewish natures." Yet this strong 
man says — *' He that cometh after me is stronger 
than I." 2 

Independence is another of his characteristics. 
Yet, like David in God's presence declaring " I 
will be base in my own sight," so the Baptist ex- 
claims, " Whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop 
down and unloose." ^ 

Above all the Baptist was pure. An effective 
moral teacher must " in purity of manhood stand 
upright." Never could he have brought men to 
repentance, if he had not himself repented. The 

^ <TdK€v6fi,cvov. St. Matthew, xi. 7. 

' iVxwfwJTcpos. ' St. John i. 27. 
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words " generation of vipers " would have been a 
mere scream of impotent rage, if he had not crushed 
the serpent in his own heart. Yet, in the presence 
of Jesus, that pure soul seems black like the waters 
of a mountain-lake in the neighbourhood of the 
newly-fallen snow. The baptism of water he knew ; 
of the baptism of fire, searching and sifting to the 
marrow, he recognized the need — " I have need to 
be baptized of Thee." 

This abnegation it is which is so thoroughly 
original. Nothing in the Baptist's early life can 
account for it. Only sons, like the child of the 
aged Zacharias, are not commonly very unselfish. 
It ill becomes us, lounging in our easy chairs, the 
" heirs of all the ages " in cookery and scientific 
comfort, to sneer at asceticism. But unnatural 
humility in one direction is sometimes made up for 
by unnatural pride in another. The haughtiest of 
the sons of men have worn haircloth next their skin, 
and lived upon fare less delicate than locusts and 
wild honey. The solution is not given by Renan, 
when he says — " there is no other instance of the 
chief of a school receiving, with prostrate humility, 
the man who is to succeed and to eclipse him. But 
the Baptist was of the same age as Christ, and very 
young according to the ideas of the times — and 
youth is capable of any abnegation." One knows 
not what young men will think of the interesting 
quality thus ascribed to youth. Those who are 
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older probably agree with Aristotle, who tells us in 
his R/tetoriCy that " the young are fond of honour, 
or rather fond of victory ; for youth desires superi- 
ority," and that "young men are high-souled." 
He adds the reason with profound truth. They 
are not permanently subdued by the humiliating 
discipline of lifc.^ 

We have dwelt upon this central characteristic 
of the Baptist at some length, because the way in 
which it is grasped by St. John illustrates one 
peculiarity of his Gospel. All his delineation of 
the Baptist brings out this note of his character (of 
course in measure perceived by the synoptics) 
with increasing clearness — "he confessed and denied 
not, but confessed I am not the Christ ; " — * behold 
the Lamb of God ; " " He must increase, but I 
must decrease.*' ^ It is the Baptist's picture seen 
in the light of his utter self-abnegation.^ 

As in the case of this delineation of character, 
so it is with all others in this Gospel. The portraits 

^ /cal tJi.fyaK6y^vxoi' otht ydp inrh rov $iov vw rerairelvayrai &AA^ 
rwy avayxaiay Aircipoi clffiv, Koi rh a^iovy avrhy fitydKcoy fxtyoKo- 
\|rwx»a. See the whole of the splendid delineation of the ^dos of 
ytdrfjs. Arist. Rhetoric^ ii. 12 (pp. 89-91, edit. Bekker). 

' St. John i. 19, 20, 39, 46 ; iii. 30. 

* The synoptical delineation of the Baptist is, in one respect, 
analogous to its delineation of the Saviour. It is the loftiest and 
most spiritual aspectsof character which are chiefly in the view of the 
fourth evangelist. Hence the Baptist's Christological conceptions in 
the fourth Gospel appear to be more evangelical than we should 
gather from the synoptics alone. 
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of St. John are idealized pictures. But let us 
understand the word. We see the likeness of an 
ordinary face, endowed with a sort of vapid and 
unmeaning beauty ; a coarse face, padded and 
coloured by a cunning hand. People recognise the 
likeness and say, " it is such an one, only a little 
idealized!' No ! A face surprised with the glow 
of a virtuous feeling, or the visible inspiration of a 
triumphant thought ; seen transfigured, interpreted 
in the light of an idea^ of the idea of its life, this is 
an idealized picture. And such are the pictures in 
St. John. 

We hear much of the " unhistorical character of 
St. John's school." But who are the really great 
masters of fiction } Not those who cover reams 
of paper with fine writing ; but those who with the 
decided hand of genius strike off characters in a 
few bold lines, — those in whose pages the person and 
the words which he speaks are perfectly adapted. 
All competent readers feel that in Shakespeare 
there is no image, however exquisite, which would 
not lose by being detached from its context ; no 
speech which would not sufier by being placed in 
other lips. If it be so, either the old man, with 
the senile style of which we hear so much, was a 
mighty dramatic genius ; or, there is literal truth 
in the words — " that which we have seen and heard, 
declare we unto you." 
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II. 

There are two more Leading Ideas in St. John's 
Gospel. 

I. It was intended to show the growth of belief 
and unbelief round our Lord's Person. We see 
the tide gathering, until at last it goes over the 
head of the victim. Three miracles form three 
points round which it gathers — the healing of the 
Bethesda, the cure of the blind man, the resurrection 
of Lazarus. 

Let us take another important instance. 

We have seen that the special miracles recorded 
by the synoptics are omitted by St. John, with the 
exception of the feeding of the five thousand, 
and of the incident which immediately follows it. 
Why do the circles intersect here } 

No doubt the importance of the discourse in 
the synagogue at Capernaum, and the symbolical 
character of the miracle, are sufficient to account 
for this. Historically also these passages, taken in 
conjunction with the beginning of the seventh 
chapter, show us, that (while the synoptics 
mainly follow the Galilean Ministry, and St. John 
that in Jerusalem) the fourth evangelist was 
perfectly acquainted with the Galilean Ministry. 
For the Passover, mentioned in the sixth chapter, 
occurred in April ; the Feast of Tabernacles in the 
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seventh chapter, in the end of September, or the 
beginning of October.^ St. John then tells us that 
in the interval, " Jesus was walkmg in Galilee," 
which perfectly describes one main external feature 
of the Galilean Ministry.* 

But, assuredly, one object which the evangelist 
had in view was to trace out the progress of belief 
and unbelief. And in the fifth and sixth chapters 
we have two forms of unbelief contrasted. The un- 
belief of Jerusalem — "the Jews sought to kill 
Him," — the unbelief of Galilee — " this is an hard 
saying, who can hear it .'* " " Many of His disciples 
went back, and walked no more with Him."^ 
Types of two forms of unbelief in all ages ! One 
is sad or contemptuous, another fanatical. One 
sneers, another strikes. One sighs, another grinds 
its teeth. One would kill Him if it could ; another 
turns upon its heel. One curses Him, and ridicules 
the sacred wounds ; another only pierces His 
loving heart by leaving Him alone. 

The very miracle is mentioned here, because it 
led to unbelief. 

2. The fourth Gospel is throughout pervaded by 
the Idea of human witness, of human testimony to 

^ vSt. John vi. 4 ; vii. 2, 14. 

" 7r6;>ieir<{T€i b *lriffovs iv t^ TaXiXaiaj St. John vii. I. — "Ex 
Hcbraismo, ut alia verba eundi, versor, comnioror. vii. i ; xi. 54, 
in quibus locis simul respicitur quod Jesus ambulando docebaL^^ — 
Hretschneider, Lrx. Man. s.v. 

^ St. John v. 18 ; vi. 60, 66. 
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Christ — from the Baptist ; from the disciples ; from 
the Jews at Jerusalem, during the first Passover ; 
from the people which were with Him when He 
called Lazarus out of the grave ; from the Pharisees 
who believed, but did not confess ; from himself, 
who saw the blood and water coming from the 
pierced side ; from Pilate and Caiaphas. 

St. John delights to arrest and make permanent 
the burning cries of confession wrung from the 
hearts of man. From the Baptist, "behold the 
Lamb of God ! " from Nathanael, " Rabbi ! Thou 
art the Son of God ;" from the Samaritan woman, 
" is not this the Christ } " from Peter, " we believe 
that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God ; " from the people, " when Christ cometh will 
He do more miracles than these which this man 
hath done } " from the officers, " never man spake 
like this man ; *' from the blind man, " Lord, I 
believe ; " from Martha, " I believe that Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of God ; '* From Pilate, " I find 
no fault in Him ;" from Thomas, "my Lord and 
my God." Wonderful music ! drawn from the heart 
ofman by the hand of faith, running up the scales 
from its faintest and lowest note — " Thou art the 
King of Israel," — to its grandest and richest har- 
mony, " my Lord and my God." ^ 

And here it may be mentioned, how with a grave 

' St. John i. 29, 36, 49 ; iv. 29 ; vi. 69 ; vii. 31, 46 ; ix. 38 ; xi. 
27 ; xix. 4 ; xx. 28. 
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and gracious irony St. John, again and again, takes 
up the supposed objections, which in reality were 
so many proofs. Thus — '*then said the Jews 
among themselves, whither will He go, that we 
shall not find Him } Will He go unto the dispersed 
among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles } " 
Easily answered by Gentiles, who were addressed 
by the Apostle from a Gentile city, in a Gentile 
language.! Again — " some said, shall Christ come 
out of Galilee ? Hath not the Scripture said, that 
Christ Cometh out of the seed of David, and out of 
the town of Bethlehem, where David was ? '* ^ And 
so, when men allow themselves to exclaim trium- 
phantly, ** John knew nothing of the birth in 
Bethlehem " — we can only say that they know little 
of John. 

(a) One Idea of this Gospel, then, is that it is a 
Gospel of witness, of human witness, to our Lord. 
Faith, in one aspect of it, is a plant which is in- 
tended to rise upward by twining round the pillar 
of evidence. We may see how much plausibility 
there is in the sneering assertion that the " Joannic 
school used, without scruple, the principle which was 
destined to become Hegelian, it oug/ii to be so, erg^Oy 
it IS ; " and *' that it is, more and more, an admitted 
principle of criticism, that if we would write history y 
we must mould our conception after the type in the 
synoptics, not after that in the fourth Gospel." We 

^ St. John vii. 35. - JOid. ver. 42. 
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may point to such a passage as the opening of the 
fourth chapter — (" when the Lord knew how the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized 
more disciples than John, He left Judaea and 
departed again into Galilee,") — with its matter-of- 
fact but valuable historical explanation. Here, 
again, St. John refers to and illustrates the synop- 
tics. For the fact that John was cast into prison 
would not, by itself, have determined our Lord's 
departure from Judaea into Galilee, which indeed 
was part of the dominion of Herod Antipas. Every 
attentive reader may see for himself, that one Lead- 
ing Idea of this Gospel is founded upon the great 
historical principle of the validity of human 
testimony — the great safeguard against scepticism 
and fanaticism. " If we receive the testimony of 
men " to the effect that ** Jesus is the Son of God " 
— writes St. John in his Epistle, with evident 
reference to his Gospel.^ The very form of the 
expression ^ shows that we do assuredly receive 
such witness, not only as Christians, but as rational 
men, according to principles which recommend 
themselves naturally to the unsophisticated human 
intellect. 

{b) But again, as " the witness of God is greater, 
so this Gospel is full of Divine witness to Jesus. 
Hence the mention of the attesting voice from 
heaven — " I have both glorified it and will glorify 

* I St. John V. 9. - ei \au.3ai'(i;u«»'. 
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it again.'* Hence the intense conviction that the 
Scriptures are " they which testify of Him ; " ^ that 
" had they believed Moses, they would have believed 
Him." Hence the accumulated reference to type 

• 

and prophecy in the narrative of the atoning death. 
To a mere human historian there might have seemed 
to be no more of deep purpose in the particular 
cruelties inflicted by the rude soldiery and the 
furious mob, than in the shape of the tangled knots 
of sea-weed flung by the spring-tide upon the beach. 
But every incident in the central event of the history 
of humanity is to his eye arranged "by the deter- 
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God." The 
lots upon the poor vestment that wrapped the 
wasted form were cast by a Divine hand. The 
vessel with vinegar, the sponge and hyssop, were 
not there by chance. The perfection and dignity 
of that body, which seemed so helpless, were 
guaranteed by the rubric of the Divine ritual in 
regard to the paschal lamb — " not a bone of him 
shall be broken." The thrust of the soldier's lance 
is in the dark background of Zechariah's prophecy, 
and written upon the very body that shall come in 
the clouds of heaven. *' They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced." The evangelist's spirit sails 
over the deep of Scripture as over an Equatorial 

1 St. John xii. 28 ; v. 39-46. 

2 IHd. xix. 24 ; Psalm xxii. 18 ; v. 36 ; Exodus xii. 46 ; Psalm 
xxxiv. 20 ; V. 37 ; Zechariah xii. 10. 
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Ocean ; on the far horizon of prophecy he sees 
its Southern Cross. 

ic) Christ's own miracles are yet another witness 
in this Gospel, one of whose Leading Ideas is 
witness. " I have greater witness than that of 
John ; for the works which the Father hath given 
Me to finish, the same works that I do, bear 
witness of Me, that the Father hath sent Me." ^ 

Miracles are called by four names in the New 
Testament. Of these three arc thrown together in 
some passages.*^ Miracles are potencies^ as mani- 
festations of Divine power ; things amazing (or 
marvellous in one passage),** as producing holy awe 
and amazement ; signs^ as moral evidences to all 
who are right disposed. 

' St. John V. 36. 

3 \j\OQvv r\iv Na^otpcuoy, AvSpa airoBe^dyfitvov inch rov Sfov fls 
vfjMS Huydfifffiy ical r4pafftv Koi ffrifieiois. (Acts ii. 22) ; auvfirifiaprupovy- 
Tos rov Sfov ffrjfiflois re Ka\ rtpatriy Koi troiKi\ais ^vyd/xtffiv. 
(Hebrews ii. 4.) Cf. the miracles of the hellish caricature of Christ. 
ou iarly ij trapovtrla Kar* iyipy^iay rov ffarava iy irdiff-p Bvyd/ifi koi 
ffJi/jL^iois Koi Tfpaffiy \lffvdovs, (2 Thessalonians ii. 9). "The com- 
bination (rTifxf7a Koi rtpara is found in the synoptics (St. Matthew 
xxiv. 24 ; St. Mark xiii. 22) ; St. John iv. 43 ; in St. Paul's Epistles, 
(Romans xv. 19 ; 2 Corinthians xii. 12 ; 2 Thessalonians ii. 9), and 
most frequently in the Acts (eight times cc. i.-xv.). It is not found in 
the Catholic Epistles or the Apoc." {Epistle to the Hebrews^ Bishop 
Westcott, p. 40.) The S^va/uis has an indication of /<m>^r behind 
it ; the rcpas is a singularity, which attracts an awe-struck observation. 
(See Fritzsche. Epist, ad Rom. Tom. iii. 270, on its connection 
with T7jp4ot = res observant/a) ; the aijfitloy is the appeal of the wonder- 
ful to the moral nature. 

' OavfUffia. St. Matthew xxi. 15. 
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The fourth synonym for miracles is works, fre- 
quently used by St. John. 

St. Paul's use of works throws instructive light 
upon this. By works alone he never means good 
works. They are opposed to faith, as an inward 
principle of heavenly life to the sum total of the 
product of the weakened and enslaved powers of 
the natural man.^ Works are those things which 
it is vatural for man to do, being what he is. 

Christ s works are to be interpreted on the same 
principle. They &rc, as the Baptist in St. Matthew's 
Gospel heard of thcm,^ such works as the Christ 
would do, such as were natural for Him to work. 
There are many speculative difficulties about 
miracles. We arc used to rca.soning from miracles 
up to Christ ; may wc not reason from Christ down 
to the miracles } Given a being like Christ — 
then the Christmas Eve, the star of the Epiphany, 
the glory of the Transfiguration, the riven rock, 
the rent vail, the opened grave, the Ascension 
to the heaven of heavens, arc but the fitting 
framework of that divine picture. Voices from 
the silence which men deem eternal, and rays 
from the world which to them is darkness, may 
well haunt with their echoes, and lighten with their 
glory, the pathway of a life like that. . The sick 
healed, the demoniacs dispossessed, the bread mul- 

^ Tholuck on Romans. 

- ri Ifp7a tow Xfnarov. St. Matthew xi. 2. 

Q 3 
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tiplicd, the winds hushed, the waves on which He 
trod as securely as if they were Galilean meadows 
upon a summer's day, all these cease to be unnatu- 
ral — " His Name is wonderful." Therefore the 
supernatural is His natural element ; supernatural 
works are natural for Him to do. For the believer, 
the Person of Christ .witnesses to His miracles. 
For the unbeliever, the miracles mav witness to 
His Person. 

{d) There is a fourth testimony in the Gospel, 
one of whose Leading Ideas is testimony — the 
witness of Jesus to Hhnsclf—\.o His glory, to His 
sinlessness — " though I bear record of Myself, yet 
My record is true." ^ 

Consider what this witness is. If any of us know 
a holy man, we know a humble man. The holiest 
men are the most conscious of their own sinfulness. 
It is not a fashion of speech. It is not cant or 
hypocrisy. The writer, who is perfectly satisfied 
with his own lines is not a poet. The painters or 
sculptors who have no noble dissatisfaction with 
their work, may be ingenious and dexterous, but 
they are not artists. They have none of that 
straining forward to an unattained and unattain- 
able ideal of beauty, which is the heritage of 
genius. So too the man who is perfectly content 
with his own spiritual condition may have a 
mechanical regularity of habit. He may be a 

* St. John viii, 14. 
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respectable Pharisee. But he is utterly without 
that saintlbiess which is, as it were, the genius of 
goodness. 

Now Jesus had the loftiest ideal of duty. He 
was also the meekest and humblest of men. Yet 
in His life there is one fundamental difference 
from the lives of the saints. They are full of 
burning words of penitence : they are burdened 
with cries of confession. But we have long dis- 
courses of Jesus. We have one soliloquy with 
His Father in the seventeenth chapter. Yet there 
is no confession of sin. He can bare His breast to 
His enemies, and say — " which of you convinceth 
Me of sin } " He can go further ; He can declare — 
" the Prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing 
in Me." Further yet — in those solemn moments 
when death is near ; when moral natures, seem- 
ingly made of the strongest granite, crack and 
crumble before the fire of eternity ; He can lift up 
His calm and trustful eyes to heaven, and say — 
'' I have glorified Thee on the earth, I have finished 
the work which Thou gavcst Mc to do." ^ And 
with this we know that His spiritual insight was so 
keen and piercing that not one mote could have 
floated upon the tide of His purity without being 
detected by that eagle eye, — that one speck or 
stain could not have rested on the very skirts of 
the garment of His humanity, without soiling in 

* St. John xvii, 4. 



^ V 
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I lis sight the raiment that was as white as snow. 
This holy Man, with the highest idea of duty ; this 
humble Man, who prays falling upon His face ; 
this keen-sighted Man, who sees further into sin 
than any other, declares that His life and the 
perfect rule of goodness are in unbroken harmony. 
What witness is comparable to this witness of 
Jesus to Himself.?^ 

On the whole, then, the Leading Ideas of St. 
John's Gospel are these. First, it is, in a special 
sense, the Gospel of the Incarnate Word. Then it is 
the Gospel in which the miracles and discourses of 

* Conquest^ Victory ^ is a Leading Idea of St. John's Gospel, in 
this sense that the whole history of Jesus in that Gospel leads up to 
it. The word itself first occurs {Bapffure iyiit veAmjKa rhp K6a'fiov, 
"vi. 33). But this first prelusive touch awakens a fuller music 
in St. John's later writings. Conquest becomes a Leading Idea of 
the First Epistle (i St. John ii. 13, 14 ; iv. 4 ; v. 4, 5). The Idea 
is still more dominant in the Apocalypse. [Each Epistle to each 
of the seven Churches closes with a promise which begins with t^ 
viKsivrt or 6 yiK&Vf Apoc. ii. 7, II, 17, 26 ; iii. 5, 12, 21. For the 
victory of Christ or of His people, see iii. 21 ; v. 5 ; vi. 2 ; xi. 7 ; 
xii. II ; xiii. 7 ; xv. 2 ; xvii. 14 ; xxi. 7.] The idea of victory is 
olmosi exclusively confined to St. John's writings. The exceptions are 
Kom. viii. 37 ; xii. 21 ; i Cor. xv. 55, 57. The substantive Wiciy 
is found only in i St. John v. 4 ; but the form viKosis in Malt. xii. 20 ; 
I Cor. XV. 54, 55, 57. The rendering Conqtust seem preferable to 
Victory, It is not possible by any other translation to present to an 
English reader the fourfold repetition of the word (i John v. 4, 5). 
" The Victofy that hath overcome the world " (R.V.) fails in this, 
the Conquest that hath cotiqucicd succeeds. The noble translation 
of ^epviKafjLtv ("more than conquerorSy" Rom. viii. 37) is thus 
rendered consistent — happily retained by the revisers, though at 
variance with their principles. 
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Jesus, the sacraments of the Church, and the 
characters of those who are delineated, are spirit- 
ualized, and viewed from a certain high and ideal 
standpoint. Finally, it is the Gospel which ex- 
hibits the growth of belief and unbelief ; it is the 
Gospel of witness — the witness of men, the witness 
of the Father, the witness of Scripture, the witness 
of miracles, the witness of Himself. 

^ See Note B. 
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NOTE A 

This may be a fitting place for observing a few ot those minute 
touches in this Gospel, too minute and too delicate to have Ixien 
deliberately invented ; which, so far as they are not fancifully inter- 
preted, do much to establish the verisimilitude of a narrative. They 
do not, indeed, by themselves make it probable (the frohable is that 
for the reality of which we can allege some reason) but likely — 
** bearing the closest resemblance to that which is classed in our 
minds under the predicament of existence. " ' 

Here are a few instances. 

{a) " His disciples came, and maivelled that He talked with the 
woman: yet no man said, why talkest Thou with her?" **The 
disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom He spake. Now, 
there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus 
loved. Simon Peter, therefore, beckoned to him, that he should ask 
who it should be of whom He spake." ^ 

With us men, familiarity breeds contempt. No dignity will assert 
itself against a certain degree of intimacy. *' No man is a hero to 
his valet." These passages, quite incidentally and informally, show 
that it was not so with the Word made Flesh. Those simple men 
were with Him in familiarities, that would have discoloured anything 
that was not heavenly, and uncrowned anything that was not Divine. 
They trod the same road ; they rocked in the same boat ; they rested 
in the same chamber ; they partook of the same coarse fare ; they 



* Blanco White (quoted in Bishop Hampden's Philosophical 
Evidences of Christianity), 

* St. John iv. 27 ; xiii. 22, 24, 
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drew out of the same scanty purse. Man exacts much of his idols ; 
he sets them up easily, but pulverizes them upon very slight provo- 
cation. One bitter word, one fretful or peevish sentence, one self- 
seeking action, one questionable look, would have dethroned Him. 
But **all our experience is reversed." * With us, familiarity breeds 
contempt. But as the disciples grow more and more familiar with 
Him, they find themselves more and more in presence of an awful 
dignity upon which they dare not intrude. 

\b) **I go not up to the Feast"- (for owk, not ol;ir«, is certainly 
the true reading). A charge of falsehood, or of fickleness, obviously 
lies against these words. Yet they arc fearlessly written down, 
though their meaning docs not ai)pear uix)n the surface. 

One like the Word made Flesh must and will use words in His 
own sense. Our great Christian moral philosopher has said that 
**a man may be under the strictest moral obligation to say what he 
foresees will deceive, without his intending it." At all events, Jesus 
will weight these words with the meaning of His own soul. He is 
on the journey of which we read towards the close of the ninth 
chapter of St. Luke. To Him there is but one going up to 
Jcnisalem, one Feast. '* My going up is not to this Feast. "^ 

\c) "Jesus wept." 

Just before *' He was troubled." Rather troubled Hi msclj\^ for a 
certain divine decorum tempers all that we read of Him, and He is 
not represented to us as possessing a nature to be played upon by 

' HUSIINKLL. Character of Christ. 

- eyjt> oi/K aya&aivto cis 7^y fopr^y ravrrfv, Zri 6 4fihs KUtphs olhra 
tretrKiipwrai. St. John vii. 8. 

•* Tiie germ of this explanation is found at an early date. "EAeY^v 
uTi oux aya$a(if«0f k.t.A. ov ykp i\^t{>6tro, fxii yivoiro — fiuffriip^ws 
yap Koi Trv€ufMTiKWs tiaXtyofifyov rot^ avrov aScA^oIs oifK '^Z€iffav ri 
|A€7€V *\(y( ykp airrots fi^i avafiaiytiv €i$ rhUp6v iv rp eopr^i Kfivr) 
UY}86 €is rhv ffTavphv rov T€\€iw<Tai tccos r^v oiKoyofilay rov irdBovs 
avrov. — Epiphan. (quoted by Tischend. A^ov. 7 est. p. 814, Ed. 8). 
So Augustine. "Christo vcro ille fuit dies festus, quo passione sua 
redemit mundum." S. August, (fe Q. Nov. et Vet. Test. Qu. 78. 

* irdpa^ty kavr6v. St, John xi. 34. 
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passive emotions. Why did He trouble Himself now ? We cannot 
fully tell. Perhaps, we may conceive the case of a physician coming 
into a room, where friends and children are sobbing over one whom 
they supposed to be doomed, himself weeping in sympathy, though 
sure that he can heal. But at least, this shows us that we have a 
real Christ. It was never invented. The imaginary Christ would 
have walked majestically up the slope of the Mount of Olives, and, 
standing with a halo of the sunset round His brow, have bidden the 
dead man rise. The real Christ was a dusty and wayworn man, who 
wept over the grave, and lifted up His eyes. The reality teaches us 
that the dead are not raised by a stoic philosopher, with an eye of 
ice and a heart of marble, but by One who is very Man, with the 
tender weakness that is more beautiful than all our strength. This, 
according to the judgment of centuries, is more majestic as well as 
more moving. But could a writer like St. John have invented it ? 



NOTE B 

One most important inference as regards the character of our 
Lord's human knowledge should be drawn from the first great 
Leading Idea of the fourth Gospel. 

"The W^ord was God, and the Word was made Flesh." He had 
not only a true Human body, but a ** reasonable soul," a true Human 
intellect. In the one Person of Christ, there are two forms of 
wisdom, two manners of knowledge. The. finite intelligence and 
the Infinite, the human and the Divine, differ as the created from 
the Uncreated, as the relative light of the Incarnate Word from 
the absolute light of the Uncreated Word. But they are at one, and 
work to one end. 

Aquinas discusses the question whether our Lord had other than 
Divine knowledge. His answer is, that the affirmative is involved 
in the verity of His Incarnation. **Filius Dei naturam integram 
assumpsit, i,e, non solum corpus sed etiam animam, non solum 
sensitivam^ sed etiam raiionalem. Nihil naturalium Christo defuit, 
quia totam Humanam Naturam assumpsit. Ideo, in sexta Synodo 
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damnata est positio n^^antium in Christo esse duas scten/ias, sive 
duas sapientias. . . . Minus lumen non offuscatur per majus, sed 
raagis augetur, sicut lumen aeris per lumen solis. £t hoc mpdo 
lumen scientiae non offuscatur sed clarescit in animo Christi per 
lumen sciential inditum." (S. T. Aquin. Part III. Qu. ix. Art. 1). 

Therefore the Human mind of Jesus is never alone.* And the 
processes and the development of the Human reason rest upon the 
Infinite Wisdom. 

If this be the true idea of Christ, what shall we say of His word ? 
Must there not be perpetual power, perfect truth, in the words of 
the Word made flesh ? 

We may smile bitterly with Schenkel at the simple men, who 
looked upon the very number of the four Gospels as divinely 
harmonizing with the quarters of the world, with the principal winds, 
with the form of the cherubim. We may be amused, if we will, at 
Augustine's quaint yet beautiful conceit, in expounding and applying 
to St. John the text in the psalm, " the mountains shall bring peace, 
and the little hills righteousness to the people."^ The old man, 
with the shadows and the sunlights of the hills of Africa present to 
his mind, says — "the mountains are great souls, like that of John ; 
the little hills are ordinary ones, like ours. Never should we have 
received the light of faith, unless those great mountain-tops, lighted 
up by the heavenly wisdom, had passed them on to us." Yet as wc 
read the words of Christ, and think who spoke them, we need not 
be ashamed to cry with Bernard. ** I hear not Moses now. To me 
he is of stammering lips. Isaiah's lips are unclean. Jeremiah 
cannot speak ; he is a child. All the prophets are mute. //^sCf ipse, 
quern loijuuntur^ ipse loquetur.^^ S. Bernard, in Cant. 



* St. John xvi. 32 ; v. 30 ; viii. 16-18 ; xiv. 10. See Gratrv. 
Les SophisfeSj 335. 

- S. Aug. Eimnat. in Ps. (Psalm Ixxii. 3) ; see for more on the 
subject of our Lord's Human knowledge, infra. VI. D. Note A. 



VI 

THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE EVANGE- 
LISTS IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE 
PASSION^ 

A. — ST. MATTHEW 

" When Pilate was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent 
unto him, saying, Mave thou nothing to do with that just man ; 
for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of 
Him. But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multi- 
tude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus." — St. 
Matthew xxvii. 19, 20. 

St. Matthew's Leading Idea may be clearly 
traced in his record of the Passion. 

He has in mind throughout the literal Jews, un- 

^ The writer's obligations to Lange in this division of his treatise 
arc considerable (especially Ai/i'</r///7j/, vol. iv. 108 — 116, 180 — 
189, 300—308, 427 — 468. English Translation.) To Archdeacon 
Earrar he also desires to express his acknowledgments. The Arch- 
deacon's works seem to possess that kind of onginality which alone 
is profitable in theology. Since the publication of his two principal 
books, no man can well sjjeak upon either great subject as he would 
have done before. Consciously or unconsciously, willingly or un- 
willingly, he breathes their atmosphere and is influenced by their 
spirit, even when, like the present writer, he may dissent from some 
of their conclusions. 



VI THE LEADING IDEAS, ETC, 237 

worthy as they had become ; the false and narrow 
Judaism which they and their fathers had made ; 
and Jesus confronted with them.^ Here, above all, 
the first Gospel is the Gospel of types ; of prophecy 
interweaving and multiplying its mar\'ellous co- 
incidences ; of the true, over against the fallen 
and degraded, Judaism and High Priest. 

The proceedings of the representatives of the 
people form their eternal condemnation. The 
Roman Governor has deep in his nature some 
reverent conceptions of the majesty possessed b)' 
law even in its anger. But how terribly the sentence 
sounds to men used to think of the spotless ermine 
of our great magistrates ! " The chief priests and 
elders, and all the council, kept seeking ^ false 
witness against Jesus to put Him to death." ^ The 
High Priest's affected and theatric horror is itself 
a violation of the law which he professed to prize 
so highly. For that law expressly forbade one 
who filled so august an office to sully the majesty of 
his position by an act which showed such hysterical 
intensity of an ill-regulated passion of grief.* 

* St. Matthew xxvi. 56 ; xxvii. 9, 35, 46. 

- H^rovv, 3 St. Matthew xxvi. 59. 

* St. Matthew xxvi. 65. Cf. Levitiois xxi. 10. ("And he that 
is the High Priest among his brethren, upon whose head the anoint- 
ing oil was poured, and that is consecrated to put on the garments, 
shall not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes, ") The ver>' words 
of the LXX. are studiously preserved by St. Matthew. Cf. tA 
l/idTiti oh 8ia/$/^|ct (Leviticus xxi. 10). with 6 &px<cpc^T 8i^ppi}|cv tii 
IfAdrta aCrov, (St. Matthew xxvi. 65.) 



238 THE LEADING IDEAS vi 

This is followed up by an outburst of vulgar 
hatred — the bitter sneer of fanaticism. " Others 
smote Him with the palms of their hands, saying, 
Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is he that 
smote Thee ? " ^ 

Next, the judgment of Christ by the heathen, is 
decided by the baseness of the rulers, and by the 
violence of the mob, of His own people. " When 
they had bound Him they led Him away and 
delivered Him to Pontius Pilate, the Governor."- 

The same great idea fills St. Matthew's soul 
throughout. 

The treason and suicide of Judas (note the very 
name) is a concentration in a single life, so far as 
that is possible, of the treason and suicide of 
Judaism.^ 

How majestic is the bearing, how august the 
silence of the King of Israel before the representa- 
tives of Rome ! " And He gave him no answer — 
no, not even so far as one word." * 

In an awful pause there comes a message from 
Procula, the Proconsul's wife. Critics, who have 
studied Roman usages under the guidance of 
Tacitus, can no longer brand the incident as false. 
They arc forced to content themselves with sneer- 
ing at it as trifling — a woman's dream. We need 

^ St. Matthew xxvi. 67, 68. 

- Ibid, xxvii. i, 2. 

» Ibid, xxvii. 3- 1 1. 

* oi/K hit9Kpi%t\ — irpif ovtik %v ^rjfJ^cL Ver. 1 4. 



n 
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not ransack history for incidents where dreams 
have played some definite part. Perhaps some 
reader of these lines can recall a time when he was 
preparing to commit a great sin, and a warning has 
come from a woman's lips — "have thou nothing 
to do with it ; I have suffered many things in 
a dream." ^ It will be observed that we have a 
glimpse of dreamland at the close as at the begin- 
ning of the Gospel. How far the dream was 
supernatural we cannot decide. The mind of the 
dreaming woman may have acted according to the 
subtle and occult laws which rule those rapid and 
evanescent phenomena. She had seen the Galilean, 
and the dignity and pathos of His bearing wove 
the strange scene from which she wakened scared 
and sobbing. 

At all events, the fall of Judaism is brought out 
by this incident. In the long sad story of the 
Pa.ssion no Jew pleads for Jesus. That sweet 
office of softness and compassion is reserved for this 
Gentile lady. In St Matthew's narrative, one little 
particle marks the contrast with a strange signifi- 
cance. " While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 
nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have 
suffered many things this day in a dream because 
of Him. But the chief priests and the elders per- 

* St, Matthew xxvii. 19 
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suadcd the multitudes that they should ask for 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus." ^ 

After an ineffectual attempt by Pilate follows the 
hand-washing, as a symbolical expression of purity 
from a particular offence/-^ Critics say that the 
symbol was specifically Jewish, and that nothing 
similar is to be found in Roman trials. They may 
be quite right.^ But Pilate may well have heard 
of this piece of ceremonialism. The plagiarism of 
a thing so impressive may have seemed to him a 
politic and dexterous stroke of flattery. No doubt 
in its result the ceremony was ineffectual for Pilate's 
purpose. But the imprecation has been fatally 
powerful — " and all the people answered and said. 
His blood be on us, and on our children."* 

The narrowness of Jewish fanaticism had soon 
spent itself Its range of invention was limited — 
spitting, buffeting, blows, a taunt from the polemi- 
cal sphere — and they had little fresh to say or do. 

^ air^crrciXev irp^s o.^r}>v ri yvv^ adrov \4yov<ra...ol 8^ apx'^f <s ^^ 
01 irptfffi^cpoi l[iruaay rohi 6x^ov5 K.r.X. (St. Matthew xxvii. 19,20.) 
In this 8« there is the wonder of a silent shame, the eloquent shudder 
of a suppressed horror. *' So did the Roman woman ; but the chief 
priests and elders (O the strangeness and the pity of it I ) persuaded 
the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas." The change of 
the R. V. (** now " for *' but ") is singularly unhappy. 

* St. Matthew xxvii. 24, 25. 

* ** All the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain man, 
shall wash their hands over the heifer — and they shall say, Our 
hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it." 
See Deuteronomy xxi. 6-10. 

* St, Matthew xxvii. 25. 
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But the mockery of the Romans was more serious 
and more inventive, more largely tinctured by a 
theatrical element. The Roman band ^ was a 
battalion of infantry from 400 to 600 strong. It 
has often been said in modern times that this 
mockery was unlikely to have taken place because 
it was so unworthy of the gravity of Roman 
legionaries. 

Yet — not to speak of parallel instances gathered 
by the research of Bynaeus — the temperament which 
would issue in such persistent buffoonery would 
seem to be part of the inheritance of the Roman 
nature. The modern Roman in the Corso at the 
carnival is the most gloomy and the most perse- 
vering of comedians,^ a buffoon whose foolery is as 
pertinacious as it is childish. The legionaries gave 
themselves the treat of playing at a coronation. 
No considerable feature was wanting in that cruel 

^ (TvyicaA.oGa'iv ^Aijv tV c-wtipaur. St. Mark xv. 16. 

*'' This has been noticed by the finest and subtlest of observers with 
her usual delicacy of touch. 

" II n'y a ni luxe ni bon gout dans la fete du camaval ; une sortc 
de petulance universelle la fait ressembler aux bacchanales de 
rimagination, mais de I'imagination seulemcnt ; car les Romains 
sont en general tr6s sobres, et meme assez serieux, les demiers jours 
du camaval exceptes. ... 11 y a parmi les masques, des homraes 
qui se promenent le plus ennuyeusement du monde, dans le costume 
le plus ridicule, et qui, tristes arlequins et tacitumes polichinelles, ne 
disent pas une parole — mais ont, pour ainsi dire, leur conscience de 
camaval satisfaite, quand ils n'ont rien neglige pour se divertir.'' — 
Madame de StaSl. Corinne, ou LItalit. Livre ix. c. i. {La File 
Populaire, ) 

R 
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childishness of men who were so strong. The 
mockery of imperialism seems to be wild ; but it 
was deliberate. Over the shoulders of the august 
sufferer they threw a camp pallium, once dyed with 
cochineal, now worn and faded ; there was the robing. 
Round His forehead they placed a diadem of the 
dreadful acanthus thorn, and in His hand a reed ; 
there was the crowning. They bent the knee ; there 
was the homage. They cried " Hail, King of the 
Jews " ; there was the acclamation. They gave 
Him to drink vinegar mingled with gall ; there was 
the wassail cup outside the camp.^ They played at 
a coronation — and they played it to the bitter end, 
sullen triflers drawing out their sombre comedy. 
And in stupid inexorable rage, as the reed dropped 
from His grasp, they kept beating Him with it upon 
His head.^ Death and suffering were always some- 
where in the old Roman amusements. There was 
something wanting in the laughter of those who 
had not looked upon blood. 

In the section which follows the particulars (as 
beseems the first evangelist) are mainly connected 
with prophecy. We find the picture of the callous- 
ness of the human heart — the guards gambling, the 

' t\,os /*€Ti x**^^* fitfiiyfAtpov (St. Matthew ver. 34), i.e. a potion 
flavoured with myrrh, mingled with gall or poppy-juice. This was 
prepared for sufferers upon the cross, often apparently by Roman 
women — the one touch of humanity in all the dreadful preparatives. 

' IAo^v rhv KaXctfiov Koi irmrrov cis t)\v k^^olK^v qAtoZ. 
St. Matthew xxvii. 30. 



VI OF THE GOSPELS 243 

cruelty beyond that of the cold experimentalist 
groping his way down the dim track of animal 
pain. St. Matthew records the title in that form 
which is most suitable to his Leading Idea.^ He 
also records the fanatical Jewish mockery ; the 
horrid echoes of distorted psalms below the cross ; 
the blasphemy, not of ignorance but of Scriptural 
knowledge. Of the Eli cry, so frivolously misunder- 
stood — the one last word recorded by the two 
evangelists — we speak in the next Discussion. 
At last one pitying hand passed a cool sponge over 
the parched lips. 

Such is the Leading Idea of Christ crucified in 
St. Matthew. 

Jesus in His crucifixion is Messiah, the King of 
the Israel of God. As He moves through the 
prismatic sheet, His form is tinged with the hues of 
types. Psalms rise to some mystic chant, of which 
His sufferings are the subject. Prophetic bells 
keep tolling in the distance, and our hearts hear 
the name of Jesus between their strokes. He is 
the inheritor of all the sorrow and of all the glory 
which floats upon their music. The first Gospel 
gives us the Passion in the light of the Old Testa- 
ment. We can best read the twenty-second Psalm 
and the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah with St. 
Matthew at the foot of the Cross. 

^ o%Thi iffTiy *lri<rovs 6 0cun\€vs r&v 'louBidw, St. Matthew 
xxvii. 37. 

R 2 
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THE LEADING IDEAS OF THE EVANGE- 
LISTS IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE 
PASSION 

\\. — ST. MARK 

** And when the centurion, which stood over against llim, saw that 
He so cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man 
was the Son of God."— St. Mark xv. 39. 

In St. Matthew we have the Passion of the true 
Messiah and Priest, confronted with the degrada- 
tion of the apostate priesthood and people of Israel 
in the moment of its apparent victory. 

In St. Mark, Jesus appears again as the Divine 
Hero. In brief, incisive, majestic lines, His death is 
recorded in its strength and majesty. "The be- 
ginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God," such is its opening cry. Deep answers unto 
deep. A voice from beneath the cross gives its 
unexpected response — " truly this man was the Son 
of God." "Jesus cried with a loud voice and 
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gave up the ghost." ^ A Roman centurion must 
probably have seen many deaths, but he never 
saw a death like that. In the last moment 
of life, the voice is weak and faint before it sobs 
or sinks into the long silence. Every other 
death is a defeat ; this was a victory Willingly, in 
the plenitude of power, Jesus dies. Often, when 
the smoke drifts away from before the lines, a cry 
of victory goes up. Never a cry like that. When 
the centurion saw that He so cried out, and gave 
up the ghost, he said, " truly this man was the Son 
of God." 



The vividness which is characteristic of the style 
of the several evangelists brings out the grandetir 
of one aspect of the Pa.ssion with peculiar power. 

Two specimens of human weakness afford a con- 
trast which presents this grandeur in its ennobling 
strength. 

One of these two is thus told : — " And a certain 
young man followed with Him, having a linen 
cloth cast about him, over his naked body ; and 
they lay hold on him ; but he left the linen cloth 
and fled naked." * We may well associate St. 
Mark himself with this strong impulse to advance 
but quick retreat in the moment of danger. Ever 
through the darkness which surrounds the Saviour's 

* St. Mark i. I ; xv. 39. ^ Ibid, xiv. 50-52. 
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progress in the history of His Church He draws 
out a young, though sometimes not quite reflective 
enthusiasm. Yet spirits which have been finely 
touched to fine issues are never quite the same as 
if they had not received that touch.^ Truly in St. 
Mark's flight was fulfilled the warning that "all 
ye shall be offended because of Me this night, for 
is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep 
shall be scattered." ^ 

The second picture presented by St. Mark to 
enhance the Saviour's greatness by way of con- 
trast is that of St. Peter. The historian who makes 
us see his narrative by lightning-flashes gives us 
one of these gleams of sudden insight about the 
impulsive apostle. " And Peter had followed Him 
afar off", even within, into the court of the high- 
priest, and he was sitting with the officers warming 
himself towards the blaze of the fire." ^ We can 
see the red light on the bronzed features working 
with uncontrollable emotion. 

* This incident is psychologically quite consistent with the Mark 
"who withdrew from Paul and Barnabas from Pamphylia, and 
went not with them to the work." Acts xv. 37, 38. 

- St. Mark xiv. 27. 

3 dtpfuuySfifyos irphs rh ip&s (St. Mark xiv. 54). How much 
homely wisdom there is in Bengel's pithy saying, — "sub corporis 
cura negligitur animus ! " It should not be overlooked that in the 
Petrine Gospel much which concerns Peter's repentance is made 
fuller and clearer. The two cock-crowings are sharply and definitely 
put ("and Peter went out into the porch, am/ the cock crnv ; and 
straightway the second time the cock cre^vj*'' St. Mark xiv. 68, 72. 
Note also it^e/uv^crtfi;, imfiakiov tKXauv. Ver. 72. 
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Beside these two irresolute forms ; the young 
man flying in the hour of trial, Peter all flushed 
and flurried with his lie and sobbing in the bitter- 
ness of his shame ; we contemplate on St. Mark's 
canvas of the Passion the calm unshaken serenity 
of the suffering Son of God. 

Special touches are not wanting which bring out 
the majesty of sorrow. 

St. Mark's picture of Jesus in the Praetorium is, 
perhaps, the most crowded and concentrated of the 
four. The elaborate mockery of a coronation ; the 
robing, the crowning, the acclamation, the homage, 
the cup ; is there in detail. The mantle for him is 
not merely dyed cochineal scarlet.^ For him (as for 
St. John) if is an ideal lighted up with a signifi- 
cance — purple, " the purple." - The calm deliberate 
cruelty of measuring the head and platting for it 
the crown of the terrible acanthus with thorns 
nearly a finger long is told in words that cannot 
be mistaken — an affecting detail for imaginative 
devotion.^ The mock homage is more expressively 
made visible by St. Mark's pencil. " They smote 
His head with a reed, and did spit upon Him ; 
and boiving their knees ^ worshipped Him." 

^ X>^o,Viv>^o. KOKKlyriv irtptiB-qKOV aCr^. St. Matthew xxvii. 28. 

" ipZihvvRovaiv wirhv irop<pvpav. St. Mark xv. 1 y. i^tiuaaif aiirhy 
T^v iropif^vpav. Ver. 20. ifidriou irop<pvpovy TttpUfiaKov avr6v. St. 
John xix. 2. 

^ irtpiriBtcnTiy avr^ vKt^ajnes CLKtiydivov ari^avov. St. .Mark xv. 1 7. 

^ rtSivrts ri ySuaray ver. 19. 
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We may not pass from the narrative of the 
Passion in the two first evangelists without consid- 
ering (i) the one of the last seven words from the 
Cross recorded by them, and (2) its coherence with 
their respective Leading Ideas. 

I. The fourth word from the Cross is, no doubt, 
given by St. Mark in its most exact form.^ 

Let us assure ourselves that the sentence was, 
indeed, most certainly .spoken. 

Is it not a strange, nay, a tremendous fact that 
this is the only last sentence of the dying Lord 
preserved by the two evangelists, St. Matthew and 
St. Mark } - Let us conceive a missionary who has 
died a martyr's death. Some of his companions 
escape, and return to tell the glorious and pathetic 
story. Hundreds are anxious to know what the 
martyr said. Those who were present feel con- 
strained to gratify this loving curiosity. Would 
there not be a feeling of dejection and of disap- 
pointment, if they told no more than this — ** he 
said, my God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me " > 

Now, without denying that this .saying is liable 
to be misunderstood (as the Agony has been mis- 
understood) ; a little reflection assures us that it 
also must be historical at least. 

' 'EAwl- 'EXwt, Xa/ttA ffafiax9ay{. St. Mark xv. 34. C/. TakiOiL 
Kovfii. St. Mark v. 41. 'E^^a0i, vii. 34. 'A/SiSa 6 rariipy xiv. 36. 
'^ St. Matthew xxvii. 46. St. Mark xv. 33, 34. 



VI OF THE GOSPELS 249 

" Legends falsify/' No doubt. But they falsify on 
the side of splendid exaggeration. Their heroes 
look larger than human, as they walk clothed, with 
the mist of their glory. A god, a demigod, a 
hero writhing like a crushed worm upon the earth, 
covered with a sweat of blood, feeling strange and 
out of place ^ in all God's world — no one ever in- 
vented that. It was a scandal in some measure to 
unwise and unfaithful Christian hearts in early 
times, who tried to erase the narrative in its fullest 
form from the third Gospel.^ 

Last words, it is urged, are sometimes deliberately 
invented ; more often they are in the air, and grow 
spontaneously into shape. Our own day affords us 
an instance. The noble old officer, who gave 
Thackeray his idea of Colonel Ncwcomc, is buried 
in a Scotch churchyard. A monument to his memory 
contains the beautiful sentence which tells how 
" Just as the last bell struck, a peculiar sweet 
smile shone over his face, and he lifted up his head 
a little and quickly said * adsuml and fell back — and 
he whose heart was as that of a little child, had 
answered his name, and stood in the presence of 
the Master." ^ Local tradition will have it that the 
adsiim was literally the last word of the officer 

' lip^aro Qkhifiovuif. St. Mark xiv. 33. St. Luke xxii. 42, 43. 

' See the long discussion in the note on St. Luke xxii. 43, 44. 
{N.r, Gracty TiscHEND. Pp. 518, 519. Edit, vii.) 

* Thackeray. The Nnvcomes^ Ch. xlii. (** In which the Colonel 
says adyunty when his name is called *'). 
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whose remains lie close to the spot. But a hero 
never presents himself to the popular imagination 
as crying — " my God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me ? " 

The key to the difficulty lies in the answer which 
we give to the question — who and what is He who 
spoke the word from the Cross ? The Catholic 
Christian answers, " I believe in one Lord Jesus 
Christ, God from God, Light from Light, Very God 
from Very God, who for us men and for our salva- 
tion came down from heaven, and was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man, and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate." 

If He who died upon the Cross were other or 
less than this, what follows } This. 

He had formed illusions from His earliest days, 
and obstinately clung to them. As the darkness 
deepened round Him on Calvary, and no smile was 
seen upon His Father's face, and no angel's wing 
beat the gloom with its whiteness ; as the last 
golden drops of the young life ebbed away upon the 
dust of Golgotha ; as He was left to go down to 
the pit with thieves, amidst the yells of the people 
whom He hoped to deliver ; a profound discourage- 
ment, a horror of the great darkness of despair 
took posession of His whole being. Wc may 
pity Him ; but after all it is only one other 
young soul for whom the noble visions of open- 
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ing life are belied by the cynical logic of circum- 
stances.^ 

Thus the Christ who is not the Church's Christ 
is discrowned by His own hand, and undeified by 
His own lips. 

But let us take our answer from our Creed, and 
what follows ? 

It was, indeed, for three hours a time of darkness 
outwardly and inwardly. " It was now about the 
sixth hour, and a darkness came over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, the sun's light failing." ^ The 
darkness was not that of an eclipse,^ it was the 
seismic obscurity which so often accompanies 
earthquakes.'* The fierce pain ; the torn brow ; the 
thirst in the sultry and dust-choked darkness ; the 
hatred of the people whom He loved ; the indignity 
and shame, tortured that exquisitely susceptible 
mental and bodily organization. He remained 
silent three hours under the darkness ; and death 
approached. 

But why should He not meet it, calm and kingly, 
with a proud and .superb self-control t 

Because the answer of the Creed to the ques- 

^ Vie dejhusy Kenan, 379-424. Strauss, The Old Faith and 
the New. Pp. 89, 90. (Blind's Translation.) 

2 St. Luke xxiii. 44, 45. R.V. 

3 The apocryphal Act. Pilat. (A. xi. 2) with characteristic 
exaggeration adds *' jficAciif^is \(K[ov y4yoy€v Karh. rh fla>$6s.'* See 
TiscHEND. JV. T P. 533, n. Edit. vii. 

* ri yrj iirtiaBr}, koH al wirpai iffxiffBifffay. St. Matthew xxvii. 51. 
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tion, ** Who and what was He who died upon 
the Cross?" involves for Him a death under two 
conditions. 

{a) It was a death which bore the punishment 
of sin. So a prophet tells us. " The chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him." ^ So Apostles teach. 
" He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin." " His own self bare our sins in His body to 
the tree." ^ Now the peculiar bitterness of the 
punishment of sin to any soul that has ever known 
the presence of God is its removing us from that 
presence — our alienation from God.'* What must 
that have been to Him who could say, " I live by 
the Father " } * 

This word from the Cross, then, is the compen- 
dium of the punishment of man's sin in man's 
representative. 

(/;) But, further. That death, in the view of 
primitive Christianity is a " tasting death for 
every man," ^ i.e. for each and all. His con- 
sciousness was in a sense fu.sed with ours. The 
Prince of life felt death in His own Person 

* Isaiah Ilii. 5. 

2 2 Corinthians v. 21 ; I Peter ii. 24. 

* So Moses, the "ocean of theolog}'." "Ye shall l)ear your 
iniquities . . . and ye shall know My alienation ^H^WFl, 
lit. negation^ keeping l>ack, standing oft'." Numbei-s xiv. 34. 

(R.V.)' 

* €'7ft> f« hih. 'r)>v wartpa. St. John vi. 57. 
^ Intltt nonc'f. Hebrews ii. 9. 
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as the death of humanity. A great Lutheran 
thinker has ventured to say that "the heart of 
God felt death in the dying heart of men." 
Then death died in the heart of the God-Man, 
and the dereliction melted away in depths of 
light. 

2. This last word coheres with the Leading Ideas 
of the two first evangelists very closely. 

{a) For St. Matthew, Jesus by using the first 
verse, claims the whole of the twenty-second Psalm 
for Himself. He makes the pathos and the exul- 
tation of it, the Passion and the power, alike His 
own. 

{p) For St. Mark the very word of dereliction 
leads to the most glorious of proofs that the dying 
sufferer is indeed the strong Son of God. The 
world listens, and will murmur again and again 
" despair, impatience, ignorance." It is, indeed, a 
proof of His real suffering in His human soul — a 
sweet protest, if we will — but it leaps to His lips 
with a shout of triumph. The Gospel of the dying 
Lamb is also the Gospel whose symbol is the lion. 
At the ninth hour Jesus cried with a great voice,^ 
" Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani." The darkness is 
gone and over. The forsaking is a thing of the 
past.2 Such a death is a proof even to the cen- 
turion that He who so dies is more than human. 

^ ^ttKJ} /A€7aAi7. St. Mark xv. 34. 
*■* «if t[ iyKwr4\iir4s fit ; Ver. 35. 
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2 HE LEADING IDEAS OF THE EVANGE- 
LISTS IN THE NARRATIVE OF THE 
PASSION 

C. — ST. LUKE 

St. Luke's narrative of the Passion is pervaded 
by the Leading Ideas to which we referred fully 
in the Discussion upon the third Gospel. The 
beauty of Jesus in His sorrow and suffering is 
present to the evangelist's heart and guides his 
pencil. To the physician we are indebted for the 
record of the physiological fact of the bloody 
sweat ; to him who knew so much about the hosts 
of heaven for the incident of the strengthening 
angel} From th^ psychological evangelist we learn 
much of the curiosity of Herod and the indecision 
of Pilate with its fearful issue.^ He, and he alone, 
records the look of pitiful and reproachful love, 

* St. Luke xxii. 43, 44. *^ Jbid, xxiii. 8, 20, 25. 
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which half broke Peter's heart.^ The chronicler of 
woman's heart in the presence of Jesus gives us the 
pathetic narrative of the women " wailing and la- 
menting Him," and the words, at once gentle and 
terrible, which He spoke with His face turned to 
them.* The revealer of the secrets of the unseen 
world records the sentence that tells us of the 
secret influence behind the general temptation of 
the Apostles, and of the special strength given to 
Peter after recovering from his fall.^ 



A consideration of the three last words from the 
Cross which are peculiar to the third evangelist, 
may probably afford the best development of this 
part of our subject. 

In those three words we see the beauty of the 
dying Jesus in forgiving tenderness, in pardoning 
power, in perfect peace. 

I. The beauty of forgiving tenderness. 

' St. Luke xxii. 60-63. For another minute circumstance 
in a previous part of the third Gospel peculiar to St. Luke, cf. the 
iipwyti (viii. 8) with St. Mark iv. 9. 

3 ffTfMipfU trphs cibrds. St. Luke xxiii. 27-32. 

' ifiov 6 Xarayas i^pr-fiararo dfuis...iyi» St iS€'fi07iv trfpl arov, St. 
Luke xxii. 31, 32. It may here be added that thoughts bearing 
upon the psychology of the lost are given with peculiar force by St. 
Luke (xiii. 24-27). (C/. however, St. Matthew xii. 45 — xiii. 25-31), 
esp. Ap^€ff9€ \4ytWt v. 26. '*0 quam norms erit miserise sensus, 
et serus, et diutumus." — Beng. 
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They have finished all the dreadful preparatives. 
They have nailed Him to the Cross. They have 
stretched Him along the hard bed of agony. They 
are preparing to raise it with its sacred burden. 
Was first word is of forgiveness for the crucifixion, 
for the executioners, for those who condemned 
Him. He pleads before the Father the sole ex- 
tenuation of their guilt — *' Father ! forgive them, 
for they know not what they do." 

2. The second of the last words is also peculiar 
to St. Luke. 

The thieves were nationalist insurgents. At 
first, both joined in blaspheming Christ.^ One is 
the harder villain,^ probably has been " the evil 
genius" of the other. He only understands ati 
armed Messiah, a Christ of earth. The other had 
seen part of the Passion. He had heard the first 
word. The awful earnestness of the prayer 
elevated his spirit, its tender forgiveness won his 
heart. The repentance, so rare upon a soft bed, 
ripened quickly in the sultry temperature of the 
Cross. He confesses his sin, and makes his act of 
faith. 

Here is the highest illustration of one of St. 
Luke's great Leading Ideas. It is the Gospel of 
triumphant grace, of plenary forgiveness. The 
same pencil drew the penitent woman ^ and the 

St. Matthew xxvii. 44. ^ Lange. 

• St. Luke vii. 44 sqq. 
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penitent thief. The first picture is soft and 
coloured. This is cut, and cut as if wijth the point 
of a diamond on a plate of crystal. 

In this kingly word there is an assurance, a 
promise, and a revelation. 

There is an assurance, " verily I say unto thee." ^ 
It is the peculiar style of Jesus. In intellectual 
society the so-called autocrats (who are really 
mere presidents of republics of small talk) say " I 
think." Profound students, much more random 
readers who grow dissipated among their books, 
exclaim " I read." The hard logician, as he works 
his way carefully from his premiss to its conclusion, 
writes " I infer." Positive people repeat over and 
over " I say." But the form of Christ's speech is 
different, " Amen, I say." An act of faith in this 
is an act of faith in Him. 

The promise is twofold. 

One part of it is temporal, and gives the sufferer 
hope of a gracious abridgment of suffering. Men 
might and did live on even for days upon the cross. 
The constrained position, the rigid tension, the 
awful cramp, as well as the nails and the ever 
heightening fever, seemed to ensure a speedy death. 
Yet, strong as such desperate men often are, he 
might shake the cross with his throes of agony 
hour after hour. Here was a welcome hope of 
death ere the sunset faded from the sky " to-day."^ 

^ *Afi^v (Toi \c7«. ' aiifitpov. St. Luke xxiii. 43. 

S 



258 THE LEADING IDEAS vi 

But there was a better part of the promise. He 
is " able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think." ^ The dying man only asks for 
recollection ; that the Messiah-King in the moment 
of triumph should revert to one who had been His 
humble companion in death. " Jesus, remember 
me when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom." * The 
promise gives so much more than the penitent 
thought of. Not possibly, but " verily ; " not in 
some remote future, but " to-day ; " not vaguely, 
a unit among the surging millions, but close to 
Him, all the ignorance enlightened, all the hard- 
ness softened, all the sin pardoned. " With Me." ^ 
He says to this man as He had done to His own 
chosen — " where I am, there shall also My servant 
be." * 

But that which peculiarly illustrates Leading 
Ideas of the third Gospel in this light is contained 
in the latter part of the promise, and in the general 
character of the whole incident. 

For a third bright thread is inwoven into the 
texture of the promise. One of the Leading Ideas 
of St. Luke is to draw up at intervals, reverently 
and sparingly, but really,^ the veil that hangs 

^ Ephesians iii. 20 

^ 'IijaoP, fjLvfia-dnrl fiov Srai/ (Kd^s iv ttJ /3a<riA«f^ aov. St. Luke 
xxiii. 42. 

' /4€T* 4fiov. Ver. 43. 

"* St. John xii.. 26. 

* St. Luke xi. 24; xvi. 9, 10, 31. 
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between this world and the next ; to gratify or 
awe a pious curiosity by some distant glimpses of 
the conditions of the world unseen. This is one of 
St. Luke's revelations. It is the great dictum 
probans for the rest of the saints in Paradise.^ The 
common loving speech which makes mention of 
the departed as in heaven is not false. But it is 
inaccurate. Paradise is the park, and the park is 
not quite the palace. There are two departments 
of bliss. The souls in rest have a hope as well as 
a memory. The Garden of Eden in the Old 
Testament is Paradise ^ — a word rich with thoughts 
of greenery, rest, and coolness. ** In Eden are 
fairer trees than in Golgotha." 

The whole tone and complexion of the incident 
and of the Saviour^s word is in intense accordance 
with St. Luke's principal Leading Idea. 

Ever since Christ pardoned the thief the Church 
has believed in pardoning grace. She sends to the 
inmates of the jail and to the outcasts of the streets, 
because she knows that the worst sinner may be 
but a saint spoiled. We perceive that the sea of 
grace flows so full and breaks so high that we can 
never single out a point where the tide can never 
wash and the wave can never reach — that we cannot 

* iv ry TrapaStlatf/. St. Luke xxiii. 43. 

2 H/yi^, Genesis ii. 15, is irop<{8«i(ro5 ip "ES^V in LXX. Bos- 
suet's summary of St. Luke xxiii. 43 is of matchless pregnancy : 
* To-day — what speed ! — iv'Uh Me — what companionship ! — in Para- 
disc — what rest ! " 

S 2 
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pronounce of any human heart that it will never 
be softened, or of any human spirit that it will 
never rest in Paradise. 

3. The seventh of the last words is also peculiar 
to St. Luke. If he delights in happy departing 
words ^ of the saints of God,^ how much more would 
he exhibit to the Church the perfectly radiant and 
peaceful deposition of His spirit in the Father's hand 
by the King of saints ! His beauty would not be 
quite perfect without that. 

^ St. Luke xxiii. 46. 

- So Simeon, St. Luke ii. 28-36, and Stephen, Acts vii. 59, 60. 
Is not this in accordance with the Lucanian spirit, and of a piece 
with Hebrews xi. 13? 



VI 

THE LEADING IDEAS OF 7 HE EVAN- 
GELISTS IN THE NARRATIVES OF 
THE PASSION. 

D. — ST. JOHN 
**They crucified the Lord of Glory." — i Corinthians ii. 8. 

The Leading Idea of St. John here is the Passion 
in its ideal glory ; the crucifixion of the Lord of 
Glory. In this we may find the key to much which 
the fourth evangelist inserts or omits. 



The divine glory of the sufferer's self-possession 
is the main subject of the first section of the history 
of the Passion in St. John.^ 

His fore-knowledge only brings this out more 
truly. The searchers are determined that He shall 
not hide or escape. " Judas having received the 

* St John xviii. i-ii. 
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band and officers from the chief priests and 
Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches 
and weapons. Jesus therefore, knowing all the 
things that were coming upon Him, went forth 
and saith unto them, Whom seek ye ? They 
answered Him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith 
unto them, I am He .... When therefore He 
saith unto them, I am He, they went backward 
and fell to the ground." ^ The imagination of a 
student of the psalms naturally recurs to one 
passage as prophetic or anticipative.* But the 
incident, if not miraculous, perhaps gains in moral 
grandeur. Late in the night, now even at the full 
moon darkening among the shadows and the trees, 
Judas falls back ; and the crowd surges and sways, 
awed by the dignity, by the halo of sanctity round 
one unarmed man. Even in that hour the glorious 
and noble self-possession of the great and good 
Shepherd saves His flock. " Of those whom Thou 
hast given Me I lost not one." ^ 

11 

The Divine glory of the strange royalty pos- 
sessed by the King of suffering is another Leading 
Idea of St. John's narrative. 

" Jesus therefore came out wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple garment. And Pilate saith 

' St. John xviii. 3-7. * Psalm xxxv. 4. 

^ St. John xviii. 9. 
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unto them, Behold the man ! " ^ This is one of the 
not very numerous passages, where we feel that 
the hand which holds the pen quivers with mingled 
emotion ; that the admiration as well as pity of 
Pilate's exclamation almost overwhelms the evan- 
gelist. And the " Ecce Homo ! " becomes the 
central inspiration of Christian art. We perceive 
the awe which has laid hold of the proud and 
cynical Proconsul. " The Jews answered him, 
We have a law, and by that law He ought to die, 
because He made Himself the Son of God. When 
Pilate therefore heard that saying he was the more 
afraid." ^ The more afraid ! ^ Then an unwonted 
fear was upon him even before. But chiefly does 
His divine glory appear at the close of the section.* 
Before the great masters of jurisprudence he weighs 
out the degrees of guilt in scales that are divinely 
delicate and divinely just. 

Ill 

St. John's Leading Idea of the Divine glory 
in the Passion also appears in the three last 

^ St. John xix. 5. * fiakKov iipo^'hOv- Ver. 8. 

' The difficult v. 11 seems to be explained thus : Pilate's power 
of inflicting death was from above. The Roman magistrate had it 
committed to him by the divine right of fact. The High- Priest 
went out of his way to judge Jesus guilty of death, and then hand 
Him over to the secular power. Therefore he, and Judaism as 
represented by him, had incurred a greater guilt than that of 
Pilate. 

■* St. John xix. 7-9. 
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words, whose preservation the Church owes to 
him. 

I. The first of these is the third in order of the 
seven — " Woman ! behold thy son ! — behold thy 
Mother ! " 

" All His acquaintance, and the women that 
followed with Him from Galilee, stood afar off 
seeing these things."^ Now that there was a chance 
of approach, John and certain of the women drew 
near, and stood hard by the cross.^ 

Of the two first of the seven words, the first is 
Priestly, the second Royal.^ The third, while it 
witnesses to His glory, is yet supremely Human. 

Let nothing rob us of that word. 

" Possibly it was inserted ow^ng to John's desire 
to gain importance and consideration." John hated 
lies, and branded them with a pen of burning point ; 
yet he is ready to lie for a mean personal object, 
and that where his Master is deeply concerned ! 

" Perhaps the extreme loftiness of the character 
of Christ does not agree with such little personal 
tenderness at a crisis when He must have felt that 
He only lived for humanity."^ 

From the literary affectation of the celebrated 
academician we may justly appeal to all who have 

^ St. Luke xxiii. 49. 

' iropA Ty vravp^, St. John xix. 25. In the fiei', fie, (v. 25, 
01 fx\y aihv ffrpariwrai raZra itrolriffuv- ^itrr'fiKetcray fie irapii ry ffravp^, 
K.r.K.) there is a significant contrast between extreme cruelty and 
tender love. ^ St. Luke xxiii. 34-43. "* Renan. 



VI OF THE GOSPELS 265 

known a mother and who still possess a heart. 
Who that reverences Jesus would be glad if He 
had forgotten or repulsed His mother ? All the 
musical and golden pages of Plato*s finest dialogue 
have not reconciled humanity to the passage where, 
after the fatal ship has arrived, we are told how 
when the wife of Socrates holds up his child, and 
pours out her passionate nature in sobs and cries, 
the philosopher coolly says — " let some one take 
her away," and proceeds with a disquisition upon 
the nature of pleasure and pain. Christians are 
thankful to read in the third word from the cross 
recorded by St. John the glory of that divine 
humanity. The heart of fire is also a heart of 
flesh. 

The gift bestowed in those few syllables is 
divinely precious ; for He who is so utterly poor ^ 
has yet gifts to bestow upon His own. 

From a temporal point of view it is just the right 
gift. Mary had no other son ; or the exquisite 
propriety of Jesus would never have delegated such 
a duty to another. He gives Mary to John and 
John to Mary. Meet temporal provision is thus 

^ The Ifidria and x*'''*^'' (xix. 23) seem to keep up the gradation 
in the ifJuLriaj ifAaTifffi6s, of Psalm xxii. 18. LXX. (1J.2, "usually 

the outer garment of an Oriental.'' B^-H?, the raiment generally). 

There may be an implied contrast between the sacred poverty of 
Him who was stripped of His very raiment, outer and inner (vv. 
23, 24), and the rich gifts which He showers down from the Cross 
(v. 26). 
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made for the Mother of His love, and it is an 
affected spirituality which finds no significance 
and no lesson in this. There were also in His 
view affinities of heart and character, of thought 
and nature. And as the gift was the right one, so 
was it given just at the right moment. They had 
been standing hard by the cross ; but from the very 
hour when this was spoken,^ that disciple took her 
to his own home.^ The sword, indeed, must pierce 
her soul, according to Simeon's word f but He will 
not turn it in the wound. He gently spares her 
the long darkness and the Eli cry. 

But Jesus also bestows a lasting and a larger 
gift, in which the evangelist would have the Church 
recognise the divine glory of the donor. 

The bearing of this sacred legacy upon the 
theology of the Church is too much overlooked. 
The real glory of Mary is forgotten in a fantastic 
cultus. Our Lord is not a god masquerading in 
human flesh ; He is not a man deified ; He is God 
humanified. In Mary we have the instrument of 
that awful dispensation. The fact was enshrined 
and graven in her very flesh. In John was found 
the theologian, for whom the idea was corrected 
and enlightened by long communion with the in- 

* elffT'fiKeiffay. V. 25. air' iKtitnfjs rrjs &pas. V. 27. 

* The word Avm^ is not literally in the text : i\a$€v ain^v els rh 
i^ia. V. 27. 

3 St. Luke ii. 35. 
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strument through whom the fact was brought into 
the domain of history. 

The Leading Idea which underlies the special 
record of the third of the last words is the glory 
of the perfectly affectionate Divine humanity, and 
of the provision made for the central mystery of 
the faith by the communion established between 
the instrument and the theologian of the Incarnation. 

2. The fifth word from the cross, the second of 
those preserved by St. John, gives further proof of 
the Divine glory of the perfect humanity. 

Those who have seen much of pain and sickness 
know too well how much the patient is self-absorbed, 
how peevish and irritable the bravest and most 
gentle often become. The Ronjan in the great 
dramatist's representation remembers how Caesar in 
his fever cried for drink like a sick girl. Sir Walter 
Scott describes the once chivalrous and stately 
gentleman swearing reproaches at the tender 
woman who nursed him because he broke the cup 
which was carefully handed to him.^ 

The Saviour's bodily pain has one only of His 
last words — the fifth, " I thirst." ^ This is connected 
at various points with the Leading Ideas of St. 
John. 

{ci) The reality of His bodily pain is a great 

^ The delineation was believed by many who knew the great 
novelist to have been drawn from his father. 
- Sii^w. St. John xix. 28, 29. 
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anti-Doketic fact. It necessarily implies the reality 
of His bodily and nervous organization. After His 
agony ; after being dragged from tribunal to tribu- 
nal ; after the mockery by the Jews before Herod, 
and by the Roman soldiers ; after the crown of 
thorns ; after the laceration of the tremendous 
Roman scourge, whip-cord stiffened with bone or 
metal ; after the cramp upon the cross ; after the 
big drops rolling down the face, and falling from 
hands and feet ; after the parting with human love 
and the dereliction through the long hours of 
darkness ; the raging death-thirst set in. Christ 
does not dwell upon His sufferings. From those 
white lips there drops only one word about them, 
but that is enough.^ 

1 Modern feeling always seems ready to contradict- ancient. 
Ancient Chrislianily always held that no physical sufTering was like 
His. Modern refinement minimises the physical suffering of the 
dying Lord. A justly celebrated preacher has essayed to prove 
that the thieves suffered greatly more. But the place of any crea- 
ture in the hierarchy of life is exactly proportional to his place in 
the hierarchy of suffering. The lower mental and moral organiza- 
tion suffers less than the higher and more refined. The dying 
Chinese murderer, slowly starved to death, grins and sneers through 
the bars of his iron cage at those who surround it. St. Paul's word 
ToCi7T<Jj is very significant. Christ's is such a/flM<?/iV form. (Acts xxvi. 
23. ) It is difficult to suppose that 9S»\m S« KOTTifnlffco fioty as quoted 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews (x. 5, Ps. xl. 6), has no reference to 
the exquisitely sensitive organization of the Son of Man. Bishop 
Westcott's explanation of "the Body" as the totality of the Re- 
deemer's own personal endowments — of the ** preparation {Kartipritroi) 
as the moulding for varied and harmonious service " (Epistle to the 
Hebrews, 309, 310) — would rather include this conception. 
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(J)) This word also intimates the attainment of 
a divine point in the history of the Passion. 

" After this Jesus, knowing that all things are now 
finished."^ The victory begins to brighten in His 
heart. There is perfect unity in His character as 
delineated by the different evangelists. As in St. 
Luke's account of the Temptation, there is first 
the spiritual struggle, then recognition of the bodily 
need.^ Like some hero, absorbed in his glorious 
labours, he feels no exhaustion until the storm of 
battle has rolled by ; then first He calls for drink.* 

It should not pass unnoticed that in this place 
we have another indication of a Leading Idea of 
St. John. He intends us to see that He is of the 
Privy Council, and in the secrets of the King — 
that he is admitted to His confidence, and knows 
the thought which lies behind His deed or word.* 

Certainly, too, the sacredness of the Old Testa- 
ment is a Leading Idea with St. John as with St. 
Matthew, if not so markedly and obtrusively. No 
doubt his "that" is not of conscious, rigid, fatal 
predetermination.** The little guard or detachment 

of four turned out that morning with the usual 

1 V. 28. 

^ ** He did eat nothing in those days ; and when they were com- 
tleted^ He hungered, " St. Luke iv. 2. 

' This illustration, like much else in this part of our work, is due 
to Lange. 

^ Cf. ciS^s 6 'Ii}(roDs tti ffJij ircCvra TcreAccTTa* (xix. 28) with 
ii. 21, 23, 25 ; vi. 6; xi. 13 ; xiii. 3-1 1, 24-26. 

» "iva, **ecl)atic"not "telic," v. 28; cf. v. 24. 
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precision of the splendid Roman military machine. 
The sponge was not forgotten for cleansing any 
part of the accoutrements which might be stained 
with blood ; nor the hyssop-stalk for convenience 
in using it ; nor the vessel containing the allowance 
of " posca " — agreeable in a hot climate. Had one 
of the soldiers been told that each of these par- 
ticulars was divinely ordered, he would have laughed 
in derision. Yet thirst was part of the image of 
the Sufferer in the prophetic mirror.^ 

(r) But, further, in this word there is a revelation 
of the glory of His character. 

How truly human He is ! He complies with 
the claim of the body. To seek refreshment be- 
comes a' duty.2 The Stoic, sheathed in marble, 
might affect to be above a bodily want. The 
Indian, ringed round by fire at the stake, has 
often disdained to ask for a drop of water to touch 
his blackened lips. The Fakir hangs without a 
word upon his hook. The difference between him 
and the dying Lamb is the difference between free 
self-sacrifice and a form of crazy suicide.^ 

In Him there is no affected superiority to suffer- 
ing. He is truly human. 

^ Psialm xxii. 15 ; Ixix. 21. 

^ There were three "draughts" on the cross, (a) The proffered 
opiate. St. Matthew xxvii. 34. {h) The wassail cup of the mock 
coronation. St. Luke xxiii. 36. {c) The liquid upon the sponge. 
St. John xix. 29. 

^ This is another of Lange's illustratiuns. 
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His glory is further shown by the fact that this 
hour contains an appeal based upon His belief in 
the humanity of man. 

There are two elements in man which point to 
the past and to the future. The one is a fact 
founded upon a portion of his history ; the other is 
ik possibility which starts from a supernatural gift. 
Into the lower of these elements Christ had a 
terrible insight.^ For the other — that ear which 
was so sensitive to the discords of sin, was the first 
that ever heard the' vibrations of the one note that 
yet kept tune and time in the harlot's passionate 
heart. He read, as no moralist or physiologist has 
ever done, the law which goads on the habitual 
sinner, the waxing of the impulse with the waning 
of the pleasure. Yet He had a deeper belief than 
any other in the possibility of recovery, in the 
existence of an almost undying germ of good. 
With this double belief He has inspired His 
Church. She believes in the Fall ; that man is 
" very far gone - from original righteousness." Yet 
she speaks the language of a lofty aspiration to 
the lowest and most fallen. As she reads history, 
she brings a belief in virtue to the task. We 
have but to contrast the historians of the Church 
with the master of epigram, who has written of 

^ Sec St. Mark vii. 22 ; St. John ii. 24, 25. 

*-' "(luam longissime" (Art. ix.), i.e, as far as is possible for a 
being like man, without being degraded into a brute or sublimed 
into a <lcvil. 
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her origin and first progress in the Roinan Empire. 
For Gibbon, if the servant of Christ has renounced 
the world, it is because he has found out that he 
will not succeed in it. For him the virgin is not 
very pure, nor the saint very holy, nor the martyr 
very wise. 

The Church's Master came to make men more 
human, to endow them with a truer humanity. 
He appealed to them as men, and gave them 
credit for some portion of that which He enabled 
them to develop and enlarge. In this word He 
seems to say — " I cannot use these hands, cannot 
raise a cup to My lips, if a cup were here. I know 
that there is human feeling among you. I thirst." 

Some effect was produced. " Some of them that 
stood by," had said before, "behold. He calleth 
Elijah. And one ran and filled a sponge full of 
vinegar, put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink, 
saying, Let be ; let us see whether Elijah cometh 
to take Him down."^ If there was something of 
superficial mockery, compassion was not altogether 
wanting. The pathos of that death awakened pity, 
and pity is contagious. But a little after it broke 
out with irrepressible emotion. " All the multi- 
tudes that came together to this sight, when 
they beheld the things that were done, returned 
smiting their breasts." ^ Jesus saith, I thirst. There 
was set there a vessel full of vinegar ; so they put 

* St. Mark xv. 35, ^6. - St. Luke xxiii. 48. 
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a sponge full of the vinegar upon the hyssop, and 
brought it to His mouth.'*^ St. John explains and 
fills up St. Mark's narrative. 

But there was more than pity abroad. The dark- 
ness awed the multitude. An impression was made 
upon many by the patience, delicacy, courage, 
dignity, sweetness of the Sufferer. In the Eli cry 
there were those who had heard for the first time 
the reality of prayer. Something of Elijah's 
chafacter and history was known to the legionaries 
distorted and exaggerated by tradition. They 
were not without fear of some manifestation of the 
prophet of retribution who came on errands of ven- 
geance, and through the rush of rain and the sheet 
of fire passed like a cloud to the hills. " Let be ; 
let us see whether Elijah cometh to take Him 
down." It is frivolous ; they jest. But it is 
tremendous ; they tremble. One feels it in their 
words.* 

It would seem from St. John that more than 
the one mentioned by St. Mark,^ who actually 
passed the cooling sponge over the dying lips, were 
the first-fruits of that appeal. So that even its 
first result was a finer feeling, a readier sympathy, 
a more instinctive tenderness. 

3. The third of the sentences from the cross 

1 St. John xix. 28, 29. 2 t^vr* — X^wik^v. St. Mark xv. 36. 

* o\ 86 irA^iroi^es air6yyov jc.t.A. St. John xix. 29. UpafiifV 5« 
eff, K.r A. St. Mark xv. 36. 

T 
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peculiar to St. John is the sixth in order — ** it is 
finished." 

This word was already in His heart before it 
was spoken.^ The most comprehensive and gene- 
ralized of these sayings is thus linked to the most 
special and personal. Let us consider the Divine 
glory of this. 

{a) First, and most obviously, life on earth was 
finished. " All things are at an end for me " — 
a Greek dramatist places the words in the lips of a 
dying man.^ And equivalent language is uttered 
every day. The most commonplace spectators 
around the cross, if asked by their rough comrades 
what the dying man had just uttered, would 
have answered — " he says that all is over." The 
Christian remembers that it was the one white life 
among the blurred records of human existence — 
the only one of which He who lived it could say 
with truth, " I glorified Thee on the earth, having 
accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me 
to do."3 

{b) To believers it will be equally obvious to 
supply " all things written in Scripture." The 
evangelist — here, as often, the interpreter of the 
inner mind of the Lord — looks at once into the 
heart of Scripture and the heart of Jesus. 

^ Cf, tlHiis 6 *lri(rov5 St* f|8ij irdvra rcriKfarrai (v, 28), with 
rer4\€(rrtu (v. 30). The alteration of ** accomplished" (v. 28 A. V.) 
for "finished" {Idt'd. R.V.) is, therefore, very important. 

• TcAos Ix** '''^ irdyra fioi. ^ St. John xvii. 4. 
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For, throughout that life, all things were done 
which the law required ; ^ all things were fulfilled 
which prophecy foretold. Stroke by stroke the 
picture grew, the crucifix was carved. Often there 
was merely a hint ; then some seer " learned in 
sorrow what He gave in song." The fulfilment was 
shaped out, not on canvas, nor in words and stone : 
but by the living God in human flesh.^ The ab- 
rogation too was finished of all that had been 
tolerated until the coming in of the better dis- 
pensation, when imperfections and littlenesses were 
to be ennobled, rites superseded by the Eucharist, 
and washings by regeneration.^ All that was typical 
also was finished by being realized — the four 
forms of sacrifice by the fourfold fulness of the one 
offering. All His sufferings too were finished — 
the sorrow of that loneliness, the shame and pain 
the burden of our sins. The promises, too, dim in 
their magnificence, so often seen by the saints 
trembling through their tears, were finished. All 
the promises culminated in this, " he that con- 
quereth shall inherit these things ; " but these 
things are the " all things " just above.* As for 
him who walks in some lovely scenery, the 
mountain and the river, the sunshine and the 

^ Leviticus xxii. 21 ; St. Matthew iii. 15. 
'^ St. Luke xvii. 13 ; xxii. 37. Acts xiii. 29. 
' Colossians ii. 14. 

■* 6 viK&v KXTipovofiiiffd toGto. Apoc. xxi. 7. C/. Kaivdi iroiw 
vatrra. Ibid. v. 5. 
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shadow, are things of which he can say — "all this 
is mine." ^ 

Such is the Divine glory of Christ as revealed to 
faith in this word from the cross. 

Finally — one incident of the cross, mentioned by 
all the evangelists, is given by St. John as a con- 
spicuous instance of one of his Leading Ideas. 
Human language is considered as a witness to the 
glory of the universal King. 

The world-wide importance of this witness is 
indicated. 

An oblong tablet is placed over the cross with 
the accusation written upon it.^ Pilate dimly felt 
the significance of this. His answer to the chief 
priest is partly a bitter sneer ; but there is in it 
also an inner feeling of the true royalty of the 
crucified Nazarene, and a profound conviction that 
he and they are at that moment " making history." 
St. John was nearer the cross than the others. It 
is a fact of our nature that in times of the deepest 
mental suffering, outward circumstances, apparently 
of no great importance, are burnt into the memory 
We have, therefore, probably in St. John the most 
accurate version of the words of the Title, and 
the true order of the. language — Hebrew, Latin, 
Greek.^ 

^ 2 Corinthians i. 19, 20. 

* St. John xix. 19. "Pilati jussu non manu.*' (Bengel.) 
^ ** Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." St. John xix. 19. 
("ipsissima verba," Bengel. )—'E3pai(rT(, 'P»fiaT<rri, 'EWrivitrrL 



*'_F I 



VI OF THE GOSPELS 277 

Of the three languages, the first was national, the 
second official, the last the " common " dialect of 
many races. But there was more than this. There 
is a general character in language. The first is 
one of the simplest and most vivid of languages, 
nearly every verb being a picture. The second is 
strong and sententious, the language of law and 
moral satire, yet capable of lyrical sweetness as 
well adapted to the 

** Wielder of the stateliest measure 
Ever moulded by the lips of men." 

The third has been splendidly characterized as 
"a musical and golden language, which gives a 
soul to the objects of sense and a body to the 
abstractions of philosophy."^ These languages also 
have a history. Hebrew is the speech of revelation. 
Latin has* had two histories — the first in the Roman 
people with their conquest and their jurisprudence ; 
the second in the massive theology, in the sweet 
and awful hymns of the Latin Church. Greek re- 
presents the principle of progress ; it is the pollen 
which has vitalized every flower of thought that 
lives upon earth. 

Thus the three languages represent not only 
three races, but their qualities and tendencies. 
Wherever these exist — where there is an eye to 
read, a hand to write, a tongue to speak — the cross 

* (jibbon. 
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has a message, and the King a kingdom. The 
" Title " ' is, in St. John's view, the witness of 
language to the King of the Jews, who is also the 
King of humanity. 

Thus, by the Divine self-possession so strongly 
contrasted with human weakness : by the hushed 
awe of the Roman Proconsul in the presence of a 
prisoner, as these few deep words come, grand 
and brief, as if from the long silence of God ; by 
the strange royalty of that pathetic form, tricked 
out in that sad finery, and crowned with that 
dreadful coronation ; by those unlooked for fulfil- 
ments of type and prophecy ; by the glory of those 
three last words, which any one, apparently, might 
have spoken, and yet in which lie folded all 
suffering, power, and love ; by the heaven and 
earth keeping guard round the helpless body of 
the Lamb of God, we behold a glory as of 
the Only-Begotten. They " crucified the Lord of 
Glory." 

IV 

On the whole, in the part of this discussion 
which bears upon tlje Leading Ideas of the 
evangelists in the narrative of the Crucifixion, we 
have seen the Passion in its sacredness, in its 
power, in its tenderness, in its glory — the dying 
Saviour as true, mighty, beautiful, divine — the 

^ jirKos. 
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last words and the death of the Messiah, of the 
Son of God, of the Son of Man, of the Word 
made Flesh. 

This fourfold delineation meets the wants of the 
Church and of humanity. 

1. St. Matthew addresses that Hebrew element 
which will never quite pass away. 

The history of the Bible supplies the moral and 
spiritual corrective to the dazzlir^g pictures of our 
human history. Its heroes are the selfish and the 
strong ; its favourite tales are of conquest. 

The subject of the first Gospel is the Hero of all 
time, the Heir of all the ages, of the tragic anguish 
of the prophecies. Its motto is — "that it might 
be fulfilled." 

2. St. Mark rather responds to a certain Roman 
clement in our race. The Lamb is also the Lion. 
The cross lifts up a victor. He who was crucified 
through weakness lives by the power of God. His 
apparent feebleness was at all times sustained by 
a reserve of wondrous strength. Of that strength 
He makes His Church a constant partaker. Work 
and confirmation is its summary.^ 

3. Of St. Luke's connection with the Hel- 
lenic temperament we have already spoken at 
large. 

4. St. John answers to the claims of religious 

* ToO Kv^iou (Tvvi^-^ovvroz koX rhv \6yov fitfiaiovPTos. St. Mark 
xvi. 19, 20. 
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reflection, to the wants of those who think as well 
dispray. The Church must be vertebrate ; she needs 
an organization and a theology. In St. John she 
finds the great dogmas of the Gospel, the theology 
of the Incarnation and of the Cross. 



^ 



VII 



QUALIFICATIONS OF, AND CONCLUSIONS 
FROM, THE CONCEPTION OF LEADING 
IDEAS IN THE GOSPELS 



What has been said of the Leading Ideas of the 
evangelists requires to be carefully guarded by one 
qualification. 

If, then, the Leading Idea of one evangelist found 
no kind of support in any or in all of the other 
three, his Gospel would incur the gravest suspicion 
of being ideological, an imaginative essay lying 
outside the region of fact 

But there is none of the evangelists who has not 
passages which set forth the Leading Ideas of one 
or more of the other evangelists as clearly as the 
Gospel itself in which the Idea is most frequent 
and obtrusive. 

The following instances are in point, {ii) St. 
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Luke's is throughout the Gospel of the call of the 
Gentiles. Yet the narrative of the star-led Wise 
Men, the glorious symbol of that call, is peculiar 
to St. Matthew. The mysterious attraction which 
drew certain men of the Hellenic race to Jesus just 
before His crucifixion is recorded by St. John 
alone. ^ (Jb) The record of the scientific side of 
miraculous cures, or of incidents connected with 
the Saviour's physical organization, finds illustra- 
tions in St. Mark and St. John, as well as in St. 
Luke.^ {c) The highest theological conceptions 
and expressions of the self-consciousness of the 
God-Man arc not exclusively confined to St. John.^ 
{d) Subtle psychological traits in St. John, whether 
of our Lord Himself, or of persons mentioned in 
the Gospel, scarcely yield in interest and import- 
ance to those which have caused St. Luke to be 
termed by modern believing critics " the psycho- 
logical evangelist." * {/) The peculiar blessings of 

* St. Matthew ii. 1-12 {cf. viii. 11, 12) ; St. John xii. 20-37. 
'^ St. Mark viii. 23, 24 ; St. John xix. 34. 

^ St. Matthew xi. 25-30 (especially v. 27), etj toOto i^r^xQov, St. 
Mark i. 38 ; St. John viii. 48 ; St. Luke x. 21-23. 

* Thus the totally different expression given to a blind man's face 
by the restoration of sight is given with matchless delicacy in St. 
John ix. 9. Our Lord's superiority to mere passive emotion, even 
when He submits to it, is conveyed by St. John xi. 33 {iriptxJ^^v 
kavrSv). Cf. xii. 27, 28. St. Mark iii. 5 (icfpi^Ki)^i.yLtvos ficr* 
opyrjs, (TvvAtnrovfiiyo':) proves that the second evangelist has some of 
St. Luke's gifted insiglit into the mind of Christ. vSt. Matthew's 
mode of telling the Baptist's ''sending by his disciples" from 
prison to Jesus, shows that he thoroughly perceived the psychological 
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poverty cannot be termed with any truth " peculiar 
to the Ebionite Gospel, the heresy of Luke." They 
are found in the other three evangelists.^ (/) The 
fulfilment of Hebrew prophecy is only less close to 
St. John's heart than to St. Matthew's.* 

Thus, whatever is diffused as a Leading Idea 
over one Gospel is found concentrated as an ex- 
isting and important Idea in all the other Gospels, 
or at least in some of them. 

paradox of the varying efTect of evidence according to subjective 
conditions, profoundly put by a great poet. 

"The mind's repose 
On evidence is not to be ensured 
By act of naked reason. Moral truth 
Is no mechanic structure built by rule. 
And which, once built, retains a steadfast shape 
And undisturbed proportions ; but a thing 
Subject, you deem, to vital accidents. 
And, like the water-lily, lives and thrives 
Whose root is fixed in stable earth, whose head 
Floats on the tossing waves." 

Wordsworth. Excursion. Works, p. 444. 

' St. Augustine has stated this question with the large good, sense 
that he often exhibits. " Sic suscepit impium divitem cruciatus ignis, 
ut tamen pium pauperem suscepit sinus divitis. (St. Luke xvi. 19- 
12)." '*Ista superbia (i Tim. vi. 17-19) divitem ilium qui con- 
temnebat pauperem justum et ista spes in incerto divitiarum, qua 
se propter purpuram, byssum et epulas splendidas beatum putabat ; 
non ipsse divitije perduxerunt ad infemi tormenta. " — S. Aug. Epist. 
clvii. 23-26, opp. torn. ii. 686 Evlit. Migne. 

- St. John ii. 17 ; vii. 38 ; xii. 38-42 ; xv. 25 ; xviii. 9 ; xix. 24- 
28, 36, 37. 
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II 

We may take one incident common to all the 
evangelists as a specimen of the way in which the 
narratives were moulded by their Leading Ideas — 
the call of Simon and Andrew, James and John — ^ 
(i) St. Matthew records it very briefly, apparently 
mainly as the fulfilment of a prophecy of Isaiah.* 
(2) St. Mark's notice is also short. To him the 
conversions present themselves as noble instances 
of the attraction of grace, of the resistless magic 
of that voice.^ Nothing is impossible with God. 
Yet that two brothers should simultaneously obey 
a call which involved so much self-sacrifice is no 
ordinary event. But that another pair of brothers 
should do so, and leap at the same moment over a 
mental and moral chasm so vast, constitutes a com- 
plex improbability which the ingenuity of a mathe- 
matician has set itself to state in the terms of his 
science.* The modern critical and historical spirit 
is tempted to see pritnA facie indications of the 
iteration so commonly characteristic of the legends 

» St. Matthew iv. 18-23 \ St. Mark i. 16-21 ; St. Luke v. 1-12 ; 
cf, St. John i. 35-43. We speak for convenience of the incident as 
common to all the evangelists ; though, of course, St. John's 
account is, strictly speaking, not the call itself^ but the preparation 
for it in the case of Andrew and Simon. 

2 St. Matthew iv. 14-22. 

3 St. Mark i. 16-20. 

■* See the ingenious statement of Mr. Latham, Pastor Pastorum^ 
pp. 196-202. 
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of the most different countries.^ But St. Luke, 
with his keen moral tact, bridges over the chasm 
by supplying the psychological antecedents of the 
cases, which, stated barely, might seem strange and 
even suspicious. There was a previous connexion 
between the pairs of brothers and the Master, as 
there were business ties between Simon and 
Andrew, John and James. All four had previously 
heard some of that great teaching and been brought 
near to that marvellous personality. They had 
seen a miracle just of the character to impress 
minds like theirs. Simon Peter felt the spiritual 
awe of a decisive beginning, of a resolve which had 
been slowly maturing, and which was now brought 
to full ripeness by the fierce light of the spiritual 
world thrown upon it in a few moments.^ St. John 
(one of whose Leading Ideas is the instinctive 
historical actuality which balances his unquestion- 
able idealism) clears the way still further. One of 
the pair of fisher-brothers — intimate and in practi- 
cal relations with the other — were disciples of long 
standing. Jesus had long before looked into the 

^ "James and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners 
with Simon " (St Luke v. 10). 

* "But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell down at Jesus' knees, 
saying, Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he 
was amazed, and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes 
which they had taken : and so were also James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto 
Simon, Fear not ; from henceforth thou shalt catch men " (St. Luke 
V. 8-1 1). 
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very depths of Simon's being with that penetrating 
and attractive glance.^ The call, which had been 
long prepared for, being more than half expected, 
came at last. All the narratives are true. No one 
is in any way inconsistent with the others. But 
the first two evangelists redacted their gospels when 
much was fresh in the memory of the Church, which 
was taken for granted and did not need to be 
written. St. Luke fills in the particulars, and St. 
John supplies a solid substratum in the earlier part 
of the evangelical story. Thus all are true. For 
St. Matthew the obedience of the brethren to a 
call of such momentous import was, indeed, one 
individual and most beautiful illustration of the 
prophetic announcement of the " great light " which 
was to " spring up " from Galilee of the Gentiles. 
To St. Mark the incident was another proof of the 
magnetic and triumphant sweetness, the victrix 
delectatio which the Conqueror of hearts com- 
municated instantaneously^ to the wills of men. 
St. Luke, the psychological evangelist, indicates 
that in this, as in all other circumstances, no inch 
of human nature lies outside the reign of law ; that 
the spark of heavenly grace in this case also sets 
fire to materials previously provided. St. John 
with no immediate view to this incident — from his 
historical tendency and purpose — has laid a strong 

^ 'Efii3x^<f'as awT^ h 'Iij^roOs c7ircv, ic. t.A. (St. John i. 43). 
^ Ev9«»s ii^4vr€s r& BUrva ain&t'. (St. Mark i. 18.) 
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foundation of fact under the statements of his pre- 
decessors. To us this seems an interesting example 
of the benefit which arises from a judicious use of 
the conception of Leading Ideas. 

Ill 
With two inferences we may conclude. 

A 

The first regards the view of the verbal structure 
of the Gospel which we are forced by truth to 
take. 

I. The "informal character" of these memoirs 
is brought out by the very nature of the Leading 
Ideas by which they are pervaded. Our Lord's 
words are not given, either in their original 
language (except a few broken words chiefly in 
St. Mark), nor apparently in a version of them 
literally and absolutely accurate. The spirit of 
them is preserved in the highest degree. But we 
have different versions of the same words with a 
view to the evangelists' chief purpose. Events 
are not generally narrated in exact chronological 
sequence. We cannot help feeling that in some 
one narrative, one evangelist has more profoundly 
grasped and more thoroughly co-ordinated the 
circumstances than the others.^ Thus, we have not 

^ This, A we have seen, is notably the case with the whole 
incident of the rich young man, and the words following from it. 
St. Mark x. 17-38. 
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one perfect and unbroken record of the earthly life 
of the Saviour, but four different photographs, 
" four different projections/* which each soul has 
to reproduce for itself. ^ 

Are there no minute inaccuracies ? Are we 
forced by preconceived theories to suppose, for 
instance, that the truth of the Gospel depends e.g^ 
upon cramming each of the words in the four titles 
over the cross, given by the four evangelists, into 
one connected form, from which no syllable is 
wanting ? 

Two principles appear to be certain : 

1. The revelation in Holy Scripture is necessarily 
contained in words and sentences. " The law speaks 
with the tongue of the children of men." The 
medium which it employs and the persons whom it 
addresses are alike imperfect. It must lower what is 
divine in elevating what is human. It is the approxi-- 
mation of divine thought to human intellect and 
feeling. It is not, it cannot be, exclusively divine.* 

2. But if not exclusively ^w'xn^^ it is so sufficiently 
for the ends which it contemplates. 

As regards the Gospels with which we are now 
concerned, Jesus founded a Society. The peculiarity 
of the members of that Society is that they are 
spiritually like Him ; that His words and works 

^ This fact, and its moral and spiritual gains, are admirably stated 
by Mr. Latham. Pastor Pastorum (pp. 16-18). 
- See Note at end. 
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are the rule and model, the very breath of their 
existence. The life of each true Christian is a 
small replica, the Church a great one, of His. 

But if (as experience proves) Jesus is not visible 
and audible ; if the Spirit uses Christ's words and 
deeds as the necessary condition of His action, 
the Church must have a substantially true and 
faithful image of His human life, teaching, and 
conduct. Either the Gospels are in their language 
and structure inspired and divine sufficiently up to 
this point and for this purpose ; or, if not, this 
false image would project a false shadow. False 
Gospels would make a false Church. 

But the experience of nineteen centuries proves 
that the Church has this, and with this, all neces- 
sary for it. 

The Church has no theory of inspiration.^ Criti- 
cism is perpetually busy ; it untwists every 
thread and fibre of the language of the Gospels. 
It seeks to read the mystery of their origin. But 
neither the recognition of Leading Ideas in the 
evangelists, nor any other result of study, disturbs 
this result The Gospels are divine at least up to 
this point — that they present the Church sufficiently 
with the earthly life and teaching of her Master. 

* See Note A, p. 293. 
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B 



Our second inference regards the view of Jesus 
Christ presented to us by the evangelists through 
His life, as moulded for us by their Leading Ideas. 

There is one current of thought in regard to 
existence which has come to us primarily perhaps 
from the East ; but which, with Spinoza for its 
geometrician and Goethe for its prophet and poet, 
is now in the air we breathe. 

Life is a strange and fatal gift. Each human 
existence is a frail and fleeting apparition. Every 
successive life is part of an unending ironical 
play of illusions, of which each gives a promise 
which it can never fulfil, and fades away in yet 
another disappointment. The absolute existence 
spends itself in filling up time with these ephemeral 
creations. The solution, we are told, is that this 
visible world is the only shrine of life and being ; 
that the soul, the world, God, are different aspects 
of the one solitary existence.^ 

^ This view has been given with the utmost clearness of which it 
is susceptible by a recent lamented poet. 

" The Spirit of the World 

** Let a sardonic smile 
For one short moment wander o*er his lips. 
TluU smile was Heine ! — for its earthly hour 
The strange guest sparkled ; now 'tb passed away. 
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But in the Gospels is concentrated the manifesta- 
tion of God made Man to us as personal individual 
beings. And the description of that manifestation 
is made more real and personal by the application 
to it of the Leading Ideas of the evangelists. Thus 
Christ appeals most effectually to creatures so 
various in temperament and circumstances — 
moulded by such different trainings — attracted by 
such different qualities. Jew or Gentile ; the lover 
of power, of beauty and sympathy, of lofty ideal- 
ism ; the Christ of the evangelists speaks to all. 
He seems to say to the sons of men — " as I dealt 
with men and women in the Gospels ; as I took 

"That was Heine ! and we, 
Myriads who live, who have lived. 
What are we all but a mood, 
A single mood, of the life. 
Of the spirit in whom we exist. 
Who alotie is all things in one, 

"Spirit, who fillest us all ! 
Spirit, who utterest in each 
New-coming son of mankind 
Such of thy thoughts as thou wilt ! 
O thou, one of whose moods, 
Bitter and strange was the life 
Of Heine .... 
Mayst thou a mood more serene. 
Happier, have utter'd in mine ! 
Made it a ray of thy thought, 
Made it a beat of thy joy." 

(Poems by Matthew Arnold. Second Volume. Heine^s Grave, 
Pp. 263-266.) 
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the sick and sinful by the hand ; so * I bring you 
health and cure, and I will cure you, and I will 
reveal unto you abundance of peace and truth/ ^ 
As many were ungrateful then in the days of My 
flesh,* so is it ever. Each one of you separately 
is dear to Me." 

In this sad world one thing and one only is 
permanent — one thing and one thing only saves 
us from the Pantheistic philosophy of despair. 
Jesus is " yesterday and to-day the same — aye, and 
unto the ages." * The reality of His earthly history 
is the guarantee of the reality of His heavenly 
working ; and the reality as well as the variety 
of His earthly history is brought out pre-eminently 
by the Leading Ideas from which the evangelists 
have contemplated it. 

^ Jeremiah xxxiii. 6. 

* St. Luke ix. 41 ; xvil 17 ; St. Matthew xxiiL 37. 
' Hebrews xiii. 8. Yqt b alr6s cf, Flebrews i.«i2. Cf, Psalm 
cii. 27. (LXX.) 
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NOTES 



NOTE A. 

Nearly all that can substantially be said upon this subject was 
said by Cardinal Newman fifty years ago, with that almost prophetic 
insight into the course of modem religious speculation which he 
often exhibited. Writing upon a subject at that time scarcely 
thought of by English theologians, he observed : — 

**In this point of view, we may, without irreverence, speak even 
of the words of inspired Scripture as imperfect and defective. In- 
spiration is defective, not in itself, but in consequence of the 
medium it uses and the beings whom it addresses. It uses human 
language, and it addresses man ; and neither can man compass, nor 
can his hundred tongues utter the mysteries of the spiritual world 
and God's dealings in this. This vast and intricate scene of things 
cannot be generalized or represented through or to the mind of 
man. And inspiration, in undertaking to do so, necessarily lowers 
what is divine to raise what is htiman^ sooner than we should know 
nothing. Almighty God has condescended to speak to us, so far as 
human thought and language will admit, by approximationy in order 
to give us practical rules for our own conduct. Herein consists one 
great blessing' of the Gospel Covenant, that in Christ's death and in 
other parts of the economy, are concentrated, as it were, and so 
presented to us those attributes and works which fill eternity. And, 
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with a like graciousness, we are also told, in human language, con- 
cerning His Son and His Spirit, and concerning His Son's In- 
carnation." 

Newman's Sermons befai-e the University of Oxford. Sermon 
xii. 264-266. 



NOTE B 

St. Luke xxiv. 13-36. 

We have here a personal attestation— /r^^a^/j^ the attestation 
of St. Luke himself (though that is not necessary for our argument). 
The question has often been asked whether St. Luke was one of 
the seventy disciples. Quite clearly he could not have been one 
of the "eye-witnesses from the beginningy" from whom he separates 
himself in the first sentence of his Gospel. Yet the wide-spread 
tradition that he was a personal follower, and in some sense 
a personal disciple of Jesus, must have had some substantial basis. 
This may well have been the record of the Easter walk to Emmaus.^ 

We are entitled to ask how the facts could have been written by 
any but an eye-witness, or by one who moulded his history from the 
lips of, or from a document supplied by, an eye-witness? 

There are literary no less than physical impossibilities. One is 
often led to wish that the instructive Introductions prefixed by Sir 
Walter Scott to some of his novels were as much read as they 
deserve. In the Introduction to the Monastery Scott confesses 
the failure of the White Lady of Avenel. He proceeds to assert 
the inevitable breakdown of " supernatural machinery " in fiction. 
He seems inclined to except almost alone Ariel, that beautiful 
creation of Shakespeare's fancy. He might have added that 
Shakespeare himself is not successful when he advances beyond 
astral or fairy beings, varying, capricious, inconstant, yet not alto- 
gether unkindly. In Hamlet the impression produced by the Ghost 
upon those who behold him is given with an awful majesty unmatched 



^ St. Luke xxiv. 13-40. 
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in human literature ; but the Ghost's own language is by no means 
equal. ^ 

Is it not, then, what we have called a literary impossibility^ that 
the company of Galileans could have supplied a writer thus perfectly 
and equally at home with the majesty of style of a risen God ? More 
especially so as the writer would not have been sustained by the 
strong tide of imagination which buoys up the inventor of a happy 
fiction, but depressed by the leaden weight which a forger drags at 
his ankles. He would not have been borne by the storm-footed 
steeds of enthusiasm, but by the dull hoofs which every lie is forced 
to employ. Indeed, if some forgotten Shakespeare had existed 
among that simple company, no degree of genius could have enabled 
him to move securely and gracefully on ranges so high and difficult. 
No one, therefore, who was not present — supposing that he could 
have told so naturally about the feelings^ as well as words and 
actions of the two — could have invented those inimitable sentences 
and placed them in the lips of Jesus. 

* Mar. "Speak to it, Horatio." 

HoR. ** What art thou thai usurfist this time of night, 

Together with that fair and warlike form 

In which the majesty of buried Denmark 

Did sometime march ? 
Mar. ** We do it wrongs being so majestical, 

To offer it the show of violence. ^^ 
Ber, ** It was about to speak, when the cock crew." 
HoR. ** And then it started, like a guilty thing 

Upon a fearful summons J* 

The language of the Ghost (Act i. Scene 5) is not maintained 
throughout at all at the same high level. 
^ St. Luke xxiv. 32. 
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NOTE C 

'Ii^croSi wpoiKowrtv <ro^l<f. St. Luke ii. 52. 

We may quote a fine and stately piece ot psychology by an eminent 
living writer. 

" The life of Jesus as a boy and youth at Nazareth is told in the 
words — *He grew; He obeyed.'^ There was nothing extra- 
ordinary, nothing startling, nothing apparently outside the lines of 
human nature. He develops physically like other children. He 
shows, from year to year, the intelligence and the virtues, the grace 
and the charm which are suitable tp His age. No obstacle thwarts 
this perfect growth. The passions, as they awake, have a tumult 
and an effervescence which disturb the harmony of every human 
being. But in the soul of Jesus they are in perfect equilibriunu 
Evil in any form never even touches the Holy Thing which is bom, 
in whom dwelleth in bodily wise the fulness of God. In Him matter 
is {penetrated by the soul, which sways and transfigures it ; and the 
soul by the Spirit of God, which fills and makes it divine. No 
psychology can analyse the irradiations of God in the soul of Jesus ; 
no science will ever grasp the beauty of that body vibrating and 
growing up under the rays and impulses of a soul which the Infinite 
pervades with His breath and grace. He is the ideal infant and 
youth, as presently He will be the ideal man. There is this differ- 
ence between Him and the sons of earth — that the best of us aspire 
to an ideal perfection which we never reach, whilst He realizes the 
absolute type. The total Personal union of the human and divine 
Nature gave Him the intuition of infinite truth, the possession of 
infinite love, the unbroken enjoyment of infinite beauty ; but it did 
not hinder the development of experimental knowledge in its realm ; 
nor, again, the progressive exercise of virtues, the effort of the will, 
any more than bodily fatigues, labour, and pain. This is the 
essential appanage of the earthly man. Jesus willed to have it 
whole and entire, with its weakness, its misery, and its mortality. 

^ P^re Didon. /^sus Christ, lib. i. chap. v. pp. 70-79* <^* '^' 
Adolescence attd Youth 0/ /esus. 



L 
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His union with God excepted Him from nothing but sin and imper- 
fection. The most different moods could co-exist simultaneously in 
His soul without mutual exclusion or destruction. His intuition is 
compatible with experimental knowledge ; His divine joys are allied 
to nameless sufferings, and His most painful struggles to an un- 
alterable serenity." 



This is the fimver of Aquinas, and of Aquinas where he is at his 
best. 

The substance of the teaching of Aquinas upon the God-Man's 
increase in wisdom seems to be as follows : — 

Is there ignorance in Christ ? 

In the affirmative it may be argued — 

1. Christ on earth had what suited the Human, not the Divine 
Nature, such as suffering and death. 

2. One may be called ignorant from any defect of knowledge. And 
Christ knew not sin (2 Corinthians v. 21). 

But the negative is ruled, for — 

*Wgnoraniia per ignorantiam non toilitur" But Christ came 
to take away our ignorance as well as our sin. As for the last 
purpose there could be in Him no **fomes peccati," so for the 
first there could be no ignorance. 

As to Christ's Humanity, it may be considered [a) per se — 
from which point of view it may be looked upon as ignorant and 
servile, or {b) as united with the Divine Personality, and "full of 
grace and truth " (St. John i. 14). 

So far as ignorance can be predicated of Him, it can only be per 
experientiam. He knows absolutely per simpiicem notitiam, (S. 
Thom Aquin. Pars iii. Quaest. xv. Art. iii. [** Utrum in Christofuit 
ignorantia "], Summa Theolog, Tom. iv. pp. 66, 67). 

II 

Whether Christ knew all things in regard to infused knowledge ? 
A double knowledge was impressed on the soul of Christ, each 
most perfect in its own way. (a) The first exceeded human nature, 
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wherewith He saw the essence of God, and all things in It. This 
is simply most perfect, {b) There was another knowledge in Christ 
in a way proportionate to human nature, as He knew things per 
species. This was not absolutely most perfect, but most perfect 
relatively to human knowledge. 

Obj. "There was in Christ a certain knowledge acquired by ex- 
perience. But He did not experience all things. Therefore He did 
not know all things in this way. " 

But if He was not ^^ omnia expertus ; " yet from that which He 
did experimentally know, He had knowledge of all things. 

"Jesus increased in wisdom" (St. Luke ii. 51). Merely human 
wisdom is wisdom acquired in human methods. " Scientia acquisita 
crescitur ab intellectu agente qui non simul totum operatur, sed 
successive. Secundum banc scientiam Christus non a principio 
scivit omnia sed paulatim." (Pars iii. Qusest. xii. Tom. ix. § 59.) 

" Haec scientia fuit perfecta secundum /«w/f#j ; licet non semper 
fuerit perfecta simpliciter et secundum naturam. Ideo potuit habere 
augmentum." {Ibid. § 601.) Pars iii. Art. iv. Quaest. xi. 

"De scientia indita vel infusa animae Christi." — Tom. iv. §§ 56- 
60. D. Thom. Summ. TTieolog, cum Comment. Cajetani. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES 

NOTE A (p. 8). 

INDICATIONS OF THE STYLE AND TONE OF ST. LUKE IN THE 

EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 

The fact of striking resemblances of style and expression between 
the Epistle to the Hebrews and the writings of St. Luke has been 
recognized for ages in the Christian Church. 

All the earliest existing authorities attribute the Epistle to St. 
Paul. But doubts upon the subject begin with the b^innings of 
criticism. Clement of Alexandria and Origen * perceived a certain 

^ The passages in Eusebius run thus : '* But the Epistle to the 
Hebrews [Clement in his Hypotyposes\ affirms to be Paul's, but 
that it was written to Hebrews in the Hebrew language, whilst 
Luke, covetous of the honour [^lAor^/itfr], translated and pub- 
lished it for Greeks. Hence careful examination discovers the 
same colouring of style in the translated epistle as in the Acts ; 
but that the usual * Paul Apostle is not prefixed naturally enough." 
"For" (says Clement), "in writing an Epistle to Hebrews, who 
were prejudiced against him and suspected him, he very prudently 
did not revolt them in the outset by giving his name." Clement 
then adds a suggestion. ** Now then " * (he writes), ** as the blessed 
elder [probab. Pantrenus] said, since the Lord, as Apostle of the 
Most High, was sent to the Hebrews, Paul as having been sent to 
the Gentiles, through humility does not describe himself as apostle 
of the Hebrews, both for the sake of giving honour to the Lord, and 

* ^5ij hty apparently meeting a fresh difficulty of his day. See 
Westcott, Epistle to Hebreivs. Ixvii. 
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unlikeness to St. Paul's tone and thought. They account for the 
phenomena by supposing that the Epistle is Pauline but not Pants. 
They conjecture that there was possibly a Hebrew original translated 
into Greek by St. Luke (or by St Clement of Rome) ; possibly a 
joint collaboration, to which St Paul contributed the argument or 
general design, while St. Luke or St. Clement put the piece in 
shape in the Greek language, working freely within the lines 
indicated by the Apostle. 

"The particular criticism of which we are speaking," writes Dr. 
Vaughan, "has taken no step, certainly no stride, towards finality, 
since the age of Clement and Origen." {Epistle to Hebretvs, Pref. 
xiii. ) Yet we venture to think that this great scholar has under- 

on account of its seeming a possibly ostentatious superfluity that one 
who was apostle and herald of the Gentiles should write authoritatively 
to the Hebrews also." (Euseb. H.E. vi. 14.) [Origen writes], 
"Every judicious critic of finances of style must admit that the 
literary character of the Epistle to the Hebrews does not possess the 
unmistakable individuality of the apostle, who confessed that he was 
rude in speech, that is in verbal phrase, while the Epistle is of a 
higher and purer cast of Hellenic diction. But on the other hand, 
such a critic knows that the thoughts of the Epistle are of wonderful 
depth and elevation, and in no way second to the Apostolic 
writings." 

To this Origen afterwards appends : " But I would add my own 
opinion that the conceptions are those of the Apostle ; but the 
phrase and the literary setting belong to some one putting forth as 
in a memoir that to which he was prompted by his teacher. If, then, 
any Church holds the Epistle for Paul's, let that Church be approved 
even for this ; for the ancients did not rashly hand it down as of PauL 
But, as to the question who wrote it, God knows the truth of the 
matter ; but the history of it, as it came down to us, was according 
to some, that Clement, who became Bishop of the Romans, wrote 
it, but according to others Luke, the author of the Gospel and the 
Acts." (Euseb. H.E. vi. 25.) This passage of Origen was written 
af\er A.D. 245. The opinion of Eusebius himself is against the 
Lucanian, and for the Clementine origin of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. {H.E, iii. 38.) 
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estimated the evidence produced by Dr. Franz Delitzsch, throughout 
the Commentary upon the Epistle to the Hebrews^ which will pro- 
bably remain the first authority upon the subject, and especially in 
the dissertation as to the authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
(Comment, on the Hebrews y E.T. Vol. ii. 409-418). 

We proceed to consider the affinities between the acknowledged 
writings of St. Luke and the Epistle to the Hebrews under three 
heads. 

(i) Resemblances in style, expression, and construction. 

(ii) Resemblances in a common substratum of study and habitual 
thought, manifesting itself in illustrations, and in the form and 
colour which they assume. 

(iii) Resemblances in theological ideas and Christolc^ical con- 
ception. 



Resemblances in style, expression, and construction. 

These resemblances can only be satisfactorily exhibited by being 
presented to the eye at length in opposite columns. They are cer- 
tainly very numerous, when we consider the difference between 
historical documents and a theological treatise. Instances where 
words, expressions, and construction are peculiar to the three books 
in the N.T., are marked with asterisks. 

EPISTLE TO HEBREWS. ST. LUKE's GOSPEL AND ACTS, 



*liia<pop^(poy wap* avrohs... *ir\4oy wapii rh 9iar€rayfi4yov 

tvoiM. Hebrews i. 4 {cf, iii. 3 ; hfuv. St. Luke iii. 13. 
ix. 23 ; xi. 4 ; xii. 24). 

8ct wpoffix^i'^ fifJMS rdis &icov(r- wpoafx^^v fois Ka\ovfi4vois. 

Bu<nv (=irpo(r^x***' '''^^ ^^^^ Acts xvi. 14 (f/*. Acts viii. 6, 10, 
rivi), Hebrews ii. I. 11). " irpoo-^x**" is a favourite 

word with St. Luke. Paul 
only uses it in the Past Epp." 
(Delitzsch). 
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TfRs iLKovffOturiy, 



6 81* ayyiXup \a\ri6e\s K6yos. 
Hebrews ii. 2. 



Ti)\ijca^t}s (rwrtiplas, Hebrews 



n. 3. 



truytirifiapTvpovyTos, Hebrews 
ii. 4. 



ZufiaprifpoTo, Hebrews ii. 6. 



€ua77cXiov, nowhere in St. 
Luke's acknowledged writings 
(exc Acts XV. 7 ; XX. 24, both 
Pauline), Such paraphrases or 
synonyms are Lucanian. 

i\dfi«r€ rhy ydfiov els Biarayks 
&yy4Xuy. Acts vii. 53. [This is 
Pauline also. Galatians iii. 19. 
But it may be yet another 
evidence of the spell which the 
angelic ministrations exercised 
over St. Luke. Cf. Acts vil 
30-38.] 

6 \6yos Ti)» ffwrriplas tovtiji. 
Acts xiii. 26. For St. Luke's 
idea of the Gospel as salvation, 
cf, St. Luke i. 69, 71, 77 ; Acts 
ii. 47 ; iv. 12, with Hebrews i. 
14 ; ii. 10 ; v. 9 ; vi. 9 ; ix. 
28. 

Doubly compound verbs of 
this character are Lucanian. Cf. 
avycirirl6€ff$aiy Acts xxiv. 9. 

St. Luke xvi. 28 ; Acts iL 40 ; 
viii. 25 ; X. 42 ; xviii. 5 ; xx. 
23, 24 ; xxviii. 23 (rare in St. 
Paul). 



*rhy kpxfiy^y rUs ffanriptas, *rhy ^pxvyhy rrjs Ms. Acts 

Hebrews ii. 10 ; cf. xii. 2. J". I5 ; v. 31. 

Hebrews ii. 17 is throughout 
Lucanian. 

{a) B0€y in lojgical sense ; iii. i ; {a) Acts xxvi. 19 [never in St. 

vii. 25 ; viii. 3 ; ix. 18. Paul's writings]. 
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*[c) CIS T^ *A(£(ric«o'^o* ri* 
afioftrlas rod Aaov. 

*fi4roxoi. Hebrews iii. 1-14 ; 
vi. 4 ; xii. 8. 

Karavoiiaar€ rhv itn. Kiii iipx* 
r^s 6/jLo\oyias i^yMtv^ iii. I ; x. 24 
( = prolonged and searching con- 
templation). 

ifffi^v ivrryy€\urfi4voi (iv. 2, 6, 
pass, of persons to whom the 
proclamation is made). 

^X^P^" €6p€«y. Hebrews iv. 16. 

*irepiK€irai kaBiveiw, Hebrews 
V. 2. 

Hebrews v. 7. 

ctiro r^9 evAojSe^as. Hebrews 
V. 7 (xiL 28). 

(a) iiro=** source whence." 



*(d) oi 0€o\ hfxoivBivr^s kvBpA- 
irois. Acts xiv. II. 

{c) d Bths lKA.aeirri juoi. St. 
Luke xviii. 13. 

[d) Acts xvii. 22. 

(e) rh irphs, St Luke xiv. 26- 
32 ; xix. 42 ; Acts xxviii. 10. 

*St. Luke v. 7. 

St. Luke v. 7 ; vi. 41 ; xii. 
24-27 ; Acts vii. 32 ; xi. 6 ; 
xxvii. 39. 

St. Luke vii. 22. 



« 
20. 



St Luke i. 30 ; Acts vii. 46. 
St. Luke xvii. 2 ; Acts xxviii. 



St. Luke xxii. 39-46. 



ix^ravolas kirh v^KpSov Kpyuv. 
Hebrews vi. i. 



St. Luke xix. 3 ; xxiv. 41 ; 
Acts xii. 14 ; XX. 9 ; xxii. 1 1. 

$^s. [About 30 times in LXX. 
Never in N.T. except Hebrews 
v. 7 ; xii. 28 ; xi. 7. St. Luke 
ii. 25. Acts xxiii. 10 ; ii. 5 ; 
viii. 2 ; xxiL 12.] 

/jLcray6ri€rov oZv kwh rr^s Koxias 
ffov. Acts viiL 22. 
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ir((rT6«j iiti 0cby. " Ibid. 



Hebrews vi. 7. 
*fiordpriP eSBtroy. Ibid. 

rh ix^H-^va acoriiplas (^x^^MC^i 
" connected with, so as to follow 
immediately)." 

fcaT* ovBtvhs c7x€ fiil(ovos 
ofUffai, Hebrews vi. 13. 

(a) elx* — ^X***** wit^ infin. = 
**to have wherewithal to do the 



iricr^vtiv inL Acts ix. 42 ; xi. 
17 ; xvi. 31 ; xxii. 19. , 

6fifipos ipx^fai. St. Luke xii. 
54. 

*St. Luke ix. 62 ; xiv. 35. 

^ ^X<*M^'^=**near following 
day." St. Luke xiii. 33. Acts 
XX. 15 ; xxi. 26. 



{a) St. Luke vii. 42 ; xii. 4 ; 
xiv. 14. Acts iv. 14 ; xxv. 26 



act. 



a 



{b) 6fx6aai, 



{b) God*s oath. St. Luke i. 73 ; 
Acts vii. 17. 



*Kara^vy6yTes, Hebrews vi. *Acts xiv. 6. 



18. 

$ov\6iJL€yos 6 B€hs...rh iLfitrd- 
dtrovr^s fiovK^s avrov, Hebrews 
vi. 17. 



*&$ iyKvpav ^x?/***' '''^5 'f'^x^ J. 
Hebrews vi. 19. 



iSoi/A^ for God's will. St- 
Luke vii. 30. Acts ii. 23 ; iv. 
28 ; xiii. 36 ; xx. 27. [^Ofi/y 
oiue thus used by St PauL 
Ephesians i. 11.] 

*Acts xxvii. 29, 30, 40. 



TOW B^ox) ToD h^CTov. Hebrews St. Luke viii. 28 ; Acts xvi. 



vii. I. 



17. 



^frarpidpx'ns. Hebrews vii. 4, *Acts ii. 29 ; vii. 8, 9. 



uapTvpobficvos = ' * one to whom 
witness is borne." Hebrews vii. 
xi. 2, 4 ; xi. 39. 



Acts vi. 33 ; X. 22 ; xvi. 2 ; 
xxii. 12. 
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%<rio%, Hebrews vii. 23. [Rare Acts ii. 27 ; xiii. 34, 35. 

in N.T.] \bci&n\s. St. Luke i. 75.] 



*els T^ iravr€A^5. Hebrews 
vii. 25. 



*St. Luke xiii. i. 



*TeA.€(»flr*f. Hebrews vii. II. *St. Luke i. 45. 



oifKKXfi^y^yiciiy. Hebrews vii. 



27. 



T^j ffKTiv^s rris ikKfiOiVTis. He- 
brews viii. I. 



\arp€^ov<riy. Hebrews viii. 5 ; 
ix. 9, 14 ; X. 2 ; xii. 28 ; xiii. 
10 



*iroi^(r«ij IT. Karh rhw tOvop t. 
Zux94»Ta^ K.r.K, Hebrews viii. 
5 (from Exodus xxv. 40; cf, 
xxv. 9 ; xxvi. 30, LXX.). 

*cJ5 T. IT. <ricr\v^v tlfflwriv, 
Hebrews ix. 6.. 

*KOrp<o<riv, Hebrews ix. 12. 



*^ih rov iZiov cilfiaros, He- 
brews ix. 12 ; xiii. 12. 



Vx« Wi/ . . . wdyra. Hebrews ix. 



22. 



St. Luke xiv. 18; xxiii. 17 
(omitted in several MSB.); i 
Corinthians viL 37, same words 
but in different sense. 

St. Luke xvi. 11. [Only 
places outside the Johannic 
group, where i\ri0iy6s occurs 
(exc. I Thessalonians i. 9).] 

St. Luke i. 74 ; ii. 37 ; iv. 8 ; 
Acts vii. 7-42 ; xxiv. 14 ; xxvi. 
7; xxvii. 23. [Rare in N.T. 
outside Lucanian group.] 

*Acts vii. 44. 



•Acts iii. 3 ; xxi. 18-26. 



♦St. Luke i. 68; ii. 38 (c/, 
Kvrputrfis, Acts vii. 35). [Al- 
ways elsewhere iLwo\6rp<»<ris.] 

*Acts XX. 28. 



*Acts xiii. 14 ((rx«S^*' waaa ti 
w6Kis) ; xix. 26 (a'x«5^»' ^darfs 
tUs *Aalas). 

X 
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Xctpoiro(Trra. 
{cf. V. II). 



Hebrews ix. 24 



vvv ifjL^aviaBrii^ai, Hebrews ix. 
24 (cf. xi. 14). 

*iv^€pov, Hebrews x. 8. 
*Uyatiis els. Hebrews X. II. 



Actsvii. 48 ; xviL 24. [Pecu- 
liarly — not exclusively — Luca- 
nian.] 

Acts xxiii. 15-22; xxiv. i ; 
XXV. 2, 15 (also in St. Matthew 
and St. John). 

•St. Luke xiv. 10. 

*St. Luke V. 17. 



^^8^1^ ■Kp6a^rov, Hebrews x. Acts xviii. 2. 



20. 



*<is wapo^vfffxhv iydwris. He- 
brews X. 24. 

<f>ofiepd rts, Hebrews x. 27. 



*liirap^tv, Hebrews x. 34. 



els irfpiwolTiffiu i^ux^** ^^^" 
brews x. 39. 



rod n^ l^eiv. Hebrews xi. $ 
(x. 7). ["General construction 
with entire clause = design is 
peculiar to Luke and Paul." 
Winer. Pt. iii. § xliv. 4^.] 



•Acts XV. 39. 

Acts V. 36 ; viii. 9 (rhetorical 
impressiveness). 

*rhs ^dp^ets MwpcurKoy, Acts 
ii. 45 [with the r&v dwapx^yrcev 
. . . Kpeiffffova 0irap|i V ical fiivowrayy 
Hebrews x. 34; cf. St. Luke 
xii. 15 ; xvi. 12, of which it 
is the echo in language and 
thought]. 

Exact correspondence in 
thought with St. Luke xxi. 19 ; 
cf. xvii. 33 ; xxi. 19 (see Vaughan, 
Epistle to Hebreivs^ 209-212). 

St. Luke ii. 27 ; v. 7 ; xxi. 
12-22; XXV. 31; Acts iii. 2; 
xxvi. 18. 



*»8€iv 9ivaTov. Hebrews xi. 5. •St. Luke ii. 26. 
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waptifKriaty. Hebrews xi. 9. *St. Luke xxiv. 18. 



*fiovoy€pri, Hebrews xi. 17. 



*St. Luke vii. 12 ; viii. 42 ; 
ix. 38. [It is applied to tmn in 
the Lucanian group onfy. To 
the Everlasting Son by St. John 
only, i. 14-18; iii. 16-18; i St. 
John iv. 9.] 



*A(rT«Toi' rh wai^loy, Hebrews *Acts vii. 20 [also of Moses], 

xi. 23. 



*r^y ipvBpkv BdKaxrtray. He- 
brews xi. 29. 



*Acts vii. 36. 



*/i€r* €ipi/ivris, Hebrews xi. 31. *Acts xv. 33. 

*ffT6/Mra /Mxttipas. Hebrews *St. Luke xxi. 24. 

xi. 34. 



*ttpyd<ravTo ^tKatotripiiy. He- 
brews xL 34. 



^Acts X. 35. 



*Tva Kptlrrovos ityafrdatofs *Ti;x**''---'»'^* ikyaarAatus, 

rux<»<rt. Hebrews xi. 35. k.t.K, St. Luke xx. 35. 

iiyrtXoylay, Hebrews xii. 3. aiifieioy dkyrt\ty6fi9yoy, St. 

Luke ii. 34. 



rris trapaKXiiffftfs fiTi5...liia\4' 
ytraif Hebrews xii. 5. 

{a) napdKKriais, 

(d) 1iia\4y€a0ai = course of 
argument mingled with appeal. 



&yu ^(tov<ra, Hebrews xii. 
15 (Deuteronomy xxix. 17). 



(a) Acts xiii. 15 ; xv. 31. 

(b) Almost a term tech. of 
St. Luke in Acts (Acts xvii. 2- 
17; xviii. 4-19; xix. 8, 9; xx. 
7-9 ; xxiv. 12-25). 

^vh. St. Luke viii* 6, 8. 
X 2 
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yATWoias r6irop...Kalir9p fitrh 
^kucpiuVf K,r.\, Hebrews xii. 
17 ; Hebrews xii. 12. 

*{a) fitreurolas r6irov. 



*(b) furii liaKp6wv. Hebrews 
xii. 17 (v. 7). 



*dvrpofios. Hebrews xii. 21. 
[Added by the sacred writer to 
the 4K^ofi6s tifii of Deuteronomy 
ix. I9(LXX.).] 



*{a) r6irov iwoXoyias. Acts 
XXV. 16. In tkts sense exclusively 
Lucanian. 

*{d) Acts XX. 31. [The /i€rh 
HaKpiuy of Mark ix. 24 is re- 
jected by the best authorities.] 
So R.V. 

*Acts vii. 32 ; xvi. 29. 



fiyrifi, rotv i^yovfxfveoy v/itfv, 
dtrtv€s i\A\Titrav r. Kiyov r. 8^ 
&v iiva6€6»povyr€s r^y KK^atriv, 
v.T.A., Hebrews xiii. 7. 

*(a) ^7ou/i€vo$= spiritual chief. 
Hebrews xiii. 7, 1 7, 24. 

(d) i\d\rj<Tav rhy \6yov. 



*(c) iya$(09povvr€s, 

{d) l^K$€urt5 (as issue from 
life). 



i.v4x9tr0€ Tov K6yov rrjs wapa- 
K\'fi<reeos' koI yitp 81& $pax4«»y 
MffTttXa 6fuv. Hebrews xiii. 



*{a) St. Luke xxii. 26; Acts 



XIV. 12; XV. 22. 



(d) Acts iv. 31; viii. 25; xL 19; 
xiii. 46 ; xvi. 6. 

*{c) Acts xvii. 12. 

id) Cf. no^os (St. Luke ix. 3); 
Hipi^is (Acts XX. 29), for the 
idea. [The lf«r/3ouns of St. Paul 
belongs to quite another con- 
ception. I Corinthians x. 13.] 



22. 
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•(a) ity4x«<rB€ ( = patient hear- 
ing, cum gen.). 

*{d) \6yos irapaKA^ffcws. 

* (c) iir4aT€iX a = information 
sent by Epistle. 

iLiro\€X.vfi4poy, Hebrews xiii. 
23. The word must mean either 
{a) released from prison, or (d) 
sent out on mission, or (r) dis- 
missed. All three are Lucanian 
not Pauline. 



*(a) Acts xviiL 14. 

*Acts xiii. 15. 

*Acts XV. 20 ; xxi. 25. 

(a) St. Luke xxii. xxiii. 16, 
17, 18, 20, 22, 25. Acts iil 13 ; 
iv. 21. 

{d) Acts xiii. 3. 

(c) Acts XV. 30-33. 



01 iwh T^j *lra\las. Hebrews For construction cf. Acts x. 

xiii. 24. 23-28 ; xii. I ; xvil 13 ; xxi. 22. 

**lTa\la. Hebrews xiii. 24. *Acts xviii. 2 ; xxvii. 1-6. 



Other instances are : — ^ 

*IV. 8. avrovs *lriffovs Ktir4- 
iravatv, and v. 4 and 10. 

*III. II. els rV Kardwavaijf 
fiov, and ill. 18; iv. i, 3, 5, 
10, II. 

*IV. 12. rofi<&r€pos vvcp. 



Wll. 5. itparflav Xafifidyov' 



T€S. 



Acts xiv. 18, fi6\is KOTtnau- 
<rau robs 6x^^^^' 

Acts vii. 49, r6wo5 r^s Kara- 
wavo't^s fiov. 



St. Luke xvi. 8. ippoyifi<»r€poi 



t y 



vwtp. 

* 

St. Luke i. 9. Korh, rh i9oi 
T^5 Upareias, and iv r^ Upa- 
rt6civ a{n6v, St. Luke i. 8. 



•x. 16, and VIII. 10. Jiart- Acts iiL 25 ; St. Luke xxii. 

OfffBai. 29. 

*VIII. 13. T^ 8c wa\euovfityov, St. Luke xil 33. fiaXdvTta /i^ 

and i. 1 1. ira\aio^fi€P€L 

* For many of the following instances the writer is indebted to 
the Rev. W. K. Hobart. LL.D. 
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*XI. 13. ir6f^M0€y avras iZ6v- St. Luke xvii. 22. ot ^aTti^rav 



T€». 

*XII. 23. iiroytypafifievwif iv 
oxfpayois. 

*XII. 28. fiaiTiKuav AtrctAeu- 
roy, 

*IV. 16. CIS tifKaipov fio^Ofiay. 

*VI. 19. tls rh iff^repov tow 
KaraircTiio'/uaTos. 

*X. 29. &{i»0^(rcTat Tifiotpiai. 



*XI. 17. tAs ^ira77€A.tas Ava- 
8c{(£/icyos. 

ft 

XI. 36. /iaffTi^- scourging. 
XIII. 2. leWcraKTe; AtycAous. 



St. Luke ii. i, 3, 5 ; and 
aroypatp-fi. St. Luke ii. 2 ; 
Acts V. 37. 

Acts XX vi. 41. Hfietyer aa-dKcu- 

TOS. 

Acts xxvii. 17. 0ori$^lat5 ^- 

XpWVTO. 

Acts xvi. 24. ei» T^y ia-wrepay 
<pv\aK4iy. 

Acts xxii. 5. i^ioy . . . c^a 
TifiapriBaaiy, and xxvL 11. 

Acts xxviii. 7. cu'atc^cC/icyos 

Acts xxii. 24. 

Acts xxviii. 7. <piko4>p6vms 
4^4yi<rey, and x. 6, 18, 23, 32 ; 
xvii. 20 ; xxi. 16. 



In I Peter iv. 4 and 12 used metaphorically, and the other 
passage (i Corinthians xvi. 19) is an addition to the text. 

Acts xvi. 9. SmjSas eU Mckkc- 



*XI. 29. !ii4$ri<Tay r^y ipvBpky 
BiXacffav. 

•xil. 19. (TaKviyyos ^XV* 



XII. 16. air€5«T0 ra wpwro- 
rJ/cia. 



SoylaVf and St. Luke xvi. 26. 

Acts ii. 2. iK rod. oupoLvov 
^ixos, and St. Luke iv. 37. 

Acts vii. 9. rhy Ivcr^ iW- 
Soi'To, and v. 8. 



The only places where avoHlHoffBai in the middle is used, and = to 
sell. 

*iiyaB€upt7yf xiii. 7; rtKelooais, vii. II; iwi<rr4\\€iyf xiiL 22; 
ix^*h viii* 8 ; xa^Toi, iv, 3. 
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XI. 30. ^iri ^ttA rifi4pas. 

i<l>* $(roy, St. Matthew ix. 15. 

^iri rh trpni. St. Mark xv. I. 

^^' tffov xfi^vov fj. Romans vii. i. ^^* Zcov tlfil, xi. 13. 4<p* 
ttrov xp^poy fg, i Corinthians vii. 39. ip* Z<rov xp^vov rf\7ti6s itrrty, 
Galatians iv. i. 

2 Peter I 13, i<f>* iaoy et/xf. 

iK\9i<rOti ivl llrni rpta, St. Luke iv. 25 ; M rijy aCpioy, 
X. 35 ; M xp^yoy, xviii. 4. Acts iii. I, M riiy &pav rijs irpoa-evxvf J 
iv. 5, M tV aifpiov (Twax^i^ai; xiii. 31, &<p6ri iirl rifiipas 
irXtlovs ; xvi. 18, ^iro(«i iirl voAA&s rifi4pas ; xvii. 2, ^ir2 ffdfifiara 
rpia Si€k4ytro ; xviii. 20, ^irl wKtioya xp^'^oy fitiyai ; xix. 8, ^iri 
firjyas rpus lit€X4y(ro ; xix. 10, i'y4vfro iirl Ittj S60; xix. 34, 
M £/>as 8^0 Kpai6vT<av ; xx. 1 1, 4^* iKay6y re d/iitA40'a5 ; xxvii. 20, 
^wl ^Acfovaf rifA4pa5 ; xxviii. 6, ^irl iroAt^. 

It is after St. Luke's manner to express duration of time by iirl 
with the accusative. 

*viii. I. Kt<pdkatoy, and Acts xxii. 28. 

IV. 7. dp((fty. Six times in St. Luke, only once elsewhere. 
Romans i 4. 

XI. 10. rtxyiriis, and Acts xix. 24, 38. Once elsewhere. 
Revelation xviii. 22. 

XII. 18. ifr)}Aa^f f. St. Luke xxiv. 39 ; Acts xvii. 27 ; and I 
John i. I. 

XI. 34 and xi^l. 11-13. irape/xjSoA^. Six times in Acts, once in 
Revelation xx. 9. 

IX. 26, &c. irdax*^''* with reference to our Lord, is never so used 
by St. Paul, frequently by St. Luke. Used also by St. Matthew, 
St. Mark, and St. Peter, but not by St. John. 

(i. I. \a\eTy. Alford (in his marginal references) says ** of divine 
revelations," ch. ii. 2, 3 ; iii. 5 ; v. 5 ; xi. 18. See also vii. 14 ; 
ix. 19 ; xii. 24, 25. So also St. Luke i. 45, 70 ; xxiv. 25. Acts iii. 
21, 24; vii. 6, 38, 44 ; viii. 26 ; x. 7 ; xxiii. 9. Never in St. Paul.) 

ivMcdfiirreiy, xi. 15. St. Luke x. 6, Acts xviii. 21, and St. 
Matthew ii. 12 only. 

tita\4y9(r6ai, xii. 5. Ten times in Acts, once in St. Matthew, and 
once in Jude only. 

inCiiruy, Hebrews xi. 6, St. Luke ii. 50, 51, and I Peter i. 10 
(Acts XV. 17 and Romans iii. ii being quotations from LXX.). 
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kvkXovv. Hebrews xL 30, St. Luke xxi. 20, Acts xiv. 20. Once 
in St. John x. 24, perhaps in Revelation xx. 9. 

Tiptipx^ffBai, xi. 37. Acts xix. 13, xxviii. 3, and i Timothy 
V. 13. 

II 

We proceed to point out resemblances between the Epistle to the 
Hebrews and the two historical treatises of St. Luke in apparently 
common studies and pursuits, which supply the colouring-matter that 
tinges illustrations and forms of expression. The professional man 
is not completely lost in the historian, or even in the theologian. 

In St. Luke's admitted writings there are two leading veins, of 
which one is medical^ the other psychological. 



A 

Traces of medical preparation and knowledge in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

It does not require more than a moderate degree of study to 
make it evident that the contents of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
accord with the notion that its author (whoever he may have been) 
must have had a good share of the medical training of his J^e. 

Delitzsch points out happily that the Epistle contains : 

{a) An anatomical passage (iv. 12, 13). 

{b) A dietetic passage (v. 12-14). 

(f) A therapeutic passage (xii. 11-13). 

It must be confessed, however, that this great scholar has given a 
singularly meagre and unsatisfactory list of particulars to fill in the 
programme,^ 



^ Of medical phrases he notes only ya>0p6s (v. 11 ; vL 12); 
fip^fiara koX irSfMra (ix. 10, cf. Hippoc, edit. Littr^, i. 622 ; iv. 380). 
He also observes that ivex^iprjffav (St. Luke i. I. Delitzsch might 
have added Acts ix. 29 ; xix. 13) was a favourite word of Greek 
medical writers. Delitzsch, Comm. on Ep. to Hebrews^ E, T. ii, 
145. 



r 
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The kindness of the Rev. W. K. Hobart, LL.D., has supplied the 
writer with the following list of medical words in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. It is no small advantage to have had this task performed 
by the living scholar who has made the works of the Greek medical 
school his especial study, and has already carried the comparison 
between their language and that of St. Luke further than any other 
critic 

Hebrews iv. 12, ro/xi^Tcpos \m\p vaffav ijJlx^^P^^ Jtlarofioy, more 
cutting than every two-edged knife. 

/idxcupa is employed by Homer (//. xi. 844), /xaxalpiop and 
fiaxcupls by Hippocrates and Galen for the knives used by surgeons. 
These knives were of various shapes, two-edged as here, fiaxaipiop 
&fi<^K€S {Ga/en x. 415 Kuhn) ; fiax<tip^ov vkari and vXarvrtpoy 
{^Hipp. i. 60, 61) ; tfTufio^i^^i fiaxaipis {Hipp. ii. 258) ; /laxeupls 
olviScA^f {Hipp. ii. 259) ; KOfiiri/Aoi' and €v0^ /laxafpioi' {Hipp. ii. 
703); irp6tiriKts fJMXctipiov {Gaien ii. 682); trvpiyyorSfiov fjMxaiptov 
{Galen x. 415). 

Hebrews iv. 12, koX tiuKvovfievos &XP^ fi€pi<rfiov ^vxvi i^o^ irvevyMros 
apfi&p re ical fiv€\»v xol Kptrtxhs ivBvfi'Hfftorp ical 4vpot5»p KapZiaS' 

apfi&v {apfihs, ri apfioyii Koi avpi(f>€ia, Etymol. apfxoyal apfiol, 
G/ossarium, quoted by Wetstein). 

This seems to be the only place where apfi6s is applied to the 
human body, and its precise meaning in this application may be 
learned from the technical term apfio^. 

Galen defines two kinds of junction of the bones in the human 
body, as (i) ApOpop, articulation ; (2) apfioyfi, union of bones without 
motion, xark Svo rp6Tovs ot^kutcu iv ii/uu ocrrS xarit &p$pop Koi 
Karit apfutyiiv. &pOpov iffrip hffr&v xark <picip Kivovfiipuv (rvfifioK-fi. 
apfjLoyfi iffriv octSov hKivufToiprwP Karh (pvffip (Tv/xiSoA^, Galeft xix. 
460. 

He again (ii. 734) describes the junction of bones as icardi ipOpov, 
articulation, and KarA avfupuaip, a growing together, so that two 
bones form one continuous substance, f (rri 8c 6 tpSiros r^s (rvp$4<r€us 
ahrwp Ztrrhi Kara yivos^ 6 fjiev trtpos KarA &pBpov 6 S^ ertpos Kard 
ffT^fjupvaip — rh ii\v oZp &pBpov itrrl a^pra^is oar&p <f>v<TnHi. ri Je 
(riufi<f>v<ns epeoffts harSop <pv<nfcfi. 

Thus apfwyfi and aiifi(pv(ris were convertible terms for the cohesion 
— oneness {Uvutais) of two bones as opposed to &p6pop, articulation. 

The earlier anatomists, as Hippocrates, reckoned many of the bones 
under apfioy^ or <r^fi<f>v<nsy which Galen corrects and places under 
&p6pop {Commcfit. Hipp, de Articulis, xviii. 460). Modem anato- 
mists place apfioyfi among some of their subdivisions of articulation, 
still however retainin^r the term symphysis, e.^. symphysis of the* 
lower jaw, of the pubis. With respect to the latter, Galen, when 
giving instruction for the severance of the two bones of which it is 
composed, advises to endeavour to accurately find the line of union 
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and then cut along this with a strong and lai^e knife. ^irci$^ ra t^% 
l|/ii|f otrrcl ervfiir4<ftvK€v ikW-fiKois bid x^^^pov Kord rh wp6a'c» /idpos 
auTvu i^€vp€iy kKpifius ireipu rifv ypckfjLfiiiu rijs erv/jup^ffevs, idy ydp 
fcar' iKtltn^s r4fjL^s IffX^P^ i^^ fieyaXp ffplKy, ^aSlois aind x^P^^^^^ 
&AA^A«F {Galen ii. 5S4). 

The meaning of apixoi accordingly is not joints in the sense of 
articulated joints, but joinings — the union of two bones cohering so 
closely as apparently to form but one, and thus it is applied to joints 
in masonry. 

Wetstein quotes from Philo a passage very similar to this. Zra 
ivvo^s rhv Othy rifipotna, rds re r&y ffteixdr<ay koX ttpayfidrmv l|^s 
airdfras iipfi6<rQai KOi riywtrBat Sojro^<ras <f>v<retSf r^ rofiei rw trvfiwiy- 
ruy avTov \6y^. The 7jpfi6(r0cu koX riv&ffOai of Philo is expressed by 
apfiAy of the text. 

fjLvt\6iy. By the use of the plural the writer would seem to include 
not merely the marrow of the bones, but also the spinal chord 
{yuriatos /xvcAJs) and the brain ; these latter, though acknowledged 
to be of a different nature from fAV€\6s, were still so called. GnUn 
vi. 678, im^ V inth r&y Kara rijy ^X^^ offrSty irtpifx^'rai, irapar\^' 
ffios i^y Kard riiv XP^^^ fiveK^t Std rovro /ivc\bv 6yofjui(ov(ny adrhr, 
&erir€p yt Koi a^hy rhy iyK^^aXoy tyioi irpo(niy6p€v(ray wera^tes, 

Galen i. 600, oi fi^y 6fioioyty^s d KaO^ tKcurroy 6<rrovy /iv€\hs 
iyK€<f>i\ip TC ical yterieUtp, &AA* iyK€<f>ct\os fx^y koI y»rt€uos 4k 
rauTov yiyovs' ol V &AAot (v/uirai'Tes ^vcAol pltfftcos kripas elai. 

KpniK6s is used as well as Kpiaifios to denote a sign, or a time for 
judging of disease. KpiriKhv arifietoy — Kpirixhs Kaip6s. Galen ix. 
S06, S07, 808, 809, 810, 811, 826, 828, &c. ; //{>/. il 86, lBp&T€s 
KpiriKoi, 

[It may be worth mentioning that /itpurfihs seems to have been 
used in philosophic language to denote parts of the ^vx^. Galen 
(v. 444) quotes Chrysippus as maintaining Hart 8c riis ^x^' l^-^RVt 
81* &y t iy ai/rn K6yos cvy^trnnK^f koX ^ 4y ai/roG SuiOe^ris, koX l<rri 
Ka\ii ^ alffxpo- ^vx^ Kara rh iiycfioyiKhy p4pioy ^X^^ oStms ^ ofims 
Korii Tohs oIkcIovs fi€pt<rfio6sf and replies iroious fu^piffpuovs £ 
Xp^ffimr^f &c. 

Hebrews ii. i. vapaf^ttv is used by Galen for liquids passing the 
proper channel, in the act of swallowing, and getting into a wrong 
one, e.^. Hid rovro khv &prov rt fi6pioy ff/iiKphy ff riyos &AA011 rcSv 
iZtffixdrwy iucSyrooy iifiny iro^wSpdfi'p iror* cis rhy rod irvcv/iaros nipov, 
iiyayKa(6fAtBa fi-firrtiy, ic&v viy6yr<ay rifiwy hBp6oy rt irapaji^v^ rov 
w6fjMros dfioiots ip€Bl(iro Kal Prix<'^ irpoo'KaA.cTrac. Galen ix. $0^. 
See also iii. 590 ; v. 719 ; xii. 899. Similarly of blood and other 
secretions, iii. 491 ; ii. 95 ; xii. 282 ; ix. 614. 

xii. I. uyKos is used by the medical writers for an enlargement 
of the body or some part of it, e.g. of a tumour, Aretseus 107, 1 10, 
127; of tendons, Galen m. 73, 74^ of the bones, 158; of inflamma- 
tion, xii. 681 ; of the bulk of the body and corpulence, iii. 188, 
197, 397, 431, 516, 532, 865, &c. Galen mentions this tyKos rov 
<r(j9fiaros in connectipn with athletes and the foot-race. koL ykp 
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UpSfioi rax^is icol yvfivdaia rotavra Koi aapKUP oyxov icaOatpci Koi 
' Xvfi'^v ir\ri0os k(vo7, xvii. (2) II. rrjs 5i t«k d^AijTwv e^c^/as ott 
fxiKphy rovT6 4<rriv f^irAij/ta rh irtptfidiWtffOai weipaffBai fiiy^Oos 
6yKov Karit rh aiifia koI ^riKov^i fcal irA^^os x^t*^^* ^^^' (2) S^S* 

Hebrews xi. ii, tis KwafioK^v <r'iripfMTos. This phrase is used 
in the same way by Galen, e.g, xvii. B. 653 Korrh rhv avrhv Z^ 
rp6iroy koi rk Kuoi/Jieva iv /xcv r^ wpt&rip XP^^V '''^^ xaroiSoA^s rod 
airtpfivros. See also iv. ^16 De Sent, rh rov &f^€Pos <nF4pfia rh 
KaTafia\\6fifKoy tis rhs fi^rpas rov $^\fos, and iv. 168, xv. 74, 
xix. 165. 

Hebrews v. 11, vi. 12, vta6p6s is much used by Hippocrates, 
e.g. a^vyiUHfri vaBpoiai, i. 2^2. See i. 172, 174, 256, 263, 326, 
346, &c. ; he also uses vuOporrjs, 159, 162, 166, &c ; vtoOplii 179; 
vto6p<&Zri5 236 ; vfcOpfifffBai 241. 

Hebrews xii. 12. The writer quoting Isaiah xxxv. 3, uses the 
word kvopBovVj which is not in the passage in the LXX. Similarly 
St. Luke (Acts xv. 16), when quoting Amos ix. 11, uses kvopBovv, 
which is not in LXX. St. Luke uses it again (St. Luke xiii. 13) 
in relating the miracle wrought on the woman who had a spirit of 
infirmity; to describe "her being made straight," kvopQovv and 
hpBovv are employed by medical writers for "to straighten, put into 
natural position abnormal or dislocated parts of the body." 

Other words peculiar to St. Luke and the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which were much employed by the medical writers, are kKaK\d<r<r€iVf 
Hebrews ii. 15, St. Luke xii. 58, Acts xix. 12, or ^i^oxXcfVi Hebrews 
xii. 15, St. Luke vi. 18. 

irapaKit^ffBai, Hebrews xii. 12, St. Luke iii. 18, v. 24, Acts 
viii. 7, ix. 33 ; irapo^vfffi^Sf Hebrews x. 24, Acts xv. 39. 



6 

The medicai evangelist was also a psychologist The author of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews has also the same characteristic. 

(a) 

As regards human thought and character, the whole subjective 
domain. 

E.g., the power of the word in grasping the whole of human 
nature. (Hebrews iv. 2 = personal apprehension of it ; ^ux^s koX 
'in^€vfiaros...4v0uti'fj(r€<av Koi ivvomv KopBlas (ver. 12) ; psychology 
of the spiritual and of a fallen ^ condition (vi. 4, 5, 6) ; long series of 



* A constant subject of thought to St.. Luke, Acts v. i-ii ; viii. 
18-24. 
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psychological sketches, Hebrews xi. (Esaa in xii. i6, 17) ; the 
remarkable huh rS»v a/Mprce\&v us kavro^s ^ (Hebrews xiL 4). 

As regards the character and mission of our Lord. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews enlarges on another line. Luke ii. 52. 
The peculiar temptation of suffering and sorrow (recognized by Jesus 
Himself, St. Luke xxil 28, ^i^ rots weipatrfjuns fiov ; wtvctpofUpop, 
cf. Acts XX. 19, Hebrews iv. 15) ; issuing in increased experimetUal 
knowledge {tiiaO^v &^* &v fvaOty, ver. 8.); the exquisite balance 
and adjustment of character [fi^rpiovaS^is, Hebrews v. 2) ; the 
pathos of the third evangelist, in his Gospel the weeping painter 
(St. Luke xxii. 40-46), in his Epistle the weeping theologian. 
(Hebrews v. 9.) Truly is the pathetic Christ (et iro%r^s h X., Ads 
xxvi. 23) the same in the Gospel and Acts as in Hebrews ; He of 
whom suffering is so oAen predicated (St. Luke ix. 22 ; xvii. 25 ; 
xxii. 15 ; xxiv. 26 ; Acts i. 3 ; iii. 18 ; xviL 3 ; Hebrews iL 18 ; 
V. 8 ; ix. 26 ; xiii. 12). 

Once more a conception, absolutely unique in the New Testament, 
of the function of suffering in perfecting our High Priest is given to 
us by Himself in the third Gospel only. [tJ Tpfri; reAccov/ioi. St. 
Luke xiii. 32.] As applied to man — ^his works, his times, his ways, 
his qualities — to God's work, decrees, word, it is common enough 
[e.g.y St. John iv. 34; Philippians iii. 12; St. James iL 22; 
I St. John ii. 8) ; but as applied to Christ Himself and His char- 
acter never, except St. Luke xiii. 33 and Hebrews ii. 10; v. 9. ; 
vii. 28). In these passages it means not supply and correction 
(which underlies Kata^iuw., Hebrews xiii. 21), but to make con- 
summate according to its nature ; to fill in with its appointed career ; 
to ennoble to the utmost. {Cf, Hebrews ii. 10, cf "without 
suffering is no man ennobled." Rothe. Stdle Stunden,) 

• ■ • 

HI. 

We briefly advert to resemblances in Christological conceptions 
and general views of Christian and ecclesiastical life. 

* No doubt based on NuAbers xvi. 38, but involving a profound 
view of human nature. 
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Christological Conceptions, 

It has been observed by one of the most earnest and capable of 
all modern students of the New Testament that there are two great 
words perpetually recurring in the Acts, Klpws and ovpay6s.^ 

These words do not occur in the Epistle to the Hebrews with at 
all the same frequency. But their importance is not to be measured 
by the childish test of counting numbers, but by their emphasis and 
vitality. 

The story of St. Luke's Gospel hastens on to the Ascension^ 
iv Tf) ffvfurXripova'Oai rks rin4pas rrjs iiifa\4jfA^eus a^ov (St. Luke ix. 
51.) The Ascension closes the first narrative of the third evangelist, 
and begins the second. Jesus ascended, Jesus in heaven^ is the 
leading Christological conception of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
{iipxifp^ct yii-^av Zit\i\\vB6Ta r. ohptufohSi ''passed through the 
heavens. " Hebrews iv. 4, Cf, vii. 26 ; ix. 24. ) Jesus as our 

> Bishop Wordsworth. Introduction to Acts, pp. 4, 5. 

' "The Ascension, the pinnacle of St. Luke's Gospel history, is at 
the same time the point of departure for the history of the Acts. 
On one side we go up to this summit ; on the other we go do7vn from 
it. Hence the two narratives of this fact. In truth it belongs to 
both writings — to one as its crown, to the other as its base. The 
Ascension is the link which connects the two phases of the divine 
works — that in which Jesus raises Himself from the cradle to the 
Throne ; that in which, from the height of His Throne, He acts 
upon humanity, creating, sustaining, extending His Church. The 
Ascension makes an integral part of both one and other." {Com- 
ment, sur V Evangile S. Luc. Godet. Tom. ii. pp. 476, 477.) These 
sentences, written by one who at the time was not thinking of our 
Epistle, well bring out the unity of the entire Lucanian group, (a) 
The Gospel leads up to the fact of the Ascension, {b) The Acts 
leads donxm to its historical effect, {c) The Epistle to Hebrews leads 
up again to its theology. 
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Divine Lord completes the Christological conception. (Note the 
order of the words in the glorious benediction : rhv Kvpiow iiftMV 
*liii<rovv = "Our Lord — ^Jesus." Hebrews xiii. 21.)* 



B 
Ecclesiastical and Christian Life, 

1. Christians in the Epistle to the Hebrews and in St. Luke's 
writings are ayiaC6fi€yot. The ayutC are those who, by continuing 
acts of faith, are making the work of Christ individually their own. 
C/. Hebrews ii. 11 ; x. 10-14 with Acts xx. 32 ; xxvi. 18. 

2. The theological treatise points back to the ecclesiastical history. - 
It would render the actual Church-life complete by Confirmation as 
the consummation of Baptism. The actual Church-life began with 
this. (Acts viii. 14-17 ; xix. 2.) The ideal Church-life must never 
part with it. (Hebrews vi. 2.) The Eucharist is in the one as in 
the other ; dim and veiled at first in the Epistle, more openly 
at the dose. (Acts ii. 42-46 ; xx. 7. Hebrews vi. 5 ; x. 22, 25 ; 
xiii. 10.) 

3. We have seen that the writer of the third Gospel and of the 
Acts is angel-haunted. So is the writer of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. In chapters i. ii. we have the angelology of the Psalms ; 
while (like St. Paul in his Epistle to the Colossians) "he keeps the 
angels in their place." (i. 4, 13, 14.) He notices that "the law was 
spoken by angels.'* (Hebrews ii. 2.) The glory of the company into 
which we are brought is enhanced by the full frequence, the great 
assembly of the nation of the angels, {fivpidiriv hyyiK<av irayiry6p€i 

^ Let the young student read again and again those few pages 
which no man but the Bishop of Durham could have written. The 
Divine Names in the Epistle. Epistle to the Hebrenvs. Wkstcott. 

Pp. 33-35. 
^ In a different way Hebrews x. 32, 34 may well represent in a 

summary form Acts iv. 3 ; iv. 18 ; v. 18 ; viii. I ; xi. 19 ; xii. sqq^ ; 
xxi. 27. 
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= ** myriads, 2l itavurfltfus of angels." Hebrews xii. 22, 23.) The 
expressive hints of St. Luke (xv. 5-10 ; xvi. 22) are crowned by the 
fuller information which shows us the hierarchy of angelic spirits 
doing service for us.^ {Cf. also Hebrews xiii. 2.) 

4. The high endowment of a sense of beauty is evidently the 
heritage of the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews as of the author 
of the Gospel. His are vivid and expressive images (iv. 2 ; vi. 7-19, 
the anchor, a word so natural for a storm-beaten evangelist); 
the ''bidding the sunbright scenes at distance hail*' {w6pfwO€y... 
^<riraffiifi,€Poi, xi. 13); the cloud, the amphitheatre, the little discipline 
of every child's life (xii. i, 8, 9, 5, 12) ; sometimes a whole beau- 
tiful and tender picture in a single touch : e.g, the 6Zhs (Atra (x. 20). 
Our "way" is not a lifekis pavement trodden by the foot of a 
single priest at long intervals; but a way "living," because one 
with the living Person of Christ. 

In his higher passages we find the equipoise of intellect and 
emotion : an enthusiasm beyond artificial rhetoric, which never loses 
itself in the sunlit mists of poetry, nor evaporates in sounding 
words. • 

On the whole, then, we think that the case may fairly be presented 
as follows : — 

(i. ) There is quite a flight of words, expressions, and constructions 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, commonly (not seldom exclusively) 
used by St. Luke. After all deductions for a common source in 
the LXX., or in the current Greek of the Church and of society in 



^ Has the hint of the three orders or aspects of the earthly ministry 
being transfigured and ennobled in the angels ever been noticed ? 
Actrovp7fic& iTfct^/xara ^IsHiaKovicof iLiroar€\\6fi€Pa tls Bttucoylav, ic.r.A. 
(Hebrews i. 14) — priesthood, diaconate, apostolate. Perhaps this 
may be taken to modify some words of Bishop Westcott. Epistle to 
Hebrews. P. 384. ("No one of the words which have come to 
represent the main ideas of Church government is used in it with 
its limited technical sense.") 

' Study Hebrews xiL 22, 25. In xiii. 20, 21, a careful anal3rsis 
will show at least ten great dogmatic or spiritual conceptions in 
what to a superficial reader may seem but a burst of pious enthusiasm. 
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that age, the coincidence is, to say the least, remarkable, (ii. ) There 
are in the Epistle to the Hebrews unusual traces of the resalts of a 
medical trainings and oi psychological power ^ whether in analysis of 
modes of thought and feeling, or in delinecUions of character. These 
indications also point in the direction of St Luke, (iii.) To this 
we may add — (A) Common Christological conceptions, notably of 
the ascended Christ in heaven, (B) Common notes of ecclesiastical 
and spiritual life, (i) The Christian life one of continuing sancti- 
fication. (2) A life characterized by Confirmation as the comple- 
ment of Baptism, and by participation in the Holy Eucharist. 
(3) One in which the angels have a part, and to which (in the 
entirest subordination as of the finite to the Infinite, of the created 
to the Uncreated) they afford certain gleams of help and beauty. 

To us it seems that, while no demonstration is attainable, the 
advance of critical study points to some modification of the view 
advanced by Clement of Alexandria and Origen.^ 

^ It may be well to advert to some hints modestly thrown out by 
Delitzsch. (a) The ancient canonical position of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews is immediately after the Epistle to Philemon. By this 
arrangement, the very last words before the benediction in Philemon 
are Mtipicoi, *Apl<rTapxos, Aiy/iaf , AovKas, ol ffvvtpyoi fxov (ver. 24% 
This immediate local juxtaposition of Luke with the Epistle to the 
Hebrews may have been intended to hint at a more vital, and not 
merely fortuitous, connection between the evangelist and the Epistle. 
(d) The alliteration of the opening words of the Epistle [nOATMEPfiS 
Kol nOATTPOnns] to the name of the Apostle who exercised some 
remarkable function in regard to it [IlavAos] seems to Delitzsch to 
be much more than accidental. No doubt the practice of " buried 
names " was in use at the time. [If this idea is to be adopted, are 
the AT in the two words without a hint of a second name ?] {c) The 
Epistle to the Hebrews points at some special connection of the 
writer with Timothy. (Hebrews xiii. 23. ) Now in the Acts of the 
Apostles, the first use of the first person plural, whereby St Luke 
associates himself personally with the narrative, occurs in Acts xvi. 
10. [tv04ws ^i,rtT4\(TatiL^v...(rvfifii&Ji.(ovr^s 5ri vpoffKiKKitrai iifuis 6 k.] 
But this passage is immediately preceded by the history of Timothy's 
first connection with St. Paul. [iSoh /MdrrHis ris ^r ixti 6v6futrt 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE B (p. 146). 

Cardinal NewmatCs delineation of the effect of a first reading oj 
St. Luke^s Gosf^el upon a Greek mind. 

The beauty of St. Luke's Gospel, and its peculiar significance for 
a Greek mind, has been exhibited with singular grace and tenderness 
by Cardinal Newman. The Gospel which Csedlius hands to the 
Greek girl, Callista, is the Gospel of St. Luke. 

" She recurred to the parchment and to the Bishop's words, * here 
you will see Who it is that we love,* or words to that effect. She 
opened it at length and read. It was the writing of a provincial 
Greek ; elegant, however, and marked with that simplicity which 
was to her taste the elementary idea of a classic author. It was 
addressed to one Theophilus, and professed to be a carefully digested 
and verified account of events which had already been attempted by 
others. She read a few paragraphs, and became interested, and in 
no long time she was absorbed in the volume. When she had once 
taken it up, she did not lay it down. It opened a view of a new 
state and community of things, which only seemed too beautiful to 
be possible. But not into a new state of things alone, but into the 
presence of One who was simply distinct and removed from anything 
that she had, in her most imaginative moments, ever depicted to her 
mind as ideal perfection. Here was that to which her intellect 
tended, though that intellect could not frame it. It could approve 
and acknowledge when set before it what it could not originate. 
Here was He who spoke to her in her conscience ; whose voice she 
heard, whose Person she was seeking for. That Image sank deep 
into her — she felt it to be a reality. She said to herself, * This is no 

Tifi66€05 K.r.\. Acts xvi. I -3.] We naturally infer some special 
tie between Timothy and St. Luke ; and thus yet another link is 
supplied in the long chain of coincidences which lead us up to the 
Lucanian authorship of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

Y 
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poet's dream ; it is the delineation of a real individuaL There i- 
too mVich truth, and nature, and life, and exactness about it, to be 
anything else.* Yet she shrank from it ; it made her feel her own 
difference from it, and a feeling of humiliation came upon her mind, 
such as she never had before. She began to despise herself more 
thoroughly : yet she recollected various passages in the history which 
reassured her amid her self-abasement, especially that of His ten- 
derness and love for the poor girl at the feast, who would anoint 
His feet ; and the full tears stood in her eyes, and she fancied she 
was that sinful child, and that He did not repel her. . . . Thi> 
volume taught . . that ever-present happiness and greatness lie in 
relinquishing what at first sight seemed to promise them ; that the 
way to power is weakness, the way to success failure, the way to 
wisdom foolishness, the way to glory dishonour. She saw that there 
was a higher beauty than that which the order of the natural world 
revealed, and a deeper peace and calm than that which the exercise, 
whether of the intellect or of the purest human affection, can supply. 
She now began to understand that strange, unearthly composure 
which had stnick her in Chione, Agellius, and Csecilius. Life and 
death, action and suffering, fortunes and abilities, all had now a new 
meaning and application. As the skies speak differently to the 
philosopher and to the peasant, as a book of poems to the imagina- 
tive and the cold and narrow intellect, so now she saw her being, 
her history, her present condition, her future, in a new light, which 
no one else could share with her. But the ruling sovereign thought 
of the whole was He who exemplified all this wonderful history in 
Himself." 

. . . ** She slept sound ; she dreamed — she thought she was no 
longer in Africa, but in her own Greece, more sunny and bright 
than before ; but the inhabitants were gone. Its majestic moun- 
tains, its rich plains, its expanse of waters, all silent ; no one to 
converse with, no one to sympathise with. And, as she wandered 
on and wondered, suddenly its face changed, and its colours were 
illuminated tenfold by a heavenly glory, and each hue upon the 
scene was of a beauty she had never known, and seemed strangely 
to affect all her senses at once, being fragrance and music, as well as 
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light. And there came out of the grottos and glens and woods, and 
out of the seas, myriads of bright images, whose forms she could not 
discern ; and these came all around her, and became a sort of scene 
or landscape, which she could not have described in words, as if it 
were a world of spirits, not of matter. And, as she gazed, she 
thought she saw before her, only glorified, her who had been a slave, 
now arrayed more brilliantly than an oriental queen. ... As she 
looked more earnestly the face changed. ... It had an innocence 
in its look, and also a tenderness, which bespoke both Maid and 
Mother. . . . And when she had come close to the gracious figure, 
there was a fresh change. The face, the features were the same ; 
but the light of Divinity now seemed to beam through them, and 
the hair parted, and hung down long on each side of the forehead ; 
and here was a crown of another fashion from the Lady's round 
about it, made of what looked like thorns. And the palms of the 
hands were spread out as if towards her, and there were marks of 
nails in them. And the vestments had fallen, and there was a deep 
opening in the side. And as she stood entranced before Him, and 
motionless, she felt a consciousness that her own palms were pierced 
like His, and her feet also. And she looked round and saw the 
likeness of His face and of His wounds upon all that company. 
And now they were suddenly moving on, and bearing something, or 
some one, heavenwards ; and they, too, began to sing, and their 
words seemed to be, * Rejoice with Me, for I have found My 
sheep. ' They went up through an avenue, or long grotto, with 
torches of diamonds, and amethysts and sapphires, which lit up its 
spaces, and made them sparkle. And she tried to look, buC could 
not discover what they were carrying, till she heard a very piercing 
cry which awoke her." — Callista: a Sketch of the Third Century. 
By John Henry Newman. Pp. 202-285, 287-310, 312. These 
passages seem to us to convey, with subtle tact and beauty, precisely 
the impression which a cultivated Greek mind — first brought in 
contact with St. Luke's Gospel, and with few other opportunities of 
learning about Christ — might be supposed to form, under the guid. 
ance of the Holy Spirit. The appearance of the Blessed Virgin 
(whatever may have lain behind in the gifted author's own mind) i-* 

Y 2 
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kept within limits ; and is certainly more in accordance with the 
guidance of St. Luke than of the modem Collyridians of France 
and Italy. The exquisite close of the passage leads the soul from 
Mary to Jesus. ' 



^ The restless development of modem Roman Mariolatry is well 
illustrated in the following passage by a justly celebrated French 
novelist : — * She raised her eyes to the image of the Blessed Virgin 
and hardly knew it. The shape that stood formerly in the same spot 
on the same pedestal held a child in her arms. It had been replaced 
by another — of one who seemed to forget that she had conceived in 
her womb, and given a God to man. Crowned with stars, clothed 
with an azure mantle and a white robe embroidered in gold, this, 
shape seemed set upon displaying her own proper distinct divinity to 
the universe.* — *Noirs et Rouges.' Victor Cherbuliez. Revue 
des Deux Afondes. (Tom. xlii. 768, Par. III. chap, xv.) 
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H IS quadrigis deportatur 
Mundo Deus, sublimatur 

Istis area vectibus ; 
Paradisi haec fl uenta 
Nova pluunt sacramenta 

Quae irrorant gentibus. 

Non est domus ruitura 
H^c subnixa quadrature, 

Haec est domus Domini ; 
Gloriemur in hdc domo, 
Qu^ beat6 vivit homo 

Deo junctus homini. 

Amen. 

Adam de S. Vict. *' De SS. Kvangelistis " ci. 
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CHARA TER. Crown 8vo, 4* 6d. 

ADVENT SERMONS, 1885. Crown 8vo, 4^. 6rf. 
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Messrs. Hacmillan and Co.'s Mlications. 

Works by the Rev. J. Llewelyn Davies, M. A. 

Lately Published. Crcwn 8vo. cloth. 3;. (td. 

ORDER AND GROWTH AS INVOLVED IN THE 

SPIRITUAL CONSTITUTION OF HU.\fAN SOCItTiT. 

Second Edition. 8vo. js. 6d. 

THE EPISTLES OF ST. PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS, 

THE COLOSSI A NS, AND PHILEMON. With Introductions and Notes. 

Extra fcap. 8vo, 6^. 

THE GOSPEL AND MODERN LIFE. Second Edition ; 

to which is added Morality according to the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

Second Edition. Crown Bvo, 6s. 

SOCIAL QUESTIONS FROM THE POINT OF VIEW 

OF CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. 

Extra fcap. 8vo, 2J. td. 

WARNINGS AGAINST SUPERSTITION. 

Extra fcap. Bvo, 6s. 

THE CHRISTIAN CALLING. 

Works by the Rev. Hugh MacmiUan. 

Tust ready, crown Bvo, cloth, 3^. 6d. 

THE GATE BEAUTIFUL, and other Bible Readings for 

the Young. 

Fifteenth Edition. Globe Bvo, 6s. 

BIBLE TEACHINGS IN NATURE. 

Fifth Edition. Globe Bvo. 6s. 

THE TRUE VINE; OR, THE ANALOGIES OF OUR 

LORD'S ALLEGORY. 

Eighth Edition. Globe Bvo, 6s. 

THE MINISTRY OF NATURE. 

Sixth Edition. Globe Bvo, 6s. 

THE SABBATH OF THE FIELDS. 

Globe Bvo, 6s, 

THE MARRIAGE IN CAN A. 

Third Edition. Globe Bvo, 6s. 

TWO WORLDS ARE OURS. 

Globe Bvo, 6x. 

THE OLIVE LEAF. 

Works by Archdeacon Hare. 

Crown Bvo, fs. 6d. 

THE MISSION OF THE COMFORTER. New Edition. 

Edited by Very Rev. E. H. Plumptrk. 

Crown Bvo, 6s. 6d 

THE VICTORY OF FAITH. Edited by the late Dean 

Plumptre, with Introductory Notices by the late ProL Maurice and by the 
late Dean Stanley. 
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Messrs. Macmillan & Go.'s Poblications. 

BY BISHOP PHILLIPS BROOKS 

Crown 8vo, 3J. 6<^. 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD, and 

Other Sermons. 

SPEAKER. — '* These sennons bring out the cha-acteristlcs of a m.nlstry «riLdch is 
marked to a quite ootevrorthy extent by sweet reasonableness, broad homao 
sympathies, a rare typs of moral courage, anl reverent faiih." 

TIMES. — ''Tnese sermons are certainly rem\rkable for genuine el «qjeace, a\ 
well as for spiritual in«ight and suggestiveness." 

Crown 8vo, df. 

TWENTY SERMONS. 

SCOTSMAN. — " Will be eminently acceptable to a large class of cboagiclttJ and 
cultivated people who, while caring little for the dogmis and distinctions of secu, 
have not lost their faith in vital Christianity as a grand illu ninating x redseming 
agency in the world." 

LITERARY WORLD—'' Mr. Phillips Brooks's sermoas hold relatively to the 
American pulpit the position that Robertson's held relatively t > the English patpit. 
'I*hey show preaching &t its best. ... By all this it will be seen that Mr. Brooks 
deserves the renown that he has gained as a preacher, educational, stimalatiogr, «|j 
cheering.'* 

Crown 8vo, 6s, 

THE CANDLE OF THE LORD, and 

other Sermons. 

ACADEMY. — "i . . These sermons p>sse8s ssme rare merits, an j conspicnons 
among them is a tone of thoughtful, chastened eloquence which canno: fail to prj- 
duce a definite result. . . " 

BRITISH QUARTERLY REy'/EJV.—*'U is a notable volume among the 
sermons of the year. " 

Crown 8vo, 6s, 

SERMONS PREACHED IN ENGLISH 

CHURCHES. 

BRITISH QUARTERLY REY/Eff^.—" ... His sermons are full of the 
truest eloquence, the eloquence of str.>ng, weighty, momentous thoughu We 
cannot, of course, com.nent upon the separate sermons ia this volu ne ; many of 
them are singularly fresh and striking. vVe can say only that few volu nes of ser- 
mons can better instruct preachers or more edify thoie to .whom preaching is 
addressed." 

LITERARY C/fC/RCf/MAN.— ''Noble sermons. All the clear insight, the 
rushing rhetoric, and the poetic wealth and delicacy of epithet that ara so charac- 
teristic of these sermons, are in their luUural place in an English pulpi.t: and ch 
volume is one that Churchmen on this side of the water will thank him for not les 
thiui those on the other." 

Fcap. 8vo, 2s, 6d, 

TOLERANCE. 

Two Lectures addressed to the Students of several of the Dimity 
Schools of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

LITERARY WORLD.— '^ PiXi invaluable contributio a to the true understanding 
of a difficult subject, and reflects high credit upon the enlightened Christian genius 
of its author." 
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